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Vibrant Beauty in Small Packages
Last Friday I attended part of the ELCA Congregational Development Training
Conference, which was held in Seattle. I was part of the track that was designed
for people from “small membership” churches. It was very interesting (and just a
bit surprising) to learn that across the country we find that the majority of ELCA
congregations (just under 70%) are no bigger than ours- and a number are smaller.
A pastor from San Diego, Gloria Espeseth, recently did some study of small
membership congregations during her sabbatical. She writes,

(photo by Jerry Johnsen)

“I have a passion for the small membership church, which continues
to be dismissed and demeaned in our “bigger is better” world (and
church!). I am convinced that size is not the issue; faithfulness,
spiritual vitality, vision for mission and sustainability matter. Small
membership churches are vulnerable, but so are those which are
large…”Small” alone is not an adequate description, since small
membership churches vary in dynamics and in their level of
vulnerably in their unique situations. They can be a) small and
sinking fast, b) small and struggling, c) small and stable, d) small
and strong, e) small and soaring.”

Which category would you place Peace, and why? A good question for discussion, no?
Sure, nearly all small congregations would like to grow, but we usually can’t see beyond the numbers. The
truth is, there are many biblically-centered ways to “grow”! It was encouraging to hear people insist that
spiritual vitality was at the heart of being a faithful congregation- not worshipping a certain number each
Sunday! They encouraged us to let go of “not enough” thinking and focus on intentional caring for the
well-being of those who are gathered and for our shared mission. Spiritual and relational growth among
current members is key.
Another quote that invites self-reflection on the life of our congregation:
“In a culture that is ‘spiritual but not religious’, we have too many congregations that are
‘religious but not spiritual’. That disconnect means that our souls crave something we aren’t
getting. Our own spirits are drying up. This reality is increasingly significant because more
and more people report that they wouldn’t come to church out of religious impulse but would
consider it if church nurtured their spiritual hungers. This means that in order to take the
church seriously, these individuals need your congregation to be a place where spiritual
journeys are acknowledged and spiritual stories explored.”
(The Invitational Christian, Dave Daubert)
I am excited to continue the conversation with all of you!

Pastor Annette
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Bishop Election
By the Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod
From the SEPTEMBER 2018 edition of The Spirit
Our 2019 NW Washington Synod Assembly will include a Bishop Election in the
Northwest Washington Synod. The Synod Council has appointed David Swartling to
shepherd the process. You will be hearing more soon about the upcoming timeline which
runs from November to May.
I want you to know it has been a real joy and a great honor to have served the Office of
Bishop for the last five years. It has afforded me a perspective of the whole church that I otherwise would
have never had. It has been a term blessed with the opportunity to spend time with so many wonderful people
who make up the church. I have been privileged to meet our ecumenical partners and to break bread with our
neighbors of faith. I have been gifted with attending two National Youth Gatherings and to witness the work
of our synod's Children, Youth and Family Ministries. I count as one of the greatest blessings the wisdom that
has been shared by our Native American sisters and brothers who hold the creation in sacred relationship.
Under my leadership I have placed a strong emphasis upon collaboration between congregations and
members of the roster. The emphasis includes strengthening our ministry relationship with partners both
within the Lutheran community and beyond. I take seriously Presiding Bishop Eaton's teaching that we are
church at our best when we are church together for the sake of the world.
It has also been important to me to see us engage the neighborhood in new ways. All our congregations, in
one way or another, serve the local neighborhood through feeding, sheltering, clothing, and providing
emergency help. Some of our smallest congregations do so on a scale that is very impressive for their size. I
applaud all our congregations for this outreach in Jesus' name.
My emphasis has been on taking the next step in neighborhood engagement - which is not about providing
services, but about deep listening to our neighbors for the purpose of joining them in building stronger
communities. This next step may seem subtle, but it is a major shift in both how we see our neighbors and
relate to them.
I have tried to elevate the place of our specialized ministries as they provide a high level of care where some
of the greatest pain exists in the community.
I have also been about the work of our Capital Campaign, Because of You, trying to increase the resources
that we have, to form new leaders and to support the work of mission on the territory of our Synod into the
future. We set a very ambitious goal of 3 million dollars and the fruit of our efforts need to be realized this
next year.
This Synod has been well served through two significant staff changes. The Staff has committed itself to
being responsive to the needs of those we serve. Having a good staff has meant I have always looked forward
to coming to work and have felt confident when I am away.
This summer I have been in deep discernment as to whether I will allow my name to go forward for a second
term. It is a call that is very hard for me to say no to because of the blessing that it has been to serve you.
I have reached the conclusion that I am not going to consider a second term. I feel my shelf life has expired
and the Synod is deserving of a leader more gifted to serve the church in these times. There is no doubt in my
mind that God will raise up the right leader who is likely to be both culturally and technically more fluent
than I.
I will end my term with deep gratitude to the people of this Synod and with a commitment to set the table
well for the person who is to follow. It has been a privilege.
Grace, grace, grace!!!
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Readings For
September:
September 2nd—Pentecost 15
First Reading
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
Psalm
Psalm 15
Second Reading
James 1:17-27
Gospel Reading
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
September 9th—Pentecost 16
First Reading
Isaiah 50:4-8a
Psalm
Psalm (sung)
Second Reading
James 2:1-9, 14-17
Gospel Reading
Mark 8:27-38
September 16th—Pentecost 17
First Reading
Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm
Psalm 146
Second Reading
James 3:1-12
Gospel Reading
Mark 7:24-37
September 23rd—Pentecost 18
First Reading
Jeremiah 11:18-20 or
Wisdom 1:16-2:1, 12-22
Psalm
Psalm 54
Second Reading
James 3:13-4:3,7-8a
Gospel Reading
Mark 9:30-37
September 30th—Pentecost 19
First Reading
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Psalm
Psalm 19:7-14
Second Reading
James 5:13-20
Gospel Reading
Mark 9:38-50

President: Larry Sather
Vice-President: Lee Woodington
Treasurer: Connie DiGregorio
Secretary: Alanna Stone
Greg Erwin (2)
Debra Compton (2)
Larry Bean (2)
Carol Maurstad (1)
PLCW Rep: Anne Grimm
Youth: Simon Fuentes

Pastor: Annette Andrews-Lux
360-652-8739
(pastor@plsilvana.org)
Office worker: Becky Sather
360-652-8739
(office@plsilvana.org)
Youth & Family: Mary Fuentes
360-652-8739
(office@plsilvana.org

Musicians
Pam Holdal
Richelle Tripp
Allyson Richards

Our Mission Statement
“Called by Christ to offer help, hope
and healing.”

*Please note that all personal information has been
removed from this listing. If you wish to contact
anyone please use your Peace directory to find
their contact information.
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News from Josephine
As I am writing today, I am coming home from a Yee (my family name) Association gathering in San
Francisco where our US headquarters is located. When the Chinese came to this country, Family
Associations were established to help foster family ties in foreign land where families lived much more
spread out. However, my main reason for this article is not to talk about family associations but to share a
particular experience during this trip.
You see, my parents are experiencing some health issues. My Dad has Alzheimer’s and my Mom has spine
issue that causes her balance issues while standing and walking. I like to support our Family Association
gatherings but one of my main reasons for going on this trip was to give my parents assistance so that they
could participate in this gathering. The problem came on the second day of the gathering when my parents
had to be in two places at the same time. My Dad had to be at a delegates meeting and my Mom wanted to
take a tour of San Francisco with the other non-delegates. How was I supposed to keep both of them
safe? I can’t express how blessed I felt when a group of women, on two separate occasions, offered to take
care of and guide my Mom—helping her on and off the bus and holding her hand when she needed to walk
during the tour on this day and the next. This allowed me to be with my Dad at his meetings to help him get
where he needed to be, at the right time, and to not get lost in the process. Everything went tremendously
smooth—my Dad was able to fulfill his duties as a delegate of our NYC Family Association chapter—my
Mom was able to have a great experience on the tours while making some really good acquaintances—and I
was able to allow both of my parents to participate in an Association that has meant so much to them for so
many years.
My heart is warmed when I see this same caring community surface at Josephine. I noted, just before I left
for that San Francisco trip, the care of this one therapist guiding one of our rehab folks down the hall—
pushing them to stretch their abilities, because everybody wants to “go home yesterday,” while at the same
time having their hands ready behind them in case they would happen to lose strength. In another occasion,
while I listened in on one of our volunteers conversing one-on-one with one of our memory loss residents, I
noted how patient she was in the conversation, all the time looking with loving eyes, and staying focused in
the conversation until she found something to joyfully connect with in the shared experience. Another time,
I noted how another volunteer had the ability to see one of our Suites residents with so much respect that he
is taking the time to learn Norwegian from her. And still another time, I was so moved by one of our
childcare daycare workers at how lovingly she was able to sit among our kids, beautifully smiling, actively
listening to them and engaging them in “conversation” that I stopped her in the hallway later that day and
made sure I let her know that she had a real gift. And lastly, another time I heard a Suites resident coming
to me and telling me to check in on her tablemate because she ate very little during dinner. No doubt that
there are many more times of special care that my one pair of eyes are not privy to but I thought that I’d
share these few with you as they registered with me this month. Peace to you all!
Chaplain Andy

September Mission of the Month: Lutheran World Relief
In addition to the School Kits that we are compiling at
9am, September 9th as part of our Mission of the
Month, we are inviting contributions of SOAP, as well
as funds to contribute to the Shipping Fund.
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Come and join us!
Dedication of
Valley View Cemetery Gate
September 2nd at noon

Peace Lutheran’s July Financial Report
July
Donations / Expenditures
$15,885.90
$13,179.40

Year to Date
Donations / Expenditures
$106,717.39 $118,144.78

Mission of the Month: $389.26—Lutheran Disaster Response
Parsonage Fund
Interest Income $104.69

Balance $123,364.57

2018 Budget
$210,605.00

Average Donation Needed Each Month
$17,550.41

Year to Date General Fund Donations Under Budget by $16,135.48

Planning ahead…An Introduction to Centering Prayer
Be still, and know that I am God.- Psalm 46:10
Next month there will be a local, ecumenical opportunity to gather with others to learn more about the
practice of Centering Prayer, a contemplative practice.
It will be held at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church on Camano, October 12 and 13th. There will be an
introductory gathering on Friday, 7:00-8:00 pm, and the workshop will be Saturday from 10:00-2:00,
with lunch provided. They are asking for a $10 donation at the door.
Note: There was a great article on the practice of contemplative prayer in last month’s Gather magazine, entitled “In the Stillness”. Ask Pastor Annette for a copy if you would like to read it and don’t
have access to one.
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October: Pastor’s “Sixtieth Sabbath”
I have spoken with many of you about my plans for the month of October, but I need to make a general
announcement. I have been saving up my 2018 vacation time in order to be gone for the month of
October. I turn 60 at the end of that month, and I am celebrating with an extended trip to Ireland,
Scotland and France. I first conceived of this possibility last year and sought approval from the council
to take my vacation time in a block this fall. (Note: this is a “sabbath time off”, using accrued vacation/
continuing ed days- not a formal sabbatical). I am arranging for the appropriate pastoral coverage. This
journey will be part vacation with my husband, part pilgrimage and part personal retreat. I am very
grateful for this opportunity!

Peace Lutheran Church Women
I can see clearly now the smoke has gone! Well almost...but the sky is clearing a bit this morning and I have
high expectations that a nice weekend is in store albeit a little cooler than I like for an end of summer day.
With the end of summer comes the resurgence of many PLCW activities.
Out next PLCW meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 5 at 11:30 am. It is a ‘planned potluck’
with women whose last name begins with an A—M being asked to bring a salad and those with last name
beginning N—Z bringing a dessert! Rolls and drinks will be provided. We are hoping that Al and Judy
Camp will share a bit about their travel experiences to Morocco and beyond! All women are invited to
attend and I hope to see you all there.
Last Spring our group donated $500 towards the cost of food for the September 9 PLC celebration. There
has been a pleasant response from people long connected with the church but office staff is still waiting for
RSVP’s from many members. If you haven’t called Becky to say you are coming please take a minute and
do that today—it goes along way in planning such an event. There are also some volunteer spots that need
to be filled so please consider one of those also! I know the day will include assembling LWR school kits,
picture displays, good conversation, some activities planned by Mary, a bouncy house for the kids and of
course the BBQ. This should be a fun time for all!
Bazaar time is fast approaching and Chair Connie DiGregorio has all the details well underway. Remember
to plan your Fall harvest to include a few items for this event. Hopefully the crafters in the congregation are
thinking of or working on things as I write this!!!!! Okay, maybe not literally but it would be great if
projects are in the works. Quilt tickets are available from myself or in the office—remember ladies—sell,
sell, sell.
I mentioned the assembly of LWR school kits—thank you first to Linda Legler for once again creating the
200+ bags we will use. This is a tremendous job and we all appreciate her dedication. Second, many thanks
to all those who supplied the needed items—filling 200 bags takes a lot of stuff but we did it!!! Whether
you gave notebooks, scissors, erasers, rulers, etc. or cash 200 children in parts unknown will benefit from
your generosity.
“Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.” (Psalm 62:8)
Peace,
Debra Compton
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ZION CEMETERIES RECEIVE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANT
Zion Lutheran Cemetery and Pleasant Hill Cemetery at the Little White Church on the Hill were awarded a
Historic Cemetery Preservation Capital Grant in August 2018 to be used for improving conditions at the
site.
The grant was announced by Allyson Brooks, Ph.D., state historic preservation officer for the State of
Washington Department of Archeology and Historic Preservation. It is part of a grant program authorized
by the state legislature to help preserve historic cemeteries in Washington state.
About $1350 was awarded and will be used to help improve the access road and provide signs for
directions, parking, warnings and other information. These efforts will enhance safety for drivers and
visitors visiting the site. The work will be completed by Fall 2019.
Zion Lutheran Cemetery is the main burial ground at the Little White Church on the Hill. Pleasant Hill
Cemetery, located towards the bottom of the hill, was originally established by church members in 1884.
Both cemeteries receive regular maintenance and improvements. Bill Rod and Bruce Grimm are sextons.
The grant application was selected for approval based, in part, on the historical significance of the property,
a number of military veteran burials and local early settlers being laid to rest there and need for
preservation assistance.
Sextons remind family and friends of those buried at these historic cemeteries that individual donations to
the Zion Lutheran Cemetery Fund are always welcome to help defray regular operating expenses.

News from Kathi and Mark, Wuhan, China
English Camps
The summer camp we just completed was a Native American Indian theme. We learned about 5 regions
in the United States and their First Nations peoples. The kids worked hard at memorizing the main
points of the story that was told as a serial all week. It contained hand motions as well so that it was
easier to remember.
The story taught them the Way of Peace, modeled after the Iroquois Confederacy, which was also used
as a base for the Declaration of Independence! We all had a rewarding time. And in this Peace, we rest.
The Winter English Camp had a very royal feel to it thanks to all the hard work of our friends from the
States who came out to make it positively Medieval.
Please remember us often as we
remember you. Our time here is
limited and we want to make our
family proud. As you watch the
news just understand that it’s not
all as it seems. Sometimes it’s
better!

P age 8
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Joining
Hands,
Giving
Thanks
40 Years

of
Celebration and Service
Come gather with our neighbors, celebrate the many ways this building
supports our community, and plant seeds for further collaboration in
meeting local needs.

September 9th, 2018

9:00 School kits Assembly, Fellowship Hall
10:00 festive Worship begins, followed by a BBQ out on the
lawn. PLEASE PLAN TO BRING A SALAD OR A
DESSERT TO SHARE WITH OUR GUESTS.

Check out our new website!

Lots of great information for
both members and visitors. Feel
free to share the link with others. See if you can find YOUR
picture! Still at
www.plsilvana.org. MANY
THANKS to Dave Tripp who
has worked deligently to keep
our earlier website updated and
current for the last few years.
Your time and effort was much
appreciated!
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LINC NW and North County Youth!
Kids + Space + Jesus = AWESOME
Vacation bible school three times! We did that! We reached 75+ kids in 5 different congregations across
county with a message of God’s amazing creation and Jesus love for each of us! With your help we lead
volunteers, staff, and students through the vastness of the solar system, the galaxy, and the universe to
discover the X-Structure at the center of the whirlpool galaxy. A perfectly shaped cross! The incredible
detail of creation and the reminder that God’s fingerprints are all over! We are so grateful for our
partners and volunteers; without you we wouldn’t have had the courage to take on a three VBS run!
Thank you!
North County Youth!
We have hosted eight youth groups, three trainings, and spent well over 100+ hours of contact with
students learning about their lives and introducing them to a living God! We are grateful to Faith
Lutheran, Lakewood for being incredible hosts and for their continued partnership as we grow into our
next phases of ministry in North Snohomish county! We’ll be hosting parties on select Friday nights in
September and October creating super-fun, crazy-exciting, intentionally safe environments for kids to be
after football games! Check our calendar for youth group dates, After-Parties, and all that we have
coming up through the fall! Help us reach a generation with the love of Jesus and the Church!
Mentoring!
At the core of what we do is mentoring! We see the power of mentoring in everything we do. This fall
we are going to be matching adults to students in all of our partner churches, at North Middle School, at
Everett High School and are working on creating music/arts/homework support, and safe space in
Lakewood. We are always interested in adults that desire to create meaningful and invested
relationships with teenagers and would love to have you in our mentoring pool! We’ll be hosting
trainings, on-boarding events, and opportunities for you to get to know students; get on our contact list
so that we can keep you updated!
For emails, calendars, and updates visit: www.northcountyyouth.org

*** Youth and Family ***
Thank goodness we have had a few sprinkles to clear away some of the smoke. My thoughts and prayers are
with all the people who have been displaced and the lands that have been destroyed by the fires. We are all
blessed to have fire fighters who willing go out and fight these raging fires. May we all continue to pray for
everyone in harm’s way!
The summer was packed full of activities and I saw several youth and families throughout the summer
months doing some pretty amazing things. However now we are moving on to fall and I have even more
things planned. Out to Dinner will be going to Everett on September 4th. We will be going to Mazatlan
Mexican Restaurant on Pacific Avenue. The Out to Lunch bunch will be going to Poulsbo on the 18th. Please
watch the bulletin for departure time and please sign up. I want to have full bus. Plan to spend a little extra
time walking around and seeing the sights.
I’ve been having a craving for Lefse lately and guess what in just a few short weeks we will be having our
first Lefse rolling party. You read that correctly it’s going to be a party in the fellowship hall. On Monday
the 24th we will be peeling, boiling, ricing, and cooling potatoes. On Tuesday the 25th we will begin rolling
the fine delicacy known far and wide as Lefse and we will repeat this process again the very next day. We
will begin the mornings at 10 am and lunch will be provided all 3 days. Everyone is welcome and we try to
find fun jobs for everyone.
The mission committee will be meeting on the 12th at 7:30 pm. Anyone who is interested in going to China
in January/February and to Guatemala in 2020 is encouraged to come. We will be discussing what is mission
and service trips, expectations, cost, and how these trips are life changing. We will also be praying for the
people we will be working with.
MJ
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PLCW serving group for September:
Group #2, Patti Vroman
Remember to keep coffee time
simple!

Birthdays
3
4

5
8
11
17
19
20
19
23

Patti Jones
Jodi Hoffmeister
Paityn Brower
Nathan Norman
Grace Barlond
Bonnie Fuentes
Amanda Cave
Dolly Pachur
Kim Moyer
Michele Johnson
Donna Burlingame
Della Ludwig
Khloe Markham
Emily Gonzales

Worship Participants
Becky is always looking for volunteers to help
with ushering, greeting, reading, candle
lighting, music and communion.
If you have never done it before, she would be
happy to add your name to the list and instruct
you on what is involved.
Please sign-up or give Becky a call.
Legler’s Annual Sausage Fest
September 8th, 3pm+
Join the Leglers for 8 kinds of sausage, sauerkraut, corn
on the cob and craft beers. The fest begins at 3pm. The
food will be served at 5pm. Come one and all!
Bill and Linda Legler
12419 Smokes Road, Arlington
360-435-3262

Joan Johnson has moved!
Her new address is:
Brookdale
Joan F. Johnson
7212-265th St NW Rm #201
Stanwood, WA 98292
She is hoping to be able to keep her same phone number

September 2018
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3 Labor Day 4

5

12:00 Valley
View Gate
Blessing

10:00
12:00 AA
Women’s AA
Out to Dinner
5:00 Pills
Everett
Anonymous

PLCW
11:30 Lunch
12:15
Meeting

9

10

12

9:00 School kit
assembly
10:00
Worship
12:00 BBQ

5:00 Pills
Anonymous
6:00 4-H

Lydia Circle - 7:30 Mission
Out to Dinner Committee–
Guatemala

16

17

18

5:00 Pills
Anonymous

12:00 AA

10:00
Worship

God’s Work Our
Hands/ 40th
Celebration

9:00 Sunday
School for all
ages
10:00
Worship

Office closed

10:00
Women’s AA

12:00 AA

10:00
Out to Lunch
Women’s AA Poulsbo

6:30 Council

23

11

24

6pm Dist AA

25

9:00 Sunday
School for all
10:00 Worship

10:00 Lefse
Potato prep

30 9:00 SS

10:00
12:00 AA
Women’s AA
5:00 Pills
Anonymous

…………….
10 :00 Worship
12 :00 Animal
Blessing

10:30 AlAnon

9:30 Naomi
10:30 AlAnon
11:30 Esther

19

6

7
12:00 AA

13

14
12:00 AA

20

21

10:30 AlAnon 10:00 LWR
Quilting
12:00 AA
Gathering
Place
4:30 prep
5:30 dinner
Synod
6:00 4-H food Women’s…

26

10:00 Lefse
10:00 Lefse
Roll/bake/pkg Roll/bake/pkg
10:30 AlAnon
6:00 Youth &
Family/
Confirmation

27

28
12:00 AA

8

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast
3:00 Legler’s
Sausage Fest

15

10:00 Bazaar
Sewing with
Bonnie &
Joyce

22

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast

Retreat ........

29

District AA
workshop
11am-2pm

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100 (1717 Larson Road)
Silvana, WA 98287

Fall Schedule begins September 2nd!
Worship 10 am at Peace
***
Special Celebration—God’s Work, Our Hands
40 Years at Peace
September 9th 10am Worship
Community BBQ
***
Contact us at Peace Lutheran
Telephone: 360-652-8739
Email: pastor@plsilvana.org
office@plsilvana.org
Web Site: www.plsilvana.org
Like us on Facebook!

