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Taking time at the feet of Jesus

Preparing to preach on the story of Martha and Mary this week reminded me of how important
it is to regularly seek out quiet sabbath time. Perhaps it is even more important when things
are shifting and changing, and we are trying to figure out the next best steps. How do we
create opportunities to “sit with Jesus” and listen for the still, small voice of holy guidance?
During our synod assembly in May, our outgoing bishop Kirby Unti shared his last formal
address to the synod. He reflected with us about the changing status of the church and
challenged us to ask the hard question: “whose agenda” is driving the decisions made within
our ministry context? Is it the agenda of the loudest voices? Of tradition and “we’ve always
done it this way”? Of anxiety over survival? Or is it the Gospel – the agenda of Jesus? He
underscored the importance of having our focus centered on setting aside “our” agenda and
taking time to deeply ponder the questions: What is God up to in this community? And how
might we join in?
In a time of significant transition, when old answers and models and approaches are no longer
working, he suggests the need is to listen to the prophet Joel: Return to the Lord your God. It
is time to move from “planning” and “figuring it out” to “deep listening” at the feet of Jesus.
Only God can make the desired future happen, because it surely lies beyond our ability to
predict – or perhaps even imagine.
Bishop Unti suggested that Lutheran are pretty much “head” people- comfortable with ideas
and concepts and knowledge, at ease in the classroom, learning from the “experts”. The
answers we seek about God’s desired future will not come from the classroom, but from
engagement in community. First, the faith community engaging in deep listening to God’s
word in scripture and in prayer, and then in deep listening to the diversity of folks around us
in the neighborhood.

Come. Sit. Listen. Learn. Allow God to reveal the next steps.
Blessings, Pastor Annette

The Wi tness of P ea ce

P age 2

Broken Vessels
By Bishop-Elect Shelley Bryan Wee
From the August 2019 Edition of The Spirit
Today in the mail I received a surprise gift of pottery. Two vases and a
cup. All beautiful. All treasured. But the most beautiful one has a
crack on the top. I worried that it had cracked during the shipping
process so I texted my friends who had sent it asking if I should be
concerned. One of them replied, “Earthen vessels that we are, with
maybe a crack that God can make beautiful.”
I confess that I’m feeling a little cracked right now. As excited as I am
for this new call as Bishop, and as excited as I am to work with rostered ministers and
congregations in this synod and in the wider church, there is a lot to process and learn. I feel
the weight of responsibility and expectation.
But today, looking at this cracked vase, ruminating on my friend’s words, I am awash in
grace.
You see, it is so easy when we look at ourselves or our world, to only concentrate on what
seems broken. Sometimes we only see the imperfect and despair. We wonder what is wrong
with this world, with society, with church, with ourselves.
But what if it is exactly this brokenness that shows God? What if this crack is where the Spirit
enters in? Maybe it is in this very vulnerability when we can finally catch a glimpse of who
God is and who we are.
I know that just as I have some anxiety about beginning a new call and what the future holds,
there is anxiety in your lives, too. I understand both the difficulty and anticipation of moving
into the future together.
But as I quoted Acts 17 during the synod assembly, I say to you
again, “For in God, we live and move and have our being.” And this
is where we begin and end – in God, with one another, trusting in
the love that comes from Jesus. For this is who we are: Cracked
earthen vessels open to the calling of the Spirit.
As I begin this new call as Bishop of the Northwest Washington
Synod, I call on all of us to be trusting, accepting, vulnerable, and
hopeful, as we anticipate the dance of God’s Holy Spirit – cracked
beautiful vessels that we are together.
In God’s Peace and Joy,
Bishop-Elect Shelley Bryan Wee
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Readings For
August:
August 4th—Pentecost 8
First Reading
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14;
2:18-23
Psalm
Psalm 49:1-12
Second Reading
Colossians 3:1-11
Gospel Reading
Luke 12:13-21
August 11th—Pentecost 9
First Reading
Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm
Psalm 33:12-22
Second Reading
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Gospel Reading
Luke 12:32-40
August 18th —Pentecost 10
First Reading
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Psalm
Psalm 82
Second Reading
Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Gospel Reading
Luke 12:49-56
August 25th—Pentecost 11
First Reading
Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm
Psalm 103:1-8
Second Reading
Hebrews 12:18-29
Gospel Reading
Luke 13:10-17

President: Larry Sather
Vice-President: Al Camp
Treasurer: Connie DiGregorio
Secretary: Alanna Stone
Greg Erwin (1)
Janeen Smith (2)
Larry Bean (1)
Dana Stoffel (2)
PLCW Rep: Anne Grimm
Youth: Simon Fuentes

Pastor: Annette Andrews-Lux
360-652-8739
(pastor@plsilvana.org)
Office worker: Becky Sather
360-652-8739
(office@plsilvana.org)
Youth & Family: Mary Fuentes
360-652-8739
(office@plsilvana.org)

Our Circles this month
Naomi Circle will meet at 11:30 am on the second
Wednesday of the month at Cathy Pryor’s home.
Esther Circle will be meeting at 11 am at Willow
and Jim’s on second Wednesday of the month.
Lydia Circle will meet at Hazel Blue Acres, 5:30
pm on the first Monday of the month.
If the weather is nice we will meet
outside by the house. If it is raining
we will meet in the barn.

Musicians
Richelle Tripp
Allyson Martinez

Our Mission Statement
“Called by Christ to offer help, hope
and healing.”
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“See Me”
Dear Partners,
A short film was shown at our last Josephine staff meeting
titled, “See Me.” It inspired these thoughts in me that I thought
I would share with you this month…
What do you see when you look at me?
Do you see someone old and past their prime?
Do you see a disease stealing away someone you love?
Do you see someone who can’t take care of themselves?
Do you see a problem to be fixed?What do you see when you look at me?
Do you see my loss in memory?
-or maybe one of my other losses?
-take your pick: sight, sound, mobility, bowels, social graces…
-I’ve got plenty to choose from.
What do you see when you look at me?
Now, please—look at me.
Don’t look past me in shame—look me in the eyes.
Take your time.
See me.
See me…
I still want to be loved.
I still want to be forgiven.
I still want you to be proud of me.
I still want to laugh and sing and enjoy good food and good company.
I still want to smell flowers.
I still want to hear God’s promises.
I still want to enjoy chocolate and a good cup of coffee.
I still want to smile and hear a good joke.
I still want to see the wonder in the eyes of children.
I still want to have some good friends.
I still want to be useful.
I still want to love someone.
See me…
I am still a child of God.
As always, dear Partners in Christ, thank you for your support of this ministry and for
allowing us to do it on your behalf.
Warmly,
Chaplain Andy
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Mission of the Month:
Simple solution for complicated times
Meeting the clothing needs of all eligible children, in a friendly, pleasant, and
positive atmosphere that nurtures self-esteem, and thus enhances learning.
Arlington Kids’ Kloset occupies four renovated classrooms in the old Arlington High
School. Discretion and sensitivity are paramount in our services. By locating our
services off-site from our student’s own schools, we preserve privacy and make
students more comfortable when using our service.
We strive to create a welcoming environment, and an enjoyable “shopping”
experience, just as it would be in their favorite retailer. The only difference is that
all items are free of charge. Our service is available to low income students in
the Arlington, Darrington, and Lakewood School Districts, any student in Early
Childhood Education Assistance Programs (ECEAP), and any homeless and
unaccompanied youth in the areas served by these school districts. In addition to
these clients we also serve youth in families with emergency needs due to fire,
natural disaster or sudden relocation. We have served those referred to us by the
Red Cross and will continue to serve any student with emergency needs.
We are open for clients to shop mid-August thru March. Our holiday schedule
follows the Arlington School District calendar.
We welcome your donations of new and gently used clothing items for children
ages preschool through grade 12. We are also in need of NEW socks, underwear,
toiletries, and shoes. Please also consider donations of laundry and cleaning
supplies to keep our site running. You can find donation bins at the following
locations in our community:
 Kids’ Kloset, located at 135 South French Ave, Arlington
 Edward Jones 437 N. Olympic
 Lakewood Elementary
 Lakewood Middle School
 Arlington Cleaners 5th & West Ave, Arlington
We are always looking for people who want to enrich their lives by helping children!
Please drop in during any of our open hours to take a tour and/or inquire about
volunteer opportunities. We need help with:
sorting donations laundry ironing stocking racks and shelves
assisting clients and so much more
Feel free to give us a call at (360) 435-4875 if you have any questions.
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Join us and bring a friend!
PLC WORSHIP IN THE PARK
On Sunday, August 11 we will gather for a festive summer worship
outside in God’s creation! In lieu of gathering in either of our
sanctuaries, we will have our worship service at 10:00 am at
Church Creek Park in Stanwood,
followed by our annual church picnic.
We want to gather as a whole community, so please let us know if
we can help with transportation or mobility assistance.
**WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU**
*
your favorite picnic side dishes and desserts
*
lawn chairs
*
donations of paper plates and napkins
*
outdoor games or activities
*
Invite your friends and family to join us!
Peace Lutheran’s June Financial Report
Donations / Expenditures
$14,968.29 $19,336.76
Mission of the Month: $970.00—Housing Hope
Mission Investment Fund
Interest Income $130.95 Balance $114,749.33
2019 Budget
$214,789.00

Average Donation Needed Each Month
$17,899.00
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CEMETERY ETTIQUETTE & VIGILANCE
HELPS WITH GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

Holidays attract many people to Zion Lutheran Cemetery at the
Little White Church on the Hill who leave plants, flowers and
decorations on graves of loved ones. This has been a timehonored tradition since the cemetery was created by local
pioneers in 1884.
Recently, some families and friends of those laid to rest at the cemetery have mentioned that
some items left there are missing and assume they were stolen. This is a widespread
problem that nearly all cemeteries face from time to time. Thieves are hard to ward off.
Our cemetery is open to the public at least two days a week, available by appointment and
accessible by walking up the driveway at any time. Our sextons, who volunteer to maintain
the grounds with the help of a contractor and implement a cursory security plan, have noted
that not everyone visiting the cemetery comes up for the view. Some of the ways we try to
combat the problem of theft and vandalism are through irregular and unannounced drive
throughs of the property, lighting, occasional use of security cameras, consultation with the
sheriff’s office and a basic neighborhood watch program. If you are visiting the cemetery
and see a criminal act in progress or suspicious activity, call 911 for a law enforcement
response.
On the other hand, our contracted lawn and grounds maintenance person has a duty to keep
the cemetery looking presentable to the public. This is done, in part, by removing clutter
and debris. Our cemetery has rules for what decorations are allowed, and eventually
abandoned planters, faded artificial flowers or loose bouquets will be removed, especially
after the various holidays. One of the reasons for this is safety because of the hazard to
mowers and potential for injury from broken or flying objects.
The cemetery staff does not want to discourage people from honoring their loved ones, but
there is no guarantee that items will be safe. Our goal is to maintain a high level of
stewardship and not eliminate the charm of a small cemetery.
Contact our cemetery sextons, Bill Rod or Bruce Grimm or a member of the Cemetery
Committee for any questions or concerns on cemetery operations.








BASIC CEMETERY GUIDELINES
All graves shall be held subject to the provisions and restrictions of all laws of the State of
Washington.
No flowers, perennials, shrubs or trees shall be planted on or around graves.
Flowers left on a grave may be removed at the time of mowing or grounds maintenance.
Artificial flowers are discouraged during mowing season, April 1-October 1
The cemetery committee reserves the right to exclude or remove from any grave, headstone or
any other object which may conflict with the cemetery, or which they shall consider injurious to
the general appearance of the grounds.
Visitors are reminded that cemetery grounds are sacredly devoted to the interment of the dead
and a strict observance of all that is proper in a place so dedicated will be required of all who visit
there.
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To all our VBS volunteers!
The last week of June we welcomed 44 children
to sing, play, share, learn and celebrate God’s love.
We could not have done it without all of YOU!
Michelle Lilgreen
Luelle Rowan Annie Maricich
Claire Maricich
Addison Kristofferson Marlene Wing Kasea Patterson
Carol Mendenhall
Sunny Moyer
Shelby Wing
Tyler Campbell
Julia Patterson
Jordy Tyler
Simon Fuentes Aidan Patterson
Jolene Rod
Taylor Haugen
Lana Hanson Anne Grimm
Wayne Haugen
Linda Leigler
Zoe Docksteder Alanna Stone
and your staff: Mary, Becky, Pastor Annette!

We are also very grateful for all who contributed to this year’s
VBS benevolent offering of $531.90,
which was shared with
Open Arms International,
a ministry supporting vulnerable children in Kenya
with housing, education, Christian faith formation and loving care.
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Youth & Family
The summer is in full swing and it looks like the weather is just getting to the point of being
almost too hot. I say hot because for me the ideal temperature is 74 degrees, however I do
realize that there are some folks that enjoy the 80’s and 90’s. I hope you are ready to enjoy
some extremely warm weather I will say the good thing about the heat is everyone’s hay will
dry down nicely.
On Tuesday the 6th the Out to Dinner group will be going to Nobel Palace in
Marysville for some highly recommended Chinese food. We plan to be at the
restaurant at 5:30 pm, if you need a ride please don’t hesitate to call. We all
enjoy carpooling.
The Out to Lunch bunch will be traveling out to Camano Island to the Cama Beach Café on
August 15th. Cama has had several write-ups in the papers lately for their excellent views
and spectacular cuisine. We plan to leave peace at 10:20 and be at the restaurant by 11 am.
Please come and join us for some fine conversation and much needed laughter.
Peace will be serving at the Gathering Place on August 15th. This month
we would like to prepare a meal that is completely grown in Silvana or at
least from the area. If you have something that you can contribute to the
meal or are willing to help serve please give me a call.
Yes we will be having a campfire in August at the Fuentes
farm on the 16th starting at 5:30pm. This summer we have had
hot dogs, ribs, and lots of s’mores, along several side dishes.
I’m not sure what the main dish will be yet, but I can
guarantee it will be tasty. This month we will be having a
Pictionary tournament. I’m feeling pretty confident that I can
come out in the lead as my drawing skills are above average
(ha-ha). All are welcome, if you want to sit around the fire or
go for a walk, or play Pictionary it’s all up to you how you
want to spend the evening with good friends.
Let’s go slip sliding away! Alright maybe not away, but sliding down the slides at
the Birch Bay Water Slides. Monday August 19th we will be taking the bus up to
Birch Bay for some water park adventure time. We will be taking the bus, so please
reserve your space early.
I decided it’s time for me to get back to giving a Go-Green tip:
Cooler rinse- A washing machine uses up to 90% of its energy
heating water. A warm wash and cold rinse will work just as
well on nearly all clothes as a hot wash and warm rinse. Turn
your temperature down.

P age 10

The Wi tness of P ea ce

4

5
7
9
12
13
16
20
23
28
29
31

Larry Sather
Pam Holdal
Rick Love
Margaret Ames
Sue Sather
Irene Anderson
Linda Legler
Daniel Gonzales
Jessica Ludwig
Jan Cabe
Charleen Tyler
Tony Coen
Rachel Backlund
Coni Moyer
Mia Watanabe

Pastor Annette will be taking the week of
Sunday, July 30 off for some time hanging
out on Whidbey. She may be reached for a
pastoral emergency on her cell phone.
Otherwise, she will see you again on
Sunday August 4th!

Music Lovers!
Newsboys-Monroe Fair-August 28th
Chris Tomlin-Puyallup Fair-September 16th
Casting Crowns-Angel of the Winds-Sept. 28th
Bill Gaither-Overlake Christian-October 26th
For King & Country-Angel of the Winds-Nov. 3rd

PLCW serving group for August: Group #2
Leader: Patti Vroman
Acting leader:
Linda Legler
Remember to keep coffee
time simple!

August Worship
Peace: Informal service Sunday mornings at 8:30 am
(except for August 11th)
Little White Church on the Hill: Traditional worship service at 10 am
(except for August 11th)
Worship in the Park / Church Picnic, August 11th 10am
Church Creek Park, Stanwood

August 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

StanwoodCamano Fair. …………….
LWCH
12:00 AA
Scarsella
wedding
Pastor’s …… Vacation…..]

4
5
………..] 10:00

6

5:00 Pills
10:00 LWCH Anonymous
5:30 Lydia
Worship
Circle

12:00 AA
5:30 Out to
Dinner, Nobel
Palace, Msvl

11

13

8:30 Peace
Worship

10:00
Worship at
Church Creek
Park,
Stanwood/
church picnic

18

8:30 Peace
Worship

9:30 Clergy
Women’s AA text study

12

10:00
Women’s AA
5:00 Pills
Anonymous

8:30 Peace
Worship

8

10:30 Al Anon

12:00 Silvana 12:00 AA
School
Reunion
pot-luck lunch

14

15

12:00 AA

11:30 Naomi Circle
10:30 Al Anon
11:00 Esther Circle

20

21

6:00 4-H

19

Witness
10:00
articles due
Women’s AA 12:00 AA
10:00 LWCH
6:00 District
Worship
5:00 Pills
AA
Anonymous
6:00 Council
6:00 Voices

25

7

26

27

10:00
Women’s AA 12:00 AA

10:00 LWCH
5:00 Pills
Worship
Anonymous
6:00 Voices

10:20 OTLB
Cama Beach
Café, Camano
Gathering Place
4:30 prep
5:30 meal
6:00 4-H food

22

10:00 LWR Quilting 10:00 LWR
Quilting
10:30 Al Anon

9

16

10

17

12:00 AA

11:00 Cille
Krock
5:30 Bon fire/ Memorial
Service &
BBQ
Fuentes Farm reception

23

24

12:00 AA

Monroe Fair
8/22-9/2

28
10:30 Al Anon

29

30
12:00 AA
Puyallup Fair
8/30-9/22
Closed Tuesdays & 9/4

31

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100 (1717 Larson Road)
Silvana, WA 98287

Check the calendar inside or our website for all the activities at Peace!
Contact us at Peace Lutheran
Telephone: 360-652-8739
Email: pastor@plsilvana.org
office@plsilvana.org
Web Site: www.plsilvana.org
Like us on Facebook!
Come check out the new
patio/entrance at
The Little White
Church on the Hill!
We are now wheelchair
friendly and have a new
outside area for coffee
and fellowship.

