PE A CE L UT HE RA N CHURC H: GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS.

The Witness of Peace

S e p te m be r 2019

Volu me 3 4 , Iss ue 0 9

As the summer season turns its face towards fall, here at
Peace we find ourselves entering a season of significant
transition. Clearly there are changes afoot, accompanied
by uncertainty and anxiety, as well as perhaps some relief
that we are finally addressing our financial issues head on.
Woven in and around these feelings, I also sense deep
longings for a future that involves spiritual vitality and
creative risks that might lead us to a place of renewed
mission.
One thing is clear to me. The path of discerning our core congregational mission must involve
immersing ourselves in what some church leaders call the Three Great Listenings.
Listening to God:
Through intentional scriptural reflection and prayer we remember together who and whose we
are, grounding us in our identity as the Body of Christ. We must purposefully engage in
opportunities to nurture this deep listening both personally and communally, returning to this
core spiritual practice throughout our discernment process.


Listening to Our Neighbor:
Through intentional encounters with local neighbors, community leaders and key
organizations, we will seek to understand the challenges, needs, desires, questions and spiritual
perspectives of those around us. We will seek to discover what God is already up to in people's
lives, to achieve a clearer understanding of the particular context of the greater Stillaguamish
valley.


Listening to Each Other:
Through intentional conversations to reflect on what we are learning, we will consider how our
gifts and assets might enable us to witness to the gospel in word and action. Together we seek
to focus and clarify our purpose at this time in our congregational history.


God’s call to mission is not generic, but specific and particular. Guided by and rooted in the
Spirit, we seek to discover where our identity, context and purpose intersect and where that
understanding might lead us to the specific steps we as Peace Lutheran are called to take to
pursue our particular Christian mission in this time and place.
Are you ready for some intentional listening together? Stay tuned for a shared congregational
opportunity during the month of October. You are also invited to consider joining me at an
upcoming workshop on Saturday, September 28th (see pg. 9 of this newsletter.)
Blessings on our shared journey, Pastor Annette
(Resource: Pathway to Renewal, Daniel Smith and Mary Sellon)
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From the Bishop
The Spirit - September 2019
On August 3, as I prepared to fly to Milwaukee for the 2019
ELCA Churchwide Assembly, I looked out the airplane window at
Mt. Rainier and thought, “Wow! Is there anything more
spectacular?” And, I admit, I also thought, “I have so much work
to do right here in the synod, why do I have to leave for a week?”
On August 12, as I prepared to leave Milwaukee to return home, I
looked out the airplane window at Lake Michigan and thought,
“Wow! I am both so proud of our church and also so aware of
how much further we have to go!”
I hope that you were able to follow the Assembly in real time by watching the livestream. But
even if you weren’t able to follow the assembly in real time, I encourage you to read about the
people elected, the motions that were passed, experience the worship, and hopefully, enter into
the joy that happens when we are church together (which was the theme for this year). It truly
was a blessing to be with over 1000 Lutherans as we did good and hard work this past week.
In the coming months I will reflect more on some of the motions and actions that happened at
the Churchwide Assembly. But here are a few thoughts as I return home. We are connected to
a deep and broad community throughout the United States. We are people of different
ethnicities, cultures, colors, sexualities, and genders. We are young and old. We are from blue
and red states. We are people who are Lutherans from birth and we are people who embraced
the Lutheran lens of Christianity later in life.
We are a people who are listening to God’s call to embrace all people, even when it is difficult
or uncomfortable. We are a people who ask forgiveness when we mess up and we are a people
of grace. We are a people who march against unjust laws and we are a people who sing of that
promised day when all will be made right. We are a people who ask many questions and we
are a people who reflect on words spoken. We are a people who try (as best we can) to follow
Robert’s Rules of Order and we are a people who laugh when no one can figure out the rabbit
hole we have gone down as we attempt Robert’s Rules of Order. We are a people who sing old
and well-known hymns with gusto and we are a people who embrace new words and new
melodies in this new day.
In short, we are people of God. We don’t always get it right. We don’t always agree. But
God’s Spirit was present and active in Milwaukee just as God’s Spirit is present and active in
your congregation, in the Northwest Washington Synod, and in the wider ELCA. I am
confident and excited about what is next for us and for the entire ELCA.
As we heard throughout the assembly, Together we are Church.
If you would like to know more about the actions taken by the 2019 Churchwide Assembly,
you can follow this link: https://elca.org/News-and-Events/8003
Grace & Peace,
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
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Readings For
September:

September 1—Pentecost 12
First Reading
Proverbs 25:6-7 or
Sirach 10:12-18
Psalm
Psalm 112
Second Reading
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Gospel Reading
Luke 14:1, 7-14
September 8th—Pentecost 13
First Reading
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm
Psalm 1
Second Reading
Philemon 1-21
Gospel Reading
Luke 14:25-33
September 15th —Pentecost 14
First Reading
Exodus 32:7-14
Psalm
Psalm 51:1-10
Second Reading
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Gospel Reading
Luke 15:1-10
September 22nd—Pentecost 15
First Reading
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm
Psalm 113
Second Reading
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Gospel Reading
Luke 16:1-13
September 29th—Pentecost 16
First Reading
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm
Psalm 146
Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Gospel Reading Luke 16:19-31

President: Larry Sather
Vice-President: Al Camp
Treasurer: Connie DiGregorio
Secretary: Alanna Stone
Greg Erwin (1)
Janeen Smith (2)
Larry Bean (1)
Dana Stoffel (2)
PLCW Rep: Anne Grimm
Youth: Simon Fuentes

Pastor: Annette Andrews-Lux
360-652-8739
(pastor@plsilvana.org)
Office worker: Becky Sather
360-652-8739
(office@plsilvana.org)
Youth & Family: Mary Fuentes
360-652-8739
(office@plsilvana.org)

Musicians
Richelle Tripp
Allyson Martinez

Our Mission Statement
“Called by Christ to offer help, hope
and healing.”
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“Selah’s Sacred Space”
Dear Partners,
Once a quarter, Jeff Johnson, a member of St. Aidan’s
Episcopal Church, leads worship at Josephine for our
residents. The service is named a Selah Service (you
may recognize the word “selah” from the end of
several Psalms). I am so grateful for Jeff’s partnership
with us. As Jeff leads the Selah Service, a wonderful
sacred space is created for our residents through the
contemplative songs, inviting prayers, and even times
of silence.
This sacred space cannot be needed more in the often anxious times of our residents.
We are invited to rest in God’s arms, listen to God’s promises, and be molded by the
Spirit. I am so grateful for this wonderful gift that Jeff offers to us!
Do you have a gift you’d like to share with our residents? You don’t need to be able to
be well-versed in liturgy or know how to compose music life Jeff does—it can be a unique
gift from your very own passions. It also doesn’t need to be a daily or even weekly
commitment. Jeff is here once a quarter, at the moment, and offers a welcomed different
voice and space to complement our weekly worship services. Let us know what you or
your congregation might like to share—we’d love to have you!
Warmly,
Chaplain Andy,
Director of Spiritual Care

September Mission of the Month:

The mission of Skagit Domestic Violence &
Sexual Assault Services is to end domestic
violence and sexual assault in our community through empowerment, advocacy, education, awareness and action for social change.
We provide confidential assistance for victims of domestic violence, dating violence,
rape, child sexual abuse, stalking, elder
abuse, sexual assault and sexual harassment.

Services include:
Crisis intervention
Emergency shelter
Advocacy-based counseling
Legal/medical/social services advocacy
Support groups
Children’s advocacy Community education and prevention
ALL SERVICES ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND FREE!
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ELCA: Advocacy at Work
Connecting faith and public life

As members of the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve and love our
neighbor. God uses our hands, through our direct service work and our voices, through our
advocacy efforts, to restore and reconcile our world. Through faithful advocacy, the ELCA
lives out our Lutheran belief that governments can help advance the common good.
ELCA advocacy works for change in public policy based on the experience of Lutheran
ministries, programs and projects around the world and in communities across the United
States. We work through political channels on behalf of the following biblical values:
peacemaking, hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and concern for people living in
poverty and struggling with hunger and disease.

Find out how you can make a difference: www.elca.org/advocacy
*****************************************************************

2019 Convention & Gathering of Women
of the ELCA NW WA Synod
Footsteps of Our Foremothers:
An Immigration Story
Join us October 5, 2019 at First Lutheran Church,
Bothell, WA for:
Interest Groups, Election of officers, board members and Triennial Voting Members,
Music,Worship, Fellowship
Keynote Speaker: Sigi Helgeson, Lutheran Community Services NW
Interest Groups: Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services, Ammparo
Offering Objective: 50% to Women of the ELCA Churchwide
50% to organizations featured in the presentations
Registration: $45 (includes Continental Breakfast and Lunch), $50 after September 15
Registration, Continental Breakfast, Displays, Fellowship 8 am- 9 am,
8:45 am Gathering Music, Opening of Convention 9 am
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Fall Bazaar Set For November 2nd
It’s time to start planning for PLCW’s Country Christmas Bazaar
scheduled for Saturday, November 2nd. Our whole congregation has
an opportunity to participate in some way.
Gift/Baskets for Silent Auction – you can contribute a whole basket
of goodies or donate items to make up a basket.
Used Treasures – Look about your home and begin setting aside items
to donate.
Crafts/Harvest – let your creative side shine by making some things to sell or set aside
produce from your fall garden harvest
Quilt Raffle – Karen Dicken made a beautiful quilt that is on display in the church Narthex.
You can purchase tickets or ask Debra Compton for a bunch to sell.
Lefse Making – Join a fun group in making our always popular lefse. Dates are set for
September 23-25 and October 21-23. Times will be announced later.
Krumkaka/Flatbread Making – stay tuned for dates.
Bakery Goods – be thinking of some tasty treats to make for this popular area.
Gift Cards – when you’re out shopping pick up a few cards for the Gift Card Tree.
All money raised at the Bazaar is used by PLCW to provide camp scholarships to our youth,
buy Bibles for our youth, give donations to several charitable organizations and more!

Peace Lutheran’s July Financial Report
Donations / Expenditures
$20,640.65 $19,411.04
Mission of the Month: $488.00—Josephine Caring Community’s Good Sam Club
Mission Investment Fund
Interest Income $135.47 Balance $114,884.79
2019 Budget
$214,789.00

Average Donation Needed Each Month
$17,899.00
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Join us on God’s Work Our Hands Sunday
September 8th, 9:00 am

to assemble our LWR School Kits!

This year we will expand our GWOH acts of service in two additional
ways:
 A focused FOOD DRIVE: We will collect food items that focus on
school lunches and healthy, easy to prepare after school snacks. EVERYBODY is invited to bring something to add to our shopping cart that
day!
Suggestions: Dry cereal, instant oatmeal, peanut butter, instant soup, macaroni and
cheese, canned fruit, vegetables, soup, chili, stew, chicken, tuna, sauces,
applesauce squeeze tubes, granola bars



An opportunity to join other ELCA members in ADVOCACY around three
key issues: Climate Change, Food Assistance and Housing
Information and an opportunity to write messages to our state and federal
lawmakers will be available.

OUR PRAYERS: Church: ELCA, Staff, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee,
Missionaries, Church Council, Pastor Annette Andrews-Lux
Military: Armed Forces Around the World, Justin Fuentes, Tyler Gedstad, Susan Gedstad, Hansen Fuentes
Continued Healing: Sharon Daoura, Renae Cupic, Shirley Ahrens, Chris Reese, Donna Burlingame, Ray
Erps (Leilani Erp’s son), Sarah Clavel (friend of Mary Fuentes), Dolly Pachur, John & Maudie Gedstad,
Irene Anderson, Derrah Thomas, Joan Johnson, Marit Stevens, Gillian Holsinge, Sue Sather, Lois Lasardi,
Kylee Dixon, Wendi (Vroman) Lanting, Audrey King (Betty Jacob’s cousin), Heidi Pearson (Mary
Nicholas’ daughter), Mary Stinson (friend of Shirley Cupic), Marylee Sams (former Peace musician), Aaron
Tyson (cancer), JR Messer (cancer), Laurie Cartmill (cancer), Ted Oien, Jan Cabe, Jason Lee, Patti Vroman,
Emily McGlinchy, Jerry Hefty, Dolores Vanwinkle (hospice), Jessica Martin, Kenny & Robin Sather, Jason
Petkovits (Jeff Olseene’s nephew), Dave Larson, Andrea Hanson (Stephanie Bean’s sister), Jim Jones, Dana
Stoffel, Avery Patterson, Sue Ludwig’s sister, Dave Ridgway (Bea Ferguson’s brother), Grace Barlond,
Darlene McClay, Emilee Wanden (Anne Grimm’s niece)
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Youth and Family
Thank goodness we have had a few sprinkles throughout the summer to keep the wildfires at

bay. However many other parts of the country and world are facing deadly wildfires and
many people and animals have been displaced. My thoughts and prayers are with all the
people who have been displaced and the lands that have been destroyed by the fires. We are
all blessed to have fire fighters who willing go out and fight these raging fires. May we all
continue to pray for everyone in harm’s way!
The summer was packed full of activities and I saw several youth and families throughout
the summer months doing some pretty amazing things. We spent time at fairs, around the
campfire playing Pictionary, road trips to see new sights, and gathering together to celebrate
every day joys. However now we are moving on to fall and I have even more things planned.
Out to Dinner will be going to Everett on September 10th. The Out to Lunch bunch will be
going North on the 17th. Please watch the bulletin for departure time and please sign up. I
want to have full bus. Plan to spend a little extra time walking around and seeing the sights.
This last summer we gathered several times at my family’s farm around the camp fire, some
nights it was just for the s’mores while other nights we played games. We are going to keep
this going by gathering on September 21st if the weather is good we will gather around the
campfire if it is a little iffy we will gather at the church for a pot luck and an epic lip sync
battle. All are welcome to come and watch the shenanigans and whoop it up for the players.
I’ve been having a craving for Lefse lately and guess what in just a few short weeks we will
be having our first Lefse rolling party. You read that correctly it’s going to be a party in the
fellowship hall. On Monday the 23rd we will be peeling, boiling, ricing, and cooling
potatoes. On Tuesday the 24th we will begin rolling the fine delicacy known far and wide as
Lefse and we will repeat this process
again the very next day. We will
begin the mornings at 10 am and
lunch will be provided all 3 days.
Everyone is welcome and we try to
find fun jobs for everyone.
The mission committee will be
meeting on the 16th at 7:00 pm.
Anyone who is interested in going to
Guatemala in 2020 is encouraged to
come. We will be discussing what
are mission and service trips,
expectations, cost, and how these
trips are life changing. We will also
be praying for the people we will be
working with.
MJ
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Do you have a passion for the mission of this
congregation?
Join Pastor Annette as we hone our skills for listening to
God’s call.
Listening Leadership I
Saturday, September 28, 9am-12noon, Burlington Lutheran
This year our Living Local focus is on Listening Leadership as a practice of communal
discernment. Listening Leadership involves respectful and mutual interactions. These are
given shape by how we structure, hold, and convene the conversations that our churches are
having. It is important to consider the questions we ask and how we ask them. We must to
seek to invite collaborative interaction for discerning God's life already among us.

ANOTHER GREAT LEARNING OPPORTUNITY!
Local ELCA World Hunger event, with Rick Steves
Hunger and Hope: Lessons from Ethiopia and Guatemala
Monday, October 7, 7pm-9pm at Trinity, Lynnwood
Rick Steves, guidebook author and travel TV host, and the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding
bishop of the ELCA, will host the premiere screening of Steves' new special "Hunger and
Hope: Lessons from Ethiopia and Guatemala." Following the screening, Steves, Eaton and
Rev. Dan Rift, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal Director, will engage in conversation and take questions on issues surrounding world hunger. Attendees will be given the
opportunity to learn more about ELCA World Hunger and how to support their efforts to address these issues. This event is free and open to the public - please register at:
hunger-and-hope.eventbrite.com.
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PLCW serving group September: Group #3
Leader: Maudie Gedstad
Remember to keep coffee
time simple!
3
4

5
11
17
19
20
23
27

Patti Jones
Jodi Hoffmeister
Paityn Brower
Nathan Norman
Grace Barlond
Amanda Cave
Dolly Pachur
Kim Moyer
Michele Johnson
Khloe Markham
Donna Burlingame
Della Ludwig
Emily Gonzales
James Pearson

Food Bank Items
Don’t forget to bring kid
friendly, easy to prepare items
for God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday!

Monday, September 30th

September 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10:00
Worship at
Peace

Labor Day
10:00
Women’s AA
5:00 Pills
Anonymous

8

9:00 God’s
Work, Our
Hands
10:00
Worship at
Peace
4-6 NCYouth

15

9

PLCW

10

6:00 4-H

Out to Dinner
(Everett)
6:00 Voices

16

17

9:00 Sunday
School for all
10:00
Worship at
Peace

10:00
OTLB
Women’s AA Boomer’s
Drive-In
5:00 Pills
12:00 AA
Anonymous
6:00 Council/
7:00 Mission Voices/
Committee
District AA

22

23

9:00 Sunday
School for all
10:00
Worship at
Peace

10:00 Lefse
Boil potatoes

24

30

9:00 Sunday
School for all
10:00
Worship at
Peace

Blood Drive
12:30-6:30

10:00
Women’s AA

5:00 Pills
Anonymous

11

9:00 Naomi Circle
10:30 Al Anon
11:00 Esther Circle

18

Witness articles due
10:30 Al Anon

25

10:00 Lefse
10:00 Lefse
Mix/roll/bake/ mix/roll/bake/sort &
sort & package package

10:00
Women’s AA 12:00 AA
5:00 Pills
Anonymous

29

12:00 AA

11:30 Lunch
5:30 Lydia
12:30 Meeting
Circle pot luck

10:00
Women’s AA 12:00 AA
5:00 Pills
Anonymous

10:30 Al Anon

10:30 Al Anon

12

19
Gathering
Place
4:30 prep
5:30 meal
6:00 4-H food

26

13

14

12:00 AA

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast

20

21

12:00 AA

10-4 District
AA Open
House
5:30
Camp Fire/
Fellowship

27
12:00 AA

28

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100 (1717 Larson Road)
Silvana, WA 98287

Check the calendar inside or our website for all the activities at Peace!
Contact us at Peace Lutheran
Telephone: 360-652-8739
Email: pastor@plsilvana.org
office@plsilvana.org
Web Site: www.plsilvana.org
Like us on Facebook!
Come check out the new patio/entrance and paved road at
The Little White Church on the Hill!
We are now wheelchair friendly and have a
new outside area for coffee and fellowship.
Thank you to Larry Hanson and Jolene Rod for taking
charge of this project and thank you to everyone else who
participated in and donated to these improvements.
A special thanks to Stanwood Redi-mix for the concrete and
especially the Estate of Karine Smith for
providing the funding.

