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Let there be Light!
As we journey through this season of Epiphany, we hear the image of light invoked
frequently. Our siblings of color have raised our awareness of how fear of “the dark” has
been used to fuel negative racial judgments about dark-skinned people. We must remember
that the scriptural images of light and darkness are drawn from creation, from the cycles of
the day and the seasons, mostly related to the ability to see rightly and perceive clearly the
presence of God.
From a creation- centered perspective, these days of winter have been a traditional time to
invoke the in-breaking of light. Many of us are also feeling overwhelmed by the shadows
of the political, ecological and global crises which surround us. There is so much uncertainty; it is difficult to see the path ahead, to trust that dawn will come.
What do you associate with the light of God breaking in? Hope? Trust? Clarity? Joy?
New life? The scriptures clearly invite us to seek out God’s light, so that we might discover
the way God desires us to live and the particular choices God would have us make. For us
as Christian disciples, Jesus must be the one to whom we look to reveal God’s light.
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what
is pleasing to the Lord. - Ephesians 5:8-10
May you discover the light, with the eyes of your heart wide open.
- Pastor Annette
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Grace Grants

From the February edition of The Spirit
I am excited to announce that the application process for Northwest Washington Synod
Grace Grants is open. Thanks to the vision and desire for continued ministry, Grace
Lutheran, Bellevue gave the synod council a percentage of their proceeds when they closed
their ministry. The synod council, in turn, wants to invest this money in congregations and
ministry sites who are doing faithful innovation. In that spirit, Grace Grants were born.
For each of the next three years, $100,000 will be made available for congregations and ministry sites to
apply for Grace Grants. If other congregations, institutions or individuals would like to contribute to this
fund, the synod council will continue Grace grants beyond these initial three years.
Congregations and ministry sites are welcome to apply for grants ranging from $2,000 to $20,000. The
council welcomes all applications. In particular, the Grace Grant Committee and synod council are looking
for congregations who are faithfully looking into the future, trusting God, and seeing new possibilities in
sharing the story of Jesus.
As you consider these grants, these questions might help you discern what God is up to in your area of the
synod:
 What is happening in your church’s neighborhood? Where do you see possibilities for partnership or
collaboration?
 What is our unique ELCA identity and witness?
 Are there avenues to talk with and listen to those outside the walls of the church?
 How can we equip disciples and our own community of faith?
 How can we foster a spirit of connection across the synod?
 What are the resources needed to develop new leaders?
 How can we partner with young adults, listening and collaborating?
 Where are the places we can be more eco-friendly in our church buildings?
 Who are those marginalized?
 Who are those discriminated against?
Of course, there are other areas to consider for ministry through these Grace Grants. These are just a few
ideas that might help.
As you prepare, here are some important dates:
 February 1 - Grant Application Period open, find form on synod website.
 May 1 - Applications due. No late applications will be accepted.
 May - Grant committee review will take place.
 June 5 - Final approval of Grants by Synod Council.
 June 6 - Notification of grants awarded at Synod Assembly.
 July 1 - Grants to be funded
Grants need to be used between July 1, 2020 & April 1, 2021. Grants are potentially renewable.
I hope you find this opportunity as exciting as the Northwest Washington Synod Council. We are excited to
continue vitalizing our congregations and ministry sites into the future – as we trust God is walking with us,
leading us and guiding us.
Grace & Peace,
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
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We are inviting our neighbors around the Stillaguamish ClusterWednesday, February 5th

Once a year, Holden invites Villagers across the globe to come together through
participation in the Holden Evening Prayer Around the World .
Together, we seek to support and draw strength from one another, reaffirming
our values as people who have been called, equipped, and sent, and supporting
each other’s work in environmental stewardship and justice for all people.
Peace Lutheran, 7:00 pm, followed by fellowship and refreshments

Ash Wednesday, February 26th
Noon: A cluster-wide service here at Peace, with Camano, Freeborn,
Our Saviour’s, Faith and Bethlehem
7:00 pm: A simple evening service of communion and imposition of ashes
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BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING:
A Season of Congregational Listening
The reflective gatherings we had last October were a first step for our congregation in an
extended time of focused intentional listening to God, to each other and to our greater local
community. We will continue to gather to do the work of discernment – that fancy
“spiritual” word that simply means faithfully seeking to understand what God is calling us to
do next. This next Lenten session will focus on preparing to discover God’s voice through
listening to the voices in our wider community.

Could you plan to participate in our congregational process by being part of one
of these sessions during the month of March?
Sunday, March 1 9:00- 9:45 am , prior to worship
11:30- 12:15, following worship
Tuesday, March 10 1:00- 1:45 pm
Thursday, March 12 11:00-11:45
Sunday, March 15 9:00- 9:45 am , prior to worship
11:30- 12:15, following worship
Tuesday, March 24 1:00- 1:45 pm
Thursday, March 26 11:00-11:45
Please sign up in the narthex for your preferred date ! Your participation is
significant for our congregation to continue to live into the vital and
hopeful future God desires for us.
Our Sunday School class will explore the
Sacrament of Baptism on Sundays,
February 2 and 9, to prepare some of our
members for baptism.
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As we noted last month, this year the ELCA marks 50 years of women’s ordained
leadership. Some of you missed our guest preacher, Pastor Nancy Winder, who joined
us at Peace to mark this celebration. Pastor Nancy offered us the resource below, offered by
St. Olaf College in Minnesota, as an easy way to learn about our church’s history and to
read some of the stories of our pioneering women leaders.

February’s Mission of the Month:
Our Local Food Banks
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LOOKING AHEAD : Lenten Soup and Study
Freeborn Lutheran Church invites you to a Lenten Soup and Study on Wednesdays,
March 4 - April 1. We will meet at 11:00 a.m. to share in a soup and bread meal and will
discuss Henri Nouwen's book, A Spirituality of Living. Cost of the book is $8.00

Please sign up ahead of time so that we may order a book for you
(and know how much soup to make)!

Bi-Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, February 23, following worship

Peace Lutheran’s December Financial Report
Donations / Expenditures
$18,142.72 $18,406.56
Mission of the Month: $646.00—Everett Gospel Mission
Mission Investment Fund
Interest Income $150.92 Balance $115,614.17
2019 Budget
$214,789.00

Average Donation Needed Each Month (2019)
$17,899.00
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Youth and Family-Community
Have you heard the news? The Big Game is going to be
February 2nd, pregame starts some time in the next few hours,
or at least it feels like the next few hours or maybe it’s
already begun. The Big Game is a big deal on the spectrum
of sports, but there is an even bigger deal in the world it’s
called HUNGER. Every day men, women, and children go
with out a meal, families from right here in Silvana,
Snohomish County, Washington State, the United States,
North America, and the World, are going with out food and
we can make a difference. It’s the year 2020 and in my
mind by this time we should have put an end to hunger.
Farming is more efficient than ever, trucking/transportation of produce is more efficient, and you would
think we as a population, a human race would have more compassion than ever. This year we will be
kicking off Hunger Strike with the Super Bowl of Caring on Big Game Sunday. The youth will be ringing the pots and pans to collect money for the local food banks and handing out grocery bags to everyone, so that if you would like to bring back some non-perishable food to help fill the cart the following
Sunday. We would greatly appreciate all of your help in our goal to help end Hunger.
The youth will be fasting for 30 hours starting on Friday the 7th and ending the fast on
Sunday the 9th with communion and breakfast. We will gather Friday at 6:30 at Peace
where we will prepare for the next couple day’s spent together. During the time together
we will participate in a scavenger hunt, games, community service, worship, and learning
about Gods call to serve Him and take care of those around us. All are welcome to join us
at any time during the weekend to work along side us or just cheer us, We only ask that you
please not eat in front of us.
The Out to Dinner group will be going to the Vintage Cafe in Everett on Tuesday the 4th. We will be
leaving Silvana at 4:50 and plan to be at the Vintage by 5:30.
The Out to Lunch Bunch will be gathering on the 18th, for another tasty excursion where we will head to
Marysville to one of Shirley’s favorite little restaurants.
Community night will be Saturday the 22nd. We will be gathering at 5:30 to prepare a meal together.
Everyone is asked to bring vegetables to add to the salad, and a treat to share with the group. Plan for a
fun evening of entertainment and games.
Saturday the 22nd at 9:30 in the morning Betty Jacobs will be teaching a fun quilting class in the West
end classroom by the fellowship hall. This is a basic quilt pattern where you only need two different
fabrics. If you would like to join us please talk to Betty or Mary for more information.
Team Guatemala has been busy planning fundraisers to help them purchase wood
cook stoves and other supplies for their August trip to the mountains of Guatemala.
The first fundraiser will be a Heart of Guatemala Valentines dinner. We are all
very excited to prepare a special dinner with entertainment and maybe even a few
other surprises. The Doors will open at 5:15 and we will be serving appetizers with
dinner to follow at 5:45. The dinner will be by donation. If you could please sign up with Tammy Chase
or Simon Fuentes, we would greatly appreciate it. However it is not absolutely necessary to sign up.
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PLCW serving group for February: Group #1
Leader: Charleen Tyler
Remember to keep
coffee time simple!
4
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18
20

23
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26
27

Heidi Pearson
Janet Stangeland
Greg Erwin
Dick Klabunde
Jolene Rod
Shirley Ahrens
Madison Lilgreen
Isaiah Kombol
Preston Grant
Payton Grant
Anne Grimm
Debbie Norman
Signe Cairus
Phoebe Fuentes
Greta Ashley

Card of Thanks
Dear Friends,
I would like to thank you for all of the loving
care I have received over the past month. I was
heart broken to lose my Rickster but your phone
calls, cards, food, HUGS and prayers have made
this sudden loss a bit more bearable. Special
thanks to Pastor Annette, Larry Hanson and
PLCW! Peace truly is Christ’s Church.
Your Sister in Christ,
Debra Compton

Peace Lutheran Church Women
The February meeting of PLCW will be on Febuary 5th.
The lunch at 11:30 will be hosted by
Betty Jacobs, Shirley Cupic and Debra Compton.
The meeting begins at 12:15.
Devotions will be led by Connie DiGregorio.
Come and discover what is on the program.

February
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

LWCH
Lee/Cavazini
wedding

2

9:00 Sunday
School for all
10:00
Worship
Souperbowl
of Caring bag
distribution

9

9:00 Sunday
School for all
10:00 Worship

3

4

10:00
Women’s AA 12:00 AA
5:00 Pills
Anonymous
5:30 Lydia

5:30 Out to
DinnerVintage Café,
Everett

10

11

12

10:00
Women’s AA 12:00 AA

5:00 Pills
Anonymous
6:00 4-H
Office open……………..
Becky’s back!
………………...
9:00 Sunday
School for all
10:00
Worship

23

9:00 Sunday
School for all
10:00
Worship

10:30 Al Anon
PLCW
11:30 lunch
12:15 meeting
7:00 Holden
Evening Prayer

5:00 Viking
Hall Bingo for
Lutherwood

16

5

17

18

Presidents
11:00 OTLB
Day
to Marysville
10:00
12:00 AA
Women’s AA
6:00 Council
5:00 Pills
6:00District
Anonymous
AA

24

25

10:00
Women’s AA 12:00 AA
5:00 Pills
Anonymous

5:00
Viking Hall
4-H foods
Mardi Gras
Pie Auction

6

12:00 AA

10:30 Al Anon

13

14

15

12:00 AA
5:15 Heart of
Guatemala
Valentine’s
Dinner

20

10:00 LWR
Quilting

21
12:00 AA

26 Ash Wednesday 27

28

Noon Cluster Ash
Wednesday Service

12 AA

7:00 Evening Ash
Wednesday Service

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast

Office closed…………….. ……………..
Becky skiing!.

6:00 4-H
Foods
10:30 Al Anon

8

6:30 Hunger
Strike………. …………….

9:30 Naomi Circle
10:30 Al Anon
11:30 Esther Circle

19

7

22

8:00 Men’s
Breakfast
9:30 Quilting
with Betty
5:30
Community
Night

29

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100 (1717 Larson Road)
Silvana, WA 98287

Special Services!
Holden Evening Prayer around the World—Wednesday, February 5th, 7pm
Ash Wednesday Services—Wednesday, February 26th, Noon and 7pm
Special Events:
Souper Bowl of Caring/30 Hour Famine
Heart of Guatemala Valentines Day Dinner—February 14th, 5:15pm
Quilting with Betty—February 22nd, 9:30am
Check the calendar inside or our website for all the activities at Peace!
Contact us at Peace Lutheran
Telephone: 360-652-8739
Email: pastor@plsilvana.org –or- office@plsilvana.org
Web Site: www.plsilvana.org
Like us on Facebook!
Our Mission Statement
“Called by Christ to offer help, hope
and healing.”

