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Do not let your hearts be troubled… John 14:1
Those of you who listened to my sermon last Sunday know that these words have become
a mantra for me during these difficult days. ( By the way, you can still catch the sermon on
our website. ) We move through this time with uncertainty as our constant companion.
Now more than ever, we are learning to live in the present moment, not knowing what the
future will bring.
One thing that we are growing ever more certain of is that it will not be bringing a return to
“ n ormal ” any time soon. As we learn more about this virus, as we watch the death
numbers go up, as the data provides more information about the ways the virus is transmitted, there is a growing awareness of how our accustomed congregational rhythms will
continue to be disrupted for some time. As this realization grows along with the dismay, we
are beginning to acknowledge the inherent dangers of communal, on-site worship.
Gathering a large crowd, of high percentage over 60 years old, in an enclosed space, for a
significant period of time, with lots of opportunities for touching shared surfaces and, most
especially, projecting aerosols through singing, creates an environment ripe for transmitting
infection.
Church leadership is just beginning to get a handle on what an extended period of active
cases of the virus might mean for our congregations. Personally, I have been spending
significant time getting familiar with state health directives and public health and church
resources, networking with other clergy, researching publications from other church leaders. I will be forming a small task force to help me sort through all this information and
come up with some options to bring to our own church council.
In the mean time, I share with you this May 9th letter from our local bishop, Bishop Shelley
Bryan Wee, which is a comprehensive, but by all means not exhaustive, review of our
current situation as well as concerns for the future. It can be accessed through this link:

https://faithconnector.s3.amazonaws.com/lutheransnw/files/about _ us/congregations _and
_ m inistry _sites _ may_ 9 _ 2020.pdf
There is also a link on the main page of the synod website, www.lutheransnw.org. If you
are accessing this newsletter via email, you can find the pdf as an attachment to the email.
We will try to stay in good communication as we discern the most careful and faithful next
steps.
May our hearts find peace and strength as we find our way, together.

Pastor Annette
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HAPPY NEWS! Our Grads
Kale Stewart will graduate on May 21 from Mesa High School in
Mesa,Arizona. He lettered in swim and went to State. Kale was in
the jazz band and performed solos in concerts. He is in the
National Honor Society. This Fall he will attend the University of
Arizona. He is currently studying at Hammer and Strings Conservatory in Gilbert, Arizona and working at Home Depot. ( Pictured
with Stanley! )
Karli Jean Whetham: Stanwood High School
Class of 2020
This year did not go quite as planned, but she is positive that the future
will be exciting. Karli served as the FFA president as well as showing
sheep, hogs, and beef at numerous fairs over the last few years. Karli
will be going to College in Texas majoring in animal science and
minoring in Agricultural business. She is also part owner in RK
Genetics.

Shyne Sierra McKay
Central Washington University Class of 2020 Shyne will be
graduating in June with a Bachelor in Science in Mechanical
Engineering Technology. She will start work the beginning of
August for Clark Construction in Seattle, where she will be
project manager working on the Convention Center. Shyne
shares her picture with her dog Harley!
Pastor Annette and Jim are proud to announce:
NATHANIEL WILLIAM LUX
GRADUATED FROM WESTERN
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY,
MAGNA CUM LAUDE, B.A. IN ACCOUNTING
AND NOW ON TO THE CPA EXAM!
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Looking Ahead
To Guest
Preacher
Bishop Eaton

Show up for PENTECOST SUNDAY
…on our Peace Lutheran FaceBook feed! Everyone is
invited to dress up in RED and offer a one sentence
prayer of blessing to the congregation by completing the
phrase: May the Spirit… Email it to Pastor Annette and
she will post it sometime during the day on May 31st.
Gather the family ( or whoever is in your householdpets welcome! ) . Dress up in something RED and
record a short video, sharing your blessing. If you could
also take a still photo, I can share these with our non-FB
users. All you folks who don ’ t use phones or
computers, try to see if there is anyone in your
residence who could take a photo of you and email it to
Pastor Annette: pastor@plsilvana.org. OR call pastor
( 3 60-661-3620 ) and share your message over the phone. She will make sure your prayer
is included.
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Publicly Engaged Church
The ELCA is a publicly engaged church that rolls up our sleeves and gets to work. We do
God ’ s work in the world, the work of restoring and reconciling communities. We pursue
justice and seek peace no matter how long the journey or wide the chasm. Because we
are grounded in God ’ s love and forgiveness, we are well equipped to live and serve here
and now, in the world, with all its complexities, tensions and ambiguities.
There is no aspect of life in which God
is not active, no place where God is not
present. And this is exactly where we
are called to participate in God ’ s work,
in the thick of life, embracing individuals,
families and communities that are
hungry for hope and healing, justice and
peace, advocates and partners.
Our faith and our call to boldly serve and love our neighbor take us into some interesting
and challenging aspects of life: advocacy, corporate social responsibility, racial justice,
science and ethics, peacemaking, justice for women, social issues, and community
organizing. We are drawn into every corner of life, society and its institutions to bring the
good news of Jesus Christ and to work for lasting, positive change that upholds human
dignity.

Remembering in our prayers……
Sharon Daoura, Shirley Ahrens, Joyce Klabunde, Carol
Mendenhall, Becky Sather, Kim Moyer, Bea Ferguson, Darlene
McClay, Larry Hanson, Jodi Smythe, Keli Tohara, Brenda
Lanphere and the Alaskan seafood processors and fishermen,
medical care professionals, public health officials, all impacted
medically, financially and emotionally by coronavirus pandemic.
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May/June Mission of the Month

Investing in farmers and business owners with the power
to change entire communities.
At Heifer International, we invest in farmers and business owners around the world,
because we know that having a secure source of income can be truly transformational for
families and their communities.
We work with communities in 21 countries around the world as they strengthen local
economies and build secure livelihoods that guarantee a living income to local farmers.
Our Mission
We work to end hunger and poverty in partnership with the communities we serve. Our
programs support entrepreneurs around the world, creating lasting change from the
ground up.
It begins with a seed investment of livestock or agriculture, followed by mentorship to help
project participants build a business, and ultimately to gain access to supply chains and
markets.
These families are able to earn a living income and continuously lift up their communities as they train the next generation of leaders. By supporting and training the world's
farmers, ranchers, and female business owners, we're investing in a new breed of
success.

News—Hello Everyone!
Peace has been able to host the
Arlington School District in their
distribution of school lunches and
weekend meals. The bus has been
pulling up and parking out front the
Narthex doors. The driver and two
para-educators then hand out meals to
all the local families. This has been a
great way to show support and the
Arlington drivers and educators have been grateful for such a good
covered location during bad weather.
Mission and Ministry
The Guatemala team has made the tough decision to postpone their service trip to Guatemala until
August of 2021. Everyone was disappointed but agreed it was the best decision to be made as we
would be traveling to a village where the people already have a compromised immune system. On
the bright side, this gives us one more year of fundraising for stoves. Recently, Tammy Chase has
been making masks and only asked for donations for stoves. I think she has already raised enough
to purchase three stoves.
PLCW
We have not been meeting as a group, but Lydia Circle has organized two zoom gatherings that
were very well attended. The next Zoom Gathering will be Monday the 18 th at 5:30. If you would like
to join the gathering, please call Karen or Mary and they will send you an invitation. They will be
doing a short bible study and sharing stories with each other. Hope you can make it.
Worship
I ’ ve missed being in your presence and celebrating life with you. I’ v e been busy working on
children ’ s messages and mid-week community night messages. I have been posting them on the
church FaceBook page and the pastor has been putting them on the church website. During Lent
Phoebe and I had been posting weekly crafts. I ’ m happy to say we will be starting those back up
the third week of May. If you have a suggestion or want us to teach a particular craft, please give us
a call. I hope you are all doing well and please know that I continue to pray for each and everyone of
you.

The mark of a great church is not how many people come,
but how many people live differently for having been there.

Oh Baby!
Larry and Stephanie Bean welcomed their first
granddaughter, Quinn Marie, born to Becca and Javan
on April 24 at 3:48 pm, 8 lbs 2 oz, 20.5 inches long.
( p ics 1 day and 1 week! )

Just a reminder that even though we aren’t at the physical church
building for worship, we still have budgetary obligations. Offerings can
be mailed directly to the church or made through our website at:
www.plsilvana.org

Lutheran World Relief
Today and every day, Lutheran World Relief Quilts and Kits are a reminder to families that even in
the midst of crisis, they are not alone.
The coronavirus outbreak is forcing all of us to adapt and change our
routines for a time, the mission of the LWR Quilt and Kit Ministry remains
as strong as ever. Though we have asked that quilting groups stop meeting for a few months, that doesn ’ t mean quilting should stop too. Not at
all! We ’ re thrilled to know that many of you are continuing the work at
home. Please keep it up! Not only is making a quilt a beautiful way to
love a neighbor when you can ’ t leave the house, but quilting can be a
relaxing and therapeutic way to spend your time during social distancing.
At this time, Spring 2020 ingatherings for April and May are postponed.
Stay connected! Community is the heart of everything we do at Lutheran
World Relief, so let ’ s keep building ours.


Check in with friends. Pick up the phone and call or FaceTime your quilting group friends of
fellow kit makers. Though you can ’ t be together face-to-face, everyone needs connection and
support during this time.



Share your quilt projects. LWR wants to see your beautiful handiwork!.. Encourage and inspire
by sending in a photo of yourself making a quilt and tagging it o @luthworldrelief on FaceBook!

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Pentecost Sunday ~ May 31st
This Is Christ ’ s Church
We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God ’ s grace.
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person—questions, complexities and all.
Join us as we do God’ s work in Christ ’ s name for the life of the world.

If you were born in April, May or June:

