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Learning to Walk in the Dark

As soon as I saw the book title, I knew I had to read it. It just felt too much like
how it is these days- these days of such terrible uncertainty and questions and
turbulence and fear. And a lot of death.
So I am taking the book with me on retreat this week. I will tell you what I learn.
There must be something we are supposed to be learning during this “pandemictide”, as some are christening it. Something about trusting the way forward, even
when you really don’t know where God is leading. Something about feeling your
way, about reaching out to connect with what and who you can and hanging on so
we don’t feel so alone. Something about paying close attention to the places that
feel right and safe and good, about discovering God’s presence in a new way- not
in certainty but precisely in the willingness to surrender to surprise.
It is a way of seeing – a way of living- that requires a certain loosening of the grip,
a willingness to be surprised, confused, amazed by the undreamt-of ways that God
chooses to be revealed to us. To find the extraordinary hidden in the ordinary, we
are called to participate in God’s own imagination – to see ourselves, our
neighbors and our world through God’s eyes, full of possibility, full of promise,
ready to be transformed.
- Barbara Brown Taylor, The Preaching Life
As we go into the dark months of the year, it looks like we will also encounter
continued dark days of this pandemic. So let us keep the eyes of our hearts open
in the darkness – and seek God’s sustaining presence. I will be praying for you.
Pastor Annette
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Dear Ones,
In this month that we
If there is an in-person worship experience, please
celebrate Thanksgiving, I
consider meeting outside while masked and
give thanks for you. May
physical distanced and following the protocols for
God’s Spirit continue to
a corporate gathering. While this is not completely
lead and guide us in
safe, this is the next safest option to meeting
these times.
online.
This last week my mom If there is an in-person worship experience indoors,
called to tell me that they
please understand that there is high-risk involved,
would not be hosting a
and care must be taken for the safety of all. Please
big family celebration for
consider this carefully and thoroughly before
Thanksgiving this year
implementing. Please see the synod website for
because of COVID-19. I already knew that we
further guidance.
wouldn’t be able to have the raucous, crowded party
that we have had in the past (and will have in the
If you are going to meet in-person, small gatherings
future), but it still is hard when the decision is voiced.
are the safest option. Below are some ideas that
Unfortunately, we are still in COVID-19 times. And
are meant to meet spiritual, emotional, and
because of this, I want to emphasize a few things for
physical needs as we continue to navigate this
all of you.
pandemic. (These ideas are meant to be a
supplement to online worship and are only to be
In the last few weeks, I have been asked when the
implemented after careful reflection and planning).
synod would have new, updated guidelines. I realized
Small group Bible studies
that the guidelines were a few months old so I thought
One-on-one pastoral care conversations
I should review and give new guidelines for where we
Bringing a meal or a card to a homebound person
are now. However, as I started working on updated
Participating in a food drive
guidelines, I realized pretty quickly that old guidelines
Having a “bring your own food” potluck gathering
are today’s guidelines … because we are still in
in a backyard.
COVID-19 times. Therefore, the updated
Sitting around a bonfire listening to a guitar
recommendations sound remarkably like the old
Book Study
recommendations.
I’m sure you all have many others.
The NWWA Synod continues to encourage care and
thoughtful preparation for your community. A
care-filled response is much more than unlocking the
church doors and inviting all to come. Please keep in
mind the Washington State guidelines and CDC
guidelines and the population of your congregation.
While we are all in different phases, depending on
your county, here are some guidelines that we all
should keep in mind.

If you have ideas in your congregation or ministry site
on how to meet the spiritual, emotional and physical
needs of people during this time, please share with
others so we may safely and meaningfully meet with
one another during this time. We would be happy to
post these ideas on our website.

As we enter into winter, it is easy to let our guards
down. We long to be together. We miss each other.
And we are tired. I get it. I’m with you. I want nothing
Please continue to avoid large gatherings, maintain
more than to be able to be with you in-person. But as
physical distance when with others, use face
we love God and neighbor, let us continue to be
coverings, and regularly wash hands and surfaces. church in the world. Let us thoughtfully and
prayerfully prepare. And let us continue to be Holy
Community. And remember, dear Beloveds, we are
To maintain ultimate safety, the NWWA Synod
continues to recommend that congregations and
still gathered and we are still sent – to live into the
ministry sites continue to utilize corporate worship love of Jesus with all we meet.
on an online or digital platform until February
2021 – and further into 2021 depending on the
Grace & Peace,
availability of vaccines or other positive markers. Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
(from the November 2020 edition of The Spirit)
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We continue to look for new folks to care for Zion Cemetery



Two dedicated couples, Bill and Jolene Rod, and Bruce and
Anne Grimm, have lovingly cared for this holy ground for
many years. It is time to pass on this caretaking to someone
new. Might you be willing to take up this ministry? Or do
you know someone who loves this place and might be
willing? The work is not terribly time-consuming, and you
would have help in getting to know the tasks. Below is an
overview of the work of the cemetery sexton:
 Handle all funds pertaining to the cemetery, collecting for
the sale of graves and receiving memorials and gifts.
 Be informed and aware of any resale of grave or graves.
All purchased graves not to be used may be sold back
to the cemetery for the purchase price.
 Keep up to date records of burials, and advance
purchases with deed noting the specific location.
 Locate and stake any grave opening and/or placement of
any monument or headstone.
Stay in communication with the PLC Council and church office regarding scheduled
burials, cemetery needs and issues relating to the maintenance and upkeep of the
cemeteries.
Please let us know if you might be the person God is calling to this ministry.
We are happy to answer any further questions you might have.

Book Club
The second book is titled “Silvana and the Stillaguamish
Valley”. This book was written by Karine R. Smith, a
woman who grew up here in Silvana on the Sather road.
For those of us who grew up here or have lived here or
passed through at different times, this will be a good book
to learn about some of the history and hear stories from a
women’s perspective. This is an account of her own
memory growing up on a farm during the heady 1920’s
and the great depression of the 1930’s. We will gather on
the third Thursday of November in the fellowship hall
safely socially distanced and via ZOOM for those who live further away. -MJ
This book is currently not available for purchase, but we should be able to share
the copies that we do have in the community. Talk to Becky or Mary.
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Peace Lutheran Church Women’s

SRING FLING
Now is the time we women should be scurrying around making final preparations for our
annual bazaar.
Like many other traditions and events in our lives over the past eight months the Bazaar won’t
be happening this November.
Mary mentioned in last month’s Witness that the PLCW board is hoping to host a springtime
bazaar on May 1st. We are counting on COVID restrictions being lifted by then! The Spring
Fling will be a smaller version of our fall bazaar and would feature the following:
A Bakery with lots of Scandinavian goodies, Rommegrot, Wafflers, Lefse, Silent
Auction, Crafts, Plants, Flowering Gift Card Tree, Quilt Raffle Ticket Sales (the drawing
for the quilt will take place at the November, 2021 bazaar) and a Luncheon with an array
of salads and a dessert.
So, now’s the time to be thinking about Crafts and Silent Auction items. Those with a green
thumb, might start some plants that take a while to root. For instance, if you have a pretty
Christmas cactus you could snip off a few shoots, stick them in some water and once they root
plant in a pot of dirt and by next spring you’ll have a nice little cactus to sell at the bazaar!
Let’s all get creative and look forward to the time when we can be in fellowship again.
Happy Thanksgiving to all,
Connie DiGregorio, Bazaar Chair

September Financial Update:
Income to the General Fund totaled $12,794.00
including the Mission of the Month collection for
Housing Hope of $585.00
Expenses totaled $13,212.19
Our Mission Investment Fund had a total of $116,850.78 on September 31st
after earning $123.95 in interest.
Thank you to everyone for your continued support!
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Take time to pause!
NEW ONLINE DEVOTIONS - Micro Ministries
Last month, a few members of the synod (and beyond) brainstormed what it would
look like to create regular online content for people who are seeking hope and
understanding about God, the world, and finding a place of belonging. The result of
that brainstorming session is Micro Ministries.
Currently, we are providing sixty-second devotional reflections Monday through
Friday each week on YouTube, Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. By design, the
content is fast, but meaningful. Our current group of writers will provide these
devotionals through the week of November 16-20, although we are hoping to
continue it far beyond that.
We are all enjoying the challenge of this writing process but, as this is a
collaboration, we want to include more voices. If you (lay or rostered friends) feel
led to participate in this ministry, please contact Lara Forbes (Pastor of Saint
Andrew’s in Bellevue) at sixtyseconddevos@gmail.com for more information.

WE REMEMBER, AND GIVE THANKS-

All Saints 2020
Ron Backlund
John Gestad
Grace Barlond
Jerry Hefty
Annabelle Birkestol
Olive Rorstad
Rick Compton
Delores Van Winkle
Brian Conn
…and the thousands of lives lost to Covid-19
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
TO ADOPT BUDGET AND ELECT
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Following Parking Lot Worship on Sunday,
November 22.

Are you called to serve?
We are seeking two At-large Church Council
Members to serve a two-year term.
Our November
Mission of the month
MARY ’S PLACE BE LIE VES THAT NO
ONE’S CHILD SHOULD SLE EP OU TSIDE.
We provide safe, inclusive shelter and services that support women, children and families on their
journey out of homelessness.
Since 1999, Mary’s Place has helped hundreds of women and families move out of
homelessness
into more stable situations. Across seven emergency family shelters in King County, we keep struggling families together, inside, and safe when they have no place else to go, providing resources,
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DRIVE-IN WORSHIP- TO CONTINUE THROUGH 2020!
Yes, as strange as this worship from inside cars thing is, the value of being
together in the flesh- as well as the Spirit- has prevailed. As we head into winter
and local Covid cases continue to rise, it is not a safe option to re-gather indoors.
So we will continue to gather out in the parking lot. Plans are moving forward to
weather-proof the landing. It will be chilly, so pack a warm blanket and bring a
cup of hot coffee! We will continue to record the services and make them available on our Facebook page and on our
website.

PLCW
If you haven’t noticed, the mornings have had a nice chill and the night sky has been lit up
with stars and a magnificent moon. I ask all of you to please be thinking of all the people who
are living in their cars (we do have a few folks living in cars around Silvana), sleeping in
tents, under overpasses. Please remember that they are God’s children and our fellow brothers
and sisters. One of the biggest needs in shelters is socks and thermal underwear. The church
women will be collecting socks throughout the winter months. Please only bring new socks.
We will also have a spot for warm coats, mittens, and stocking hats.
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Youth and Family and Community
As I begin this article I keep thinking of Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” Lately, all I have to do is
turn on the TV, radio, or social media and I’m surrounded by messages of hate. The political
rhetoric has gotten out of hand and is not good for the well-being of mankind. Mankind is you
and me and all the people who surround us. I see friends who ridicule other friends for voting a
certain way. Instead of chastising people, be supportive! Be kind! In some countries there is no
option, you don’t get to vote. You get what the government says you get. Many people made
great sacrifices for you and me to be able to vote, voice our opinion, have the freedom to
worship, and so much more. There is a country song being played on the radio right now. I
think it is called Be the Light, and there is a line in it that says, “in a world filled with hate, be
the light.” Jesus is our light and He calls us all to be the light. During these next few weeks,
some people will be rejoicing while others will be sad about who has been elected. This will be
our time to be kind, tenderhearted and forgive one another for all the hurts. Be the Light!

Wednesday night Craft and Message continues.
Phoebe and I have several fun crafts planned throughout the winter months. We
have been doing these on Facebook Live every Wednesday. Usually I give a
message sometime throughout the day, but once in a while I will give it with
Phoebe. This is a time to get together and craft and hear a positive message about
the gift of love from Jesus Christ. Phoebe recently made popcorn balls and roasted
pumpkin seeds. Here are the recipes for both:
Popcorn Balls Thank you Tina Seek for the recipe!
1C. white corn syrup
1C. sugar
1-3 oz. package jello
14 cups popped popcorn
Mix syrup, sugar, and jello in a heavy saucepan. Bring to a boil and cook just until
jello and sugar are dissolved. Pour over popcorn and mix well.
Rub butter on your hands and work quickly to form popcorn balls.
Place finished popcorn balls on waxed paper.
Roasted Pumpkin Seeds Thank you Robin Backlund for the recipe!
Pre-heat oven to 250.
2C unwashed pumpkin seeds
1 ½ TBS. melted butter
½ tsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 ¼ tsp salt (we reduced in ½)
Melt butter and add Worcestershire & salt & stir. Place seeds on a baking sheet
and pour butter mixture over seeds and mix well. Bake for 2 hours, stirring
occasionally.
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**Surprise Celebration**
Ruth Schei
will be 90 on November 14!

1
3
9
12
14
21
22
24
24
28
29

Jim Lux
Bill Rod
Journey Grant
Shirley Cupic
David Sather
Ruth Schei
Sunny Moyer
Connie DiGregorio
Gwen Dalseg
Patti Vroman
Ralph Dalseg
Joan Johnson
Elizabeth Hubbard
Ron Cabe

October Food Bank
Item of the Month: Canned Corn

This will be the item that we donate to
the Arlington Food Banks
Thanksgiving Baskets

because they can’t have the big open
house that was planned the family is
hoping that Ruth could receive

90 cards
for her 90th Birthday.
So find a special card and drop it in the
mail!

DRIVE THROUGH PARTY
past her house

Saturday, November 14
from 2pm-3pm.

The Stanwood –
Camano Food bank
will receive 51 boxes
and bags of cereal
from out October
cereal drive. We also
received an assortment
of other nice food
items. Thank you for
your participation!

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Worship Options at Peace


We offer “Worship in the Home” resources that are
either emailed or mailed to your home.
We also have Sunday Worship at 10am
in your car in our parking lot.
Simply tune your car radio to listen to the service.


Our website, www.plsilvana.org offers a link to our
Sunday Worship and weekly reflections by Mary Fuentes.





Facebook is another option. Most Sundays you can now watch the
service live on Facebook or watch it recorded later.
A recording of Holden Evening Prayer is another option this season.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cb1WqSyf7e4

