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NORTH COUNTY CHURCHES: WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?
We are Church Together. That was one of presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s guiding
principles that she shared with the ELCA a few years ago. And as you can read on page 2 of
this newsletter, our own Bishop Shelley ‘s vision for our NW Washington Synod is: Trusting
in the Spirit, we are journeying together with God’s people so that all may discover and
participate in what God is doing among us through Jesus. One of the key areas of focus for
this synod in our journey together is faithful innovation. That is where North County
Churches comes in.
North County Churches is a new shared ministry experiment that is being supported by grant
funds from both Churchwide and the Synod. The ELCA congregations of the Stillaguamish
cluster include Bethlehem, Marysville; Faith, Lakewood; Peace, Silvana; Our Saviour’s,
Arlington; Camano Lutheran, Camano Island; and Freeborn, Stanwood. We also partner
with the ELCA- affiliated ministry of Josephine Caring Community in Stanwood. These
communities have stayed connected through their clergy and through various shared ministry
projects over the years. The emphasis, however, has definitely been on the independent life of
each congregation.
As each of this long-established congregations deals with similar challenges of aging
members, decreased revenues and diminishing institutional church affiliation in the greater
culture, church leaders are considering how the Spirit might be calling us into a different
kind of shared future.
North County Churches is an attempt to explore how we might better live into being Church
Together. Our efforts include:


Creative conversation among the pastors about how the congregations might form new
partnerships and engage in greater collaborative ministry.



The calling through the synod of Deacon Sr. Le Brandes, who is focusing her ministry in
the Stillaguamish cluster.



A monthly newsletter, emailed to you each month, sharing news of what is stirring in
our various congregations and helping us build connections.



An evolving new website: Northcountychurches.org



NEW! An exploration of whether we might create a Cluster Team to participate in the
ministry of One Parish, One Prisoner, which you can read about in this issue (pg.6).

I would like to invite each of us to let the Spirit stir our imaginations, so that we might
expand our perspectives beyond our own congregation and into a deeper vision of
being part of a larger, local church body. We will see what we might discover, together.
Blessings, Pastor Annette
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From the Bishop:
I began my Bishop’s Report for the 2021 Synod Assembly on May 15, 2021
by quoting Paul in his letter to the Romans, “I thank my God through Jesus
Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed throughout the world.”
I am so glad to be the Northwest Washington Synod with you – as we walk,
journey, travel together. We are connected as the body of Christ – as siblings
in Christ – together. We are the Northwest Washington Synod in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live
faithfully, witness boldly, and serve joyfully. As people forgiven and redeemed, beloved and
welcomed, we are called to embody God’s grace in speech, action, and relationships. I am
reminded daily that it is Jesus Christ who loves, welcomes, and forgives. As baptized children
of God, we are called to participate in this love, hospitality, and forgiveness. I am thankful for
all of you for your love, your welcome, and your forgiveness.
We on the synod staff have agreed to embrace the following statement as we work together
with the congregations and ministry sites of this synod: “Trusting in the Spirit, we are
journeying together with God’s people so that all may discover and participate in what God is
doing among us through Jesus.”
Further, there are five focus areas interwoven in the work that we are doing as we journey
together in Christ:
1. Faithful Innovation
2. Youth and Young Adults
3. Leadership
4. Connection
5. Racial Justice
I’d like to lift up a few of the actions from the 2021 NW WA Synod Assembly:
We had our first online assembly with 332 voting members in attendance on Zoom and over
200 following along on our Facebook Livestream.
We approved the Recommended Changes to the Constitution that were forwarded from the
2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.
We approved the changes to the Constitution proposed by the Synod Council (with a minor
amendment to have the Nominating Committee changed to 5 persons).
We elected persons to the following:
Synod Council
Committee on Discipline
Consultation Committee
Voting Members to the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly
Approved budget.
We shared videos from our ministry partners and synod committees/teams.
Announced Grace Grants recipients.
As we do the work of this synod, I am reminded that it is not us but the Spirit that leads and
guides. Trusting God’s promises and participating in the Holy Spirit, we have reached places
beyond what I thought possible. We have exceeded priorities and we are moving forward
towards God’s preferred future. I am grateful to be on this journey with you.
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
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OUR GRADUATES
Simon Fuentes: I’m Simon Fuentes and I am graduating from Arlington
High School. I have so many positive memories growing up as a member
of Peace Lutheran Church. Many memories involve Sunday School, Bible
School, Youth Group, Holden Village trips, service projects, serving
communion, and especially being a part of a close church family. In high
school I’ve been involved in band and FFA. I’ve been a member of
Silvana Lads & Lassies 4-H club for 10 years, where I have shown
chickens, turkeys, pigs and beef. My plans in the fall are to attend Everett
Community College to get my AA degree and maybe take some business
classes. (Simon is the son of Spencer and Karen
Fuentes)
Halle Peterson: Halle has taken her senior year off from softball to
focus on working and spending time with her friends. After she graduates
from Arlington High School, she plans to attend WSU in the fall to study
education. She dreams of becoming an elementary school teacher. We are
excited for Halle’s bright future as the first Peterson to attend college!
(Halle is the daughter of Krista Peterson, Al and Judy Camp’s daughter)

Freyja Stangeland: Freyja is a senior at Stanwood High school.
She has been actively involved in FFA through her high school
years. She is the FFA president for this year. She has a passion for
animals and has been very active in 4-H and FFA, showing pigs,
lambs, steers and dairy cows.
She currently works on her grandparents’ farm and is planning on
becoming an electrician after high school. (Freyja is the daughter
of Jamie Derting and Thor Stangeland and Janet and Louis
Stangeland’s granddaughter.)

Cayden Tyler: Cayden is graduating from
Kamiak High School. She will be
attending Cal State Bakersfield in the fall.
(Cayden is the daughter of Charlene Tyler’s
daughter Jackie Tyler.)
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Plans To Return to Indoor Worship
The council has reviewed and discussed the information
gathered from the congregational survey and has voted to go
forward with the preferences of the majority of the
congregation.
Beginning June 6 and running through at least July and possibly August, we will have the
following Sunday morning worship schedule: 8:30 am Drive-In Worship in the parking lot
and 10:00 am indoor worship in the sanctuary. We will continue to record the drive-in
worship, as we have been doing.
As has been our practice this past year, we will be moving forward with an abundance of
caution and respect for the more vulnerable among us. Therefore, we will continue requiring
masks to be worn indoors, have no indoor congregational singing and continue to practice
distancing. All attendees at indoor worship will need to self-monitor for symptoms and to sign
in at entry. Communion will continue to be served in individual containers, and we will not
resume coffee hour at this time.
The council will review the worship schedule and requirements at their July meeting. Next
month, at our June meeting, we hope to put into place a plan for welcoming outside groups to
once again use our building.
Thank you for your help and support.

Pastor Annette and your Church Council

April Financial Update:
Income to the General Fund totaled $14,611.00
including the Mission of the Month collection for
Arlington Kid’s Kloset of $290.00 as well as a $50 food
bank donation.
Expenses totaled $15,149.65
Our Mission Investment Fund had a total of $117,504.60 on April 30th
after earning $48.17 in interest at .50%.
2021 Budget $194,829.00

2021 Average donation needed each month $16,235.75

Thank you to everyone for your continued support!
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Northwest Washington 2021 Synod Assembly
Northwest Washington Synod’s Assembly was done virtually this year. In preparation for the
assembly there was an orientation about 10 days ahead where we could practice voting, learn
the protocols that would be used, and just overall make everyone comfortable with this
format. The following evening I attended the budget presentation as well. The morning of, I
was in the early check-in which was done in an interesting way – after signing into the
meeting we were sent to a break-out room where our registration was checked, then we were
sent back to the main meeting room. There were so many registered that the meeting began
almost a half hour late. We still ended early!
There were 332 voting members present, and over 200 visitors were watching on the Synod’s
Facebook page.
I have attended many of these assemblies over the years. Though I missed the vibe in the
room, the awesome singing during worship and breaks, and being able to have side chats with
people I know, hop out for a coffee refill, etc., I felt that all business was able to be
accomplished. (Since I was actually at home, I did get to hop out for coffee refills…)
Here’s the list of business done:
· Reports from each of the Synod’s officers and Bishop Wee, and Assistant to the Bishop Yee
· Several elections were held –
o Synod Council members,
o Synod Consultation Committee
o Synod Committee on Discipline
o Voting members to the 2022 Churchwide Assembly
· Celebration of Milestone Anniversaries of Rostered Ministers in 2020 and 2021
· Adoption of the Budget Spending Plan & Budget Cap
· Approval of updates to the Synod Constitution
We had a report from our Churchwide rep Christopher Otten who brought greetings from
Chicago.
Our Parliamentarian this year was our own previous bishop, Rev. Chris Boerger who
currently is the interim Bishop of the Lacrosse Area Synod.
Door prizes were given out for the first time! I did not win anything, but it was a fun addition.
Wonderful presentations were given. One might think that with a pandemic on, ministry
would not really be advancing but quite a few new ministries began last year!
I thought when I signed up to attend this virtual assembly I would be stuck in front of my
computer for the day. This was not really the case. I set my computer up in my sewing room,
and was able to listen well, participate in all of the voting, AND get some sewing done! I
usually take some knitting along, but this was even better. There were no lines during the
breaks at the bathroom, either!
I was honored to be your rep this year at Assembly! Karen Dicken
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An Invitation to Shared Ministry from North County Churches and
Underground Ministries
UNDERGROUND MINISTRIES OPENS NEW RELATIONSHIPS OF EMBRACE
AND TRUST BETWEEN THE INCARCERATED AND THE COMMUNITIES TO
WHICH THEY RETURN—FOR OUR MUTUAL TRANSFORMATION AND
RESURRECTION

One Parish One Prisoner is a local Skagit-based ministry that supports the
incarcerated in making new and healthy beginnings as they leave prison. It is a
concrete and compassionate response to help reduce re-entry into the prison
system. It is based in the concept of creating a small team of people who are
committed to building a relationship of support and encouragement with a single
prisoner who has been pre-selected to participate in this program. Team members
come together for letter-writing, visitation, prayer and learning while building
relationship with the prisoner during his/her last year of incarceration and continue
to offer support during the critical first several months of re-entry. This involves
about a two-year commitment on the part of the team members.
The program was set up to have the team members who are part of a single
congregation. Our cluster would like to experiment with creating a team of people
from the several churches in the Stillaguamish cluster.
Would you like to help make a radical difference in someone’s life?
Take a first step of watching the video below or arranging with Pastor Annette to
watch the video at church. It tells the story best.
undergroundministries.org/opop

One Parish One Prisoner — Underground Ministries
Youth, Family, and Community
I can feel the summer weather coming on and that means more bonfires and barbeques. In
May we kicked off the summer fun with a bonfire and smore’s night. This month we will be
gathering two times on Saturday the 12th and 26th at 6pm. I hope you can come out and join
us. I have some fun games planned and on the 12th we will be having team trivia. We will
also be sharing a meal. I will be providing the meats of various kinds (my BBQ ribs will be
served sometime during the summer) and I ask everyone else to bring sides. I’m looking
forward to some fun gatherings.
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Peace Lutheran Church Women
PLCW will be gathering in person on Wednesday the 2nd. We will share a salad luncheon
and have a brief business meeting. We hope that you can join us as we try to plan the rest of
the year. Lydia circle will be gathering in person on the 7 th at 5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall
or outside if weather is good for bible study and then again on the 21st, the location has yet
to be determined. Naomi circle will be gathering on the 9th in the Fellowship Hall for bible
study at 9:30 am.
Big NEWS the Gathering Place in Stanwood has re-opened and we will be serving on
June 17th, August 19th, September 16th, October 21st, November 18th, and December 16th.
I’m very excited for us to get back to serving and I hope that some of you will want to help
cook and serve a meal. If you would like to help serve please call or text me as I’m lining
up servers for each of the Thursday’s that we have been asked to serve.
The Silvana Fair Board voted to have a Show and Go on July 31st. We are having a fair
for the kids to exhibit their livestock. We will not be having any indoor exhibits, vendors,
or tractor show. We will be having food trucks and just a livestock show. The hours have
also been shortened, it is now 9-3. We decided this for the health and well being of the
fair goers and volunteers. We plan to have a full fair next year with all the bells and
whistles!

JUNE MISSION OF THE MONTH-Our local food banks

TENDING OUR CEMETERIES
As summer approaches, the cemeteries need extra upkeep to get them looking nice. As with
our own lawns , the grass is growing faster, and the cemeteries need mowing more
frequently. Thankfully Zion cemetery is currently
financially stable. However, Valley View could really
use some additional support to cover maintenance
costs. If you would like to contribute to the
maintenance fund, feel free to send a check into the
office, payable to Valley View Cemetery and send in
care of:
Peace Lutheran,
PO Box 100,
Silvana WA 98287.
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Our Church Council Members 2021:

3
4
5
9
11
16
19
21
25
26

27
29
30

Lee Woodington
Larry Hanson
Eva Ludwig
Kelly Nicholas
Marlene Wing
Sheila Woodington
Tracy Legler
Mason Field
Andrew Pearson
Kim Keefe
Stephanie Bean
Josh Tripp
Larry Bean
Marcia Erwin
Taylor Haugen
Karen Dicken
Victoria Sather

May
Food Collection Report
We received 25 cans of chili and canned
meat along with a large box of assorted
items plus a $50 donation and there is still
one Sunday left!
Thank you for your continued support!
Office Hours
Due to medical appointments, Becky’s office
hours in the church office will be irregular.
Please call before venturing to the office to
make sure she is there.

President– Larry Sather
Vice-President—Al Camp
Secretary—(position open)
Treasurer—Cathy Pryor
PLCW Rep.—Stephanie Bean
Youth Rep.—Tammy Chase
At Large: Dave Tripp
Larry Bean
Dennis Dicken
Linda Legler
Staff:
Pastor Annette
Mary Fuentes
Card of Thanks

My Family and I have been touched
by the love and support shown for
us in the loss of my wife Sue.
She obviously touched many lives
here in our congregation.
With gratitude, Larry Sather

BOOK CLUB
The Summerhouse, By Jude Deveraux
…featuring three friends who get a once-in-alifetime chance to find out what might have been.
Three friends, all with the same birthday, are
about to turn forty. Celebrating at a summerhouse in Maine, Leslie, Madison and Ellie are
taking stock of their lives and loves, their wishes
and choices. But none of them expect the gift that
awaits them at the summerhouse; the chance for
each of them to turn their “what-might-havebeens” into reality.
Book for July: The Truth According to Ginny
Moon, By Benjamin Ludwig
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JUNE
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

11:30
PLCW in
person
meeting

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

25

26

8:30am
Worship in the
parking lot
10am Worship in
the sanctuary
8:30am
Worship in the
parking lot
10am Worship in
the sanctuary

5:30pm
Lydia
Circle
In person
Meeting

6pm
Church
Council
meeting

9:30am
Naomi
Circle in
person
meeting

June Food Bank Item:

Please
21 help us22support the
23local food24
banks.
8:30am
5:30pm
6pm Book
Worship in the
Lydia
Club
parking lot
Circle
10am Worship in In person
the sanctuary
Meeting

20

27

8:30am
Worship in the
parking lot
10am Worship in
the sanctuary

6:00
Community
Night

28

29

30

6:00
Community
Night

June Food Bank
Item:

CEREAL,

an expensive staple for
many families

Go Green Tip!
If you have a basement-cellar, installing a layer of underfloor insulation will cut heat loss from
your home by up to a quarter and will create a much cozier basement.

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Worship Options at Peace


We offer “Worship in the Home” resources that are
either emailed or mailed to your home.
We now offer two Sunday Worship services! 8:30am in your
car in our parking lot. Simply tune your car radio to listen to
the service or come at 10am for masked and socially distanced
worship in the sanctuary.







Our website, www.plsilvana.org offers a link to our Sunday Worship, weekly
reflections by Mary Fuentes and crafts with Phoebe.
Facebook is another option. Most Sundays you can now watch the service live
on Facebook or watch it recorded later.

