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The Witness of Peace
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Are you planning any summer sabbath time?
This month is often a time that folks take off for some R&R- with family, friends or some
unstructured solitude. Summer is an important reminder of how important sabbath is- time
to pause and breathe and rest and play. While summer vacations are very nice (I am taking
one myself this month!), it is also important that we learn to build sabbath moments into
our everyday lives. Last Pentecost, when we were celebrating our graduating youth, Karen
Fuentes shared this blessing with me. It was meant to be a blessing for the grads, but it
never got put into the program. Perhaps that happened because it was meant to be shared
with all of you- now, in the midst of this summertime, when the demands of the pandemic
have not yet fully passed and many of us are wearing a bit thin. Take a few sabbath
moments and pray this prayer: beautiful words that the Holy Spirit continues to breathe into
us.
Peace, Pastor Annette

I am with you at all times,
encouraging and supportive rather than condemning.

I know that deep within you, where I live,
my peace is your continual experience.
Slow down your pace of living for a time.
Quiet your mind in my presence.
Then you will be able to hear me bestowing the resurrection blessing:

Peace be with you
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From the Bishop:
My dining room table has been my office for sixteen months. Right now, as I look at the
surface I see my computer, a picture of my kids, my phone, a coffee cup, two glasses filled
halfway with water, my notebook, gum, sticky notes, my Bible, The Management of Policies
and Procedures for Management of the Roster of the ELCA, The ELCA Constitution, various
stacks of paper, some books I want to read, the ELW, my devotion book, and pushed way
out of the way, at the very edge of the table, my lovely quilted table runner and candles
that used to sit in the middle of the dining room table (when it wasn’t being used to eat on).
If my dining room table could speak, it would say, “I am tired. I am tired of you sitting here day after day. I am
tired of you making a mess on me. I am tired of not being used for what I’m supposed to be used for. I am
tired.”
Or maybe … I’m projecting.
When this pandemic first hit, the synod staff and I went into emergency mode. We made plans. We sent out
emails. We revised (and revised and revised) COVID-19 guidelines. Like you, we kept going and going. And we
have survived. And you have survived. Together, we have survived.
And together … we are tired.
As you might recall, Jesus also got tired. There are many verses throughout the Gospels where we read:
“Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed." … "Jesus was sleeping." … "He didn't want anyone to
know which house he was staying in."
And it didn’t start in the Gospels. Truly, from the beginning of time, we hear how God rested. In Genesis, God
rested on the seventh day. And God understood rest not only for Godself but also for the very creatures that
God created. The only thing that God calls holy in the creation account is the sabbath. When God gave Moses
the Ten Commandments God specifically declared, “Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.” And this
commandment was for everyone – including outsiders and animals. Fully fifteen percent of life was to be
sabbath. In this commandment we hear how the sabbath is sacred for those who live in relationship with a
living God – this God who rescued people from slavery in a land where no rest was allowed.
I think somewhere we forgot the rhythms that God placed on this earth. The rhythm that is in the very way that
trees grow and lay dormant; how tides ebb and flow; how spring moves into summer and into fall and into
winter and back to spring. While it is true that Jesus did say, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not
humankind for the sabbath,” he also said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
Sabbath is a time of rest, a time of renewal, and a time to listen for what God is up to in our lives, in our
communities, and in our world. Sabbath is a time to reflect on the world without rushing to “fix it.” Sabbath is
not “guilt-ridden stolen time.” Instead, sabbath is holy. Sabbath is sacred. Sabbath is commanded and modeled
by God.
Beloveds, we are called to sabbath. We are called to sabbath even when it seems the needs of all are pressing
in on us. While you – and your vocations, your desires, your gifts, your responsibilities – are important, so is
understanding that the world does not revolve around your work. And, in taking sabbath, you become a better
leader and servant.
Enjoy August. Take sabbath. Let others take sabbath. The world is
in good hands. In the best hands. In God’s hands. (And yes, I am
going to clean off my dining room table. Soon.)
+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
bishop@lutheransnw.org
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SUNDAY AUGUST 8TH
Congregation will all worship together at one
10:00 am service* up at
THE LITTLE WHITE CHURCH

*We will be practicing distancing and wearing masks, and also provide sound for
folks who may want to sit outside on the porch.

FOLLOWED BY

WHERE: On the patio and grass at the Little White Church
PROVIDED: Grill, burgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments, plates/utensils
YOU BRING: lawn chairs or blanket, your own drinks and a dish to
share!
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Pastor Annette will be away the last
two weeks in August.
She will be available after
September 1st.
Contact the church office
for any serious pastoral needs.
Our guest presider on August 22 and
29 with be Pastor Bill Moos.

August Mission of the Month-Heifer International
Heifer International is a global nonprofit working to eradicate poverty and hunger through
sustainable, values-based holistic community development. Heifer International distributes
animals, along with agricultural and values-based training, to families in need around the
world as a means of providing self-sufficiency.
Recipients must agree to "pass on the gift" by
donating animal offspring, as well as sharing the
skills and knowledge of animal husbandry and
agricultural training with other impoverished
families in the community.

June Financial Update:
Income to the General Fund totaled $13,128.64
This included our Mission of the Month collection for “Our Local Food Banks” of $432.61.
Arlington, Darrington and Stanwood Camano Food Banks each received a third of this
amount.
Expenses totaled $18,533.17
Our Mission Investment Fund had a total of $117,602.61 on June 30th after earning $48.21
in interest at .50%.
2021 Budget $194,829.00

2021 Average donation needed each month $16,235.75

Thank you to everyone for your continued support!
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Youth-Family-Community-Mission
How is it already August??? It seems like it was just pouring down rain in May and now here
we are, we have survived 100 plus degree days and all the folks who flock to the river in
search of cooling off. Some of us have taken road trips or are preparing to go on a road trip. A
few of us have taken family vacations to far away states and if you are like me, you have been
waiting with anticipation for the summer Olympics.
The Olympics started on the 23rd and will finish on August 8th. As I write this they have not
quite begun, but many of the athletes have been making their way to Tokyo with great hopes
and years of training behind them. I am not sure which athlete said this, and he was quoting
someone whom I also cannot remember, but what he said was, “Most of us will never do
great things, but we can all do small things in great ways”. This Athlete did not anticipate
winning, but he said this will be good training and experience for the next Olympics, where he
believes he will excel. As I listened to him repeat this quote, I thought this applies to all of us!
If we all work together, we can do many small things in great ways.
Here at Peace, we have an opportunity to embrace the spirit of Jesus and share it with the
community through our actions. People who drive by Peace see us worshiping together
indoors and outdoors, they see us when we clean up Silvana, they watched as we put a tree up
for all to enjoy, they see our food cart and drop off food for the food bank, they see us opening
our doors to AA, Alanon, Pills anonymous and other groups.
We have an opportunity to reach out to the community and be a support and place of refuge
and peace, let us all work together to show God’s amazing love and his presence in the
everyday!

Card of Thanks

Grace Birkestol,
one of our oldest members,
on her 97th birthday!

Peace Lutheran Women
Thank you so much for
putting all that love and
care into my quilt. It
made my graduation
extra special.
Cayden Tyler
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Youth Mission Guatemala
Guatemala service team is planning their next garage sale for September 17th
and 18th and if you would like to donate to the garage sale, please drop your
stuff off in the classrooms off the fellowship hall. If you need some of us to
come and pick up your item’s we are more than willing to come to you. All the
monies we raise go to the purchase of stoves, water systems, latrines, and
bibles. This is a great program, and we feel privileged to be Gods hands!

Peace Lutheran Church Women
PLCW will start back up with their monthly meetings in September,
but for now Lydia continues to meet on first and third Mondays at
5:30 with potluck, bible study and devotions in the fellowship hall.
Naomi meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 9:30 for bible
study in the fireside room. Remember the bazaar quilt is hanging in
the narthex and if you want some ticket’s please contact Debra.

Closet Organization Update
The quilt closet in the fellowship hall (located to the west of the double doors) is for quilting
supplies only. Please do not dump anything else in the closet. If you have a donation of
material or flat sheets you may place it inside the closet.
The other closet (located to the east of the double doors) is now specific storage for
tables/chairs/and women’s group supplies. Please do not dump anything in this closet.
The 4-H group has their own closet in the south Sunday school room.
If you are bringing in donations for rummage sales there is usually a space set aside in one of
the Sunday school rooms.
A lot of time has been spent by volunteers to organize and maintain these closets. Please be
respectful.

BOOK CLUB
Our August selection is The Oysterville Sewing Circle by Susan Wiggs. This is the second
book we will be reading by this author who lives in the Puget Sound. In this novel Susan
Wiggs tackles the painful subject of domestic violence in a life-affirming way. A central
theme of this novel is the healing power of family and community, and especially women
supporting one another.
We will be discussing this book on Tuesday, August 24th at 6pm. We will meet in person at
the church and also by Zoom at the same time. Please join us!
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WORSHIP NEWS
In August we will be returning to weekly Communion- with real bread!!
We will be keeping our two service schedulewith a change in location for the 10:00 indoor service.

Starting August 1st:

8:30 am Drive-In service at Peace
10:00 am Indoor service at the Little White Church
We will continue with distancing and mask requirements.

NOTE: At our July meeting the Church Council addressed September worship
plans. After discussion that included serious consideration of the current local
situation, in which Covid cases are once again rising, as well as the diverse
needs of our congregation, it was decided to continue our two service option
(8:30 drive-in and 10:00 indoor at Peace) for an additional month. We will
reassess the local circumstances at our September council meeting.

Worship Participants
Date
August 1
August 8
One service!

Ushers
Communion
Lectors
8:30
10:00 8:30
10:00 8:30
10:00
Al
Camp
XX

August 15

Tammy
Chase

August 22

Mary

August 29

Al

Jordy Judy
Tyler Camp
Cheri & XX
Pedro
Gonzales

Dana Al
Connie
Al & Judy
Stoffel Camp DiGregorio Camp
Cheri & XX
Pedro
Gonzales

Larry Tammy Stephanie Al
Bean Chase
Bean Camp
Janeen Tammy Alanna Mary
Jordy Judy

Counters

Dana Al

Cheri
Ralph &
Gonzales Gwen Dalseg
Mary Jolene Rod &
Fuentes Larry Bean
Janeen Karen &
(Open) Al & Judy
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Our Church Council Members 2021:

4

5
9
12
13
16
20
23
28
29
31

Larry Sather
Pam Holdal
Rick Love
Margaret Ames
Irene Anderson
Linda Legler
Daniel Gonzales
Jessica Ludwig
Jan Cabe
Charleen Tyler
Tony Coen
Rachel Backlund
Coni Moyer
Mia Watanabe

August Food Bank Items:
Pasta and Pasta Sauce

Office Hours
Due to medical appointments, Becky’s office
hours in the church office will be irregular.
Please call before venturing to the office to
make sure she is there.

President– Larry Sather
Vice-President—Al Camp
Secretary—(position open)
Treasurer—Cathy Pryor
PLCW Rep.—Stephanie Bean
Youth Rep.—Tammy Chase
At Large: Dave Tripp
Larry Bean
Dennis Dicken
Linda Legler
Staff:
Pastor Annette
Mary Fuentes

Food Bank collections in July:
Easy meals and snacks for kids to prepare.
So far we have received:
Peanut butter-6 jars
Jam –5 jars
Mac & Cheese-31 boxes
Granola bars-4 boxes
Pop Tarts-2 boxes
Canned meat -2 cans
Chili, Peaches, Drink mix, cereal, Ricea-roni & Corn bread mix

June Food Collection Report
Stanwood Camano Food Bank
picked up 30 boxes of
Cereal along with a few other items.
They are always so appreciative
when they get our donations.
Thank you for your continued support!

The Wi tness of P ea ce

P age 9

AUGUST
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

8:30am
Worship in the
parking lot
10am Worship at
LWCH

10:00
Women’s
AA
5:30pm
Lydia
Circle

10am Worship at 10:00
LWCH
Women’s
11am All Church AA
Picnic at LWCH

8:30am
Worship in the
parking lot
10am Worship at
LWCH

12:00
AA

12:00
AA

11:30
PLCW in
person
meeting

9:30am
Naomi
Circle in
person
meeting

10:00
12:00
Women’s
AA Bank Item:
June Food
AA
6:00
Please
help usDistrict
support the local food
5:30pm
Lydia
II banks.
AA
Circle
In person
& Zoom

8:30am
10:00
Worship in the
Women’s
parking lot
AA
10am Worship at
LWCH
8:30am
10:00
Worship in the
Women’s
parking lot
AA
10am Worship in
the sanctuary

12:00
AA
6pm
Book
Club
12:00
AA

12:00
AA

12:00
AA

12:00
AA

12:00
AA

Go Green Tip!
Go digital, the more you do online, the
less you need paper. This will save in
mailing and leave a few trees standing.

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Worship Options at Peace
•

We offer “Worship in the Home” resources that are
either emailed or mailed to your home.

We now offer two Sunday Worship services! 8:30am in your car
in our parking lot (except for August 8th). Simply tune your car
radio to listen. This service is also broadcast on Facebook Live.

•

•

At 10am there is a masked and socially distanced worship inside in
the sanctuary of the Little White Church on the Hill.
Our website, www.plsilvana.org offers a link to our Sunday
Worship which is posted to the website on Sunday afternoon ,
weekly reflections by Mary Fuentes and crafts with Phoebe.

•

•

Facebook is another option. Most Sundays you can now watch the
service live on Facebook or watch it recorded later.

