PEACE L UT HE RA N CHURC H: GOD’S WORK. OUR HA NDS.

The Witness of Peace

O c t ober 2021
V o l ume 37 , I ss ue 10

Stop preaching about “being good stewards of the Earth”. The title of the Sojourners article
by Rev. Fletcher Harper, executive director of GreenFaith, caught me off guard. But as I read,
I realized that what the author was saying is that, in these days of climate crisis, talking about
stewardship just isn’t enough. He is much more urgent in his demands of faith leaders: This is
not a time for preachers to play it safe; it is time for prophetic thunder.
Rev. Harper is right. If Christians are to be true to our calling to care for creation, we can no
long stay comfortably quiet. All we have to do is to stay abreast of current news to witness the
ongoing cycle of dramatic, destructive climate disruptions. And the scientists are clear: it is far
past time for debate about the causes. It is time to be fierce about our commitment to boldly
advocate for each and every effort to call each other to conversion- to real change in our
values, priorities, expectations and use of resources.
I am going to invite us to join in daily prayer for the success of this international gathering of
world leaders, beginning on the feast of the Reformation (October 31) and lasting through the
end of the conference. Let us passionately invoke prophetic honesty, courage, boldness,
creativity and cooperation. No one position or group or country holds all the answers, but this
is sure: the time for action is now, and this critical issue can no longer be treated as a side
issue for “tree huggers” or a political football to be tossed about. As Rev. Fletcher urgently
reminds us: The well-being of billions of people and the planet’s future hang in the balance*.
Pastor Annette
* (Stop Preaching About ‘Being Good Stewards of the Earth’ | Sojourners, 9/16/21)

UN Climate Change Conference 2021 October 31-November 12, Glascow

“As climate chaos explodes around the world, world leaders face what United Nations
Secretary–General António Guterres has called a “code red for humanity”; the world must
slash greenhouse gas emissions immediately if humanity is to prevent the worst of what
climate change has in store and preserve civilization as we know it.”
(coveringclimatenow.org)

KILLING THE PLANET IS
AGAINST OUR RELIGION.
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From the Bishop:

At first glance, it does not seem as though Teresa of Avila, noted Spanish Roman
Catholic saint from the sixteenth century, would have much to say about today’s
world. You see, she is well known for her mysticism, her ecstatic prayers, several
quotes that she might or might not have said, and her reforms in the church. All of
these things are interesting – but what do they have to do with the 21st century
and what is happening in the world today? In the last few days, though, I have been thinking
about what she writes at the beginning of her work, The Interior Castle.
At the beginning of this book Teresa admits that she is tired. On the first page she writes, “I’m
writing this book under obedience and I’m already finding it hard. God hasn’t given me any
desire for this work, and my head is so full of noise I can barely compose a letter about the
most ordinary business, much less a book about prayer.”
I am so thankful for Teresa stating it bluntly. Teresa is unsure if she’ll succeed, she is not sure
she has it in her to do what she is being asked to do, she is nervous and distracted. In other
words, St. Teresa sounds a lot like all of us – especially when we are being asked to do
something that is different or hard or difficult.
Truthfully, it can be daunting as we continue to navigate this pandemic, as we continue to
navigate the changes of the world and the changing church, as we strive to live into what God
is calling us to do. It is difficult, as Teresa fully expresses, to push past our fear or our unease
or our malaise to do what God is calling us to do. It is pretty impossible to do a new thing
without God’s help and guidance.
And so, as I reflect on Teresa’s difficulties, our difficulties, I am also drawn to scripture –
specifically Isaiah 43. In the first part of Isaiah 43 we read:
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For
I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
The prophet writes that God created us, God formed us. We have no need for fear because God
knows each of our names. God calls each of us. We are God’s. No matter the circumstance, no
matter the trial, no matter the fire. This is what Teresa understood and it is what we cling to
when we struggle and when we wonder if we can go on. I invite you to hold Isaiah 43:1-3
closely as we hear these words from Isaiah 43:18-19.
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and
rivers in the desert.
As we hold close the promise that God creates us, forms us, names us, calls us, and holds us,
only then can we hear the promise in these words that a new thing, a new day is coming. That
God will make a way. May we hold close the words of St. Teresa and the prophet Isaiah. May
you feel God’s love surrounding you when all seems overwhelming. And may you rise in the
strength of the Lord knowing that God’s love surrounds you and fills you – and a way is being
made as we all go forward together in Christ.
+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee bishop@lutheransnw.org
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WORSHIP NEWS
Regarding worship at Peace, we have been in a time of transition. In July the council voted to
extend our two-service schedule through September, with an 8:30 Drive In service and a 10:00
indoor service. On September 21st your church council met to discuss a plan for the next few
months.
The local new Covid cases continue to be quite high, and a number of folks do not feel
comfortable returning to indoor services. Given these circumstances, the PLC Church Council
has decided for the month of October to continue with our current schedule.
However, we recognize that it is becoming difficult to get adequate lay help and musicians to
support two services. The bulk of the work is being carried by a small number of folks. There
is a strong urge to come back together as one worshipping community, but quite a spread of
opinions regarding the time frame of a single service and the location of indoor/outdoor. The
desire of the Council was to do their best to discern a compromise position between the
various factions of the congregation.
Therefore, the PLC Church Council proposes that PLC move to a single service at 9:15
A.M., alternating between an inside service and a parking lot service beginning Nov. 7,
2021. During inside services, we would broadcast audio to the parking lot, Facebook, and the
PLC church website.
The Council is actively inviting discussion and feedback regarding this proposal. There will be
a special congregational meeting to address adopting this proposal on Sunday, October
17th between the two services at 9:35 am.
Your Church Council members are: Larry Sather, Al Camp, Cathy Pryor, Larry Bean, Dave
Tripp, Linda Legler, Dennis Dicken, Tammy Chase, Stephanie Bean.

JOIN US ON OCTOBER 3rd: CREATION SUNDAY
BRING YOUR FURRY/FEATHERED/FINNED FRIEND TO CHURCH!

Blessing will be at 9:30, between our two services.
In case of rain, we will do a drive through blessing under the covered portico.
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LWR Quilters
We are active again! We have lots of material to work with.
Join us on October 20th at 10am for some quilting and fellowship.
Bring a sack lunch.

Mission of the Month
Introducing Josephine Caring Communities Newest Service:
JOSEPHINE AT HOME!
Josephine At Home provides 2 service lines:
Home Health and Home Care services .

Home Care and Home Health have been proven to reduce client and patient exposure to
infections by bringing the care to them. Josephine at Home is a one-stop-shop for both
Home Care and Home Health. They can also introduce you to all our other services across
the Josephine Caring Community.

North County Churches
Have you been noticing that you have been receiving a monthly newsletter in
your email inbox? Have you taken the time to read through it?
This newsletter is an initial attempt to deepen our connections with the other ELCA
congregations of the Stillaguamish Cluster – a place to share stories, ministry ideas
and opportunities to come together. Deacon Le Brandes is overseeing this
experimental effort .
You are encouraged to take the time to be inspired and encouraged by the
witness of our sisters and brothers around the cluster.

August Financial Update:
Income to the General Fund totaled $18,234.06
This included our Mission of the Month collection for Heifer International of $395.00,
$100 that went to the Darrington Food Bank and $25 for school supplies.
Expenses totaled $15,610.73
Our Mission Investment Fund had a total of $117,702.32 on August 31st after earning
$49.87 in interest at .50%.
2021 Budget $194,829.00

2021 Average donation needed each month $16,235.75

Thank you to everyone for your continued support!
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Guatemala Service Project
A huge thank you to everyone who donated, shopped, and helped work the garage sale!!!!
We raised over $2,700.00 and we still have some money to come in. At this time, we are
unsure how much the stoves will cost with the price of metals always fluctuating on the
upward scale, but we are hopeful that we will be able to raise enough to cover the cost of the
stoves.
We have not set a date yet to go next year and have yet to be given a village. The hope is
that it will be a village with about 70-80 families where we can make a difference in their
lives. We plan to give Spanish bibles, quilts, potholders, school supplies, and hopefully raise
enough money to also put in a water filtration system along with the stoves. If you are
interested in getting involved, please reach out to one of us on the team.

Youth-Family-Community-Mission
Did you notice that fall has arrived, if you didn’t well it’s here and making a racket to make
sure we are aware that its time for hot chocolate and hooded sweatshirts? I hope your all
getting prepared for fall and winter weather, which means put an extra blanket in your car
along with a working flashlight, a couple bottles of water, and even some granola bars. This
is just in case you break down or heaven forbid you get in an accident. This fall I’m
planning a Fall Festival and I’m hoping to have it in the fellowship hall but if need be I’m
prepared to fire up the fire pit and set up some harvest stew to cook over the pit. I hope you
can join us on October 23rd at 5:30 for a cake walk, possible smores, Harvest stew, pumpkin
toss, donut eating contest, and more.

Valley View Cemetery
The Valley View Cemetery received a generous gift of labor. Darci Depner, (Sandra Hegwalds
daughter) and her family mowed the entire cemetery! Her daughter and her boyfriend used
this job for their honor society volunteer work.
This was a great service to the Valley View Cemetery family. It comes at a time when the cost
of Cemetery upkeep continues to climb, and these costs challenge the cemetery finances.
This was a good way for a caring family to give back and set an example for other families to
get involved with their community.

God’s Work Our Hands
The 200 school kits have been packed up and ready for shipment!
Might you be able to help transport the boxed kits to the pick up site?
Although we haven’t heard yet,
the ingathering date is usually the first Saturday in November.
Contact the CHURCH OFFICE if this is a way you would like to participate!
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Vandalism!

The new glass for our doors has been ordered. The company even gave us a church
discount! Glass installation is scheduled for October 7th. Thank you to Spencer Fuentes for
temporarily fixing the doors with plywood so we were able to use the entrance for the
mission garage sale and the celebration of life las Sunday.

Peace Lutheran Church Women
It is with sadness that I announce that we have voted to not have the bazaar this year. After
much discussion and the current state of the environment the women felt it was in every
one’s best interest to wait one more year to hold the bazaar. This decision was not made
lightly, and we hope everyone will understand that we only had the health and well being of
the church family and community in mind when we voted to not have the bazaar.
We will continue to support the many organizations that have been held close to our hearts.
We hope to use the offerings from the monthly gathering and from the circles. If you wish to
help us continue to support organizations like Peoria House, Women’s Shelter of Mount
Vernon and Everett, along other organizations that do amazing things for the people of our
community please donate to PLCW.
PLCW will gather on October 6th at 11:30 for a soup and bread potluck luncheon. We hope
to have a special guest speaker Jennifer Fuentes on preparing your bulbs for winter storage
and planting.
Naomi circle will gather at 9:30 on the 13Th and Lydia will gather at
6:15 by zoom and in person on 4th and in person on the 18th. Both
circles gather for study and fellowship. All are welcome to join the
ladies as they gather in the Fellowship Hall.

OCTOBER BOOK CLUB SELECTION: The Apple Orchard, Susan Wiggs
This is the third book we have read from this local author.
The Apple Orchard is the story of family ties– both old and new and the moments that connect our
hearts.
Against the rich landscape of Bella Vista, Tess begins to discover a world filled with the simple
pleasures of food and family, of the warm earth beneath her bare feet. A world where family
comes first and the roots of history run deep. A place where falling in love is not only possible, but
inevitable.
And in a season filled with new experiences, Tess begins to see the truth in something Annelise
once told her: if you don't believe memories are worth more than money, then perhaps you've not
made the right kind of memories.
Please join us on October 26th, 6pm, in the fellowship hall or on Zoom.
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Gathering Place:

5-6pm

We next serve at the Gathering Place on October 21st.
Volunteers are always welcome. (Talk to Mary Fuentes for more
information.) Meal preparation begins at 4pm and the dinner is
served from 5-6pm.
This year we have been blessed with lots of food donations.
For the last three months the Stoffel Farm Family has provided
pork. Last month the Strotz family provided all the corn on the
cob. The Fuentes family has taken on the project of raising
turkeys that will be used for some of the meals this fall.
Thank you to all who participate in the worthy cause.

Is there some way you would like to participate in the life
of this congregation? Please contact the church office and
let us know!

Worship Participants
Date

Ushers
Communion
Lectors
8:30
10:00 8:30
10:00 8:30
10:00

Counters

October 3

Mary
Fuentes

Janeen Tammy Connie Mary
Smith Chase
D
Fuentes

Janeen Ralph & Gwen
Smith Dalseg

October 10

Tammy
Chase

Janeen Tammy
Smith Chase

Janeen Jolene Rod
Smith Larry Bean

October 17

Mary
Fuentes

Larry Judy
Bean Camp

October 24

Al
Camp

Jordy Judy
Tyler Camp

October 31

Cheri &
Pedro
Gonzales

Jordy Cheri
Jordy Pedro
Larry Ralph & Gwen
Tyler Gonzales Tyler Gonzales Sather Dalseg

Patti Al
Jones Camp

Patti Mary
Jones Fuentes
Connie Al
D Camp

Larry Karen &
Bean Dennis Dicken
Larry Al & Judy
Sather Camp
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Our Church Council Members 2021:

5
6

10
11
13
16
19
24
25
26

President– Larry Sather
Vice-President—Al Camp
Secretary—(position open)
Treasurer—Cathy Pryor
PLCW Rep.—Stephanie Bean
Youth Rep.—Tammy Chase
At Large: Dave Tripp
Larry Bean
Dennis Dicken
Linda Legler
Staff:
Pastor Annette
Mary Fuentes

Sharon Daoura
Wayne Vroman
George Daoura
Everett Fuentes
Evelyn Legler
Robyn Canteras
Joyce Klabunde
Beatrice Ferguson
Kermit Johnson
Marcia Conn
Dana Stoffel
Makena Rose Kombol
Pastor Annette Andrews-Lux

Stephanie Bean and her
family would like to thank all
the congregation for their
support, concern and faithful
prayers for her sister Andrea and
them over the past two difficult
years. Andrea passed on
September 23surrounded by her
loving family.

Food Bank collections in
September:
12 jugs/jars of oil
9 cans/jars & 60 cups of apple sauce
1 case of Beannee Weanees
1 box of assorted food items
The Stanwood/Camano Food Bank
Thanks you!

Food bank item of the month:

KIDS SNACKS
juice boxes, individual apple sauce, use
your imagination!

Go Green Tip!
Office Hours
Due to medical appointments, Becky’s office
hours in the church office will be irregular.
Please call before venturing to the office to
make sure she is there.

Buy Less or Borrow- Only buy what you
actually need. In a consumer culture, it’s
easy to fall into overbuying habits. If you
only purchase what’s necessary. You’ll
not only be going green but saving green
as well.
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October
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

12:00
AA

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

22

23

29

30

8:30am
Worship in the
parking lot
9:30 Pet Blessing
10am Worship in
Peace Sanctuary
8:30am
Worship in the
parking lot
10am Worship at
Peace Sanctuary

10:00
Women’s
AA
6:15
Lydia
Circle

12:00
AA

11:30
PLCW in
person
meeting

9:30am
Thanks- 12:00
Naomi
giving
AA
Circle
10:00
Women’s
AAJune Food Bank Item:

Please help us support the local food
18
19banks. 20
21
8:30am Worship 10:00
12-AA 10:00
4pm
parking lot
Women’s 6-AA
LWR
Gathering
9:30 Cong. mtg AA
District Quilting
Place dinner
10am Worship in 6:15pm
6:00
preparation
Peace Sanctuary Lydia
Council
5pm Dinner

17

24

25

8:30am
10:00
Worship in the
Women’s
parking lot
AA
10am Worship in
Peace Sanctuary

31 Reformation
8:30am
Worship in the
parking lot
10am Worship in
Peace Sanctuary

26

12:00
AA
6pm
Book
Club

27

28

12:00
AA

12:00
AA

12:00
AA

12:00
AA

5:30
Harvest
Party

Dear PLCW and PLC,
Thank you so much for your wonderful gift to
celebrate my graduation. I love my quilt and have
been using it since the day I got it. Thank you all
for supporting me all my life. Simon Fuentes

Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Contact us:
360-652-8739
office@plsilvana.org
pastor@plsilvana.org

Worship Options at Peace
•

•

•

We offer “Worship in the Home” resources that are
either emailed or mailed to your home.
We now offer two Sunday Worship services! 8:30am in your car
in our parking lot. Simply tune your car radio to listen. This
service is also broadcast on Facebook Live.

At 10am there is a masked and socially distanced worship inside in
the sanctuary at Peace
Our website, www.plsilvana.org offers a link to our Sunday
Worship which is posted to the website on Sunday afternoon ,
weekly reflections by Mary Fuentes and crafts with Phoebe.

•

•

Facebook is another option. Most Sundays you can now watch the
service live on Facebook or watch it recorded later.

