[Witness of Peace August 2025

It’s Summertime!

Summer seems to be the season where the cultural mood focuses on having fun, getting
away, planning vacations and enjoying time in the beauty of creation. It is a time when we
try to find some extra days to spend with family and friends and to engage in activities
which renew and refresh us.

These intentional moments of caring for our spirit and our relationships are always
important, but perhaps even more so now. Even if we share various opinions on the
current state of our country, I think we might all agree that these are challenging times.
There is chaos and confusion and discord and difficulties on many fronts. When much is
draining our hearts of joy, it is even more critical for us to take time away to replenish. As
the picture says above, it is important to “take time to do what makes your soul happy”.
This is not being selfish: it is necessary self-care.

So make space in your days this month to choose joy-enriching activities- whatever they
are for you. And know that space is holy, and that God’s renewing love will meet you
there. Remember all that you are grateful for. Spend time with those who make your heart
happy. The important work we have to do in these times will still be there for us to pick
back up.

As for me, I am going to practice what I preach and head for some vacation time with
family.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
-Romans 15;13

See you soon!
Pastor Annette
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I hope you’re all enjoying these hot summer days and nights, I’m just going to say I'm
more of a cool spring and fall kind of gal. There are several folks who really enjoy these
sunny hot days and for those people I hope you’re soaking up the sun. To Everyone I hope
your wearing sunscreen and a hat, protect yourself from all those intense rays.

Vacation Bible School welcomed many new faces and without the amazing volunteers
we would not have been able to host all the youth of the area. The youth were served a
delicious dinner each night and then moved right into bible story, crafts, games, science, and
ending with smores around the campfire. These nights were an excellent way to share the love
of God with our community. We collected supplies for the school kits as an in-kind offering.
We already have started planning for next year and if you would like to be involved, we would
love to have you join the team.

Thank you to everyone who came to the Silvana Fair! Fun was had by all, and everyone
greatly appreciated the cookies and water. Thank you to everyone who helped with setting up,
provided cookies, purchased water, and all who offered a warm greeting to the fair goers. The
Silvana Fair is our town's major annual event, attracting many visitors. Thank you for
participating and demonstrating God's love through your actions.

We have several youths who will be exhibiting livestock and indoor exhibits at the next
few fairs, Stanwood Camano and Evergreen, if you would like to go out and cheer them on.

Out to Dinner group will be going to La Conner on Tuesday the 5™, we will be leaving
the church at 5:10. Yes this is an earlier time than usual, but we want to make sure we make it
up to the restaurant by 6pm.

The Out to Lunch bunch will be going on an adventure to Bellingham on the 14™. We
will be leaving the church at 10:30am and going to Fairhaven to try out a place “Black
Sheep”, I will say we picked this place purely because of its name. Let’s all hope it turns out
good!

If you’re looking to volunteer this month we will be serving at the Gathering place in
Stanwood on Thursday, the 21%. We serve dinner at Spm, but we start preparing the meal at
3:30. Please give me a call if you would like to join us as we have fun in the kitchen preparing
a locally sourced meal.

This month’s food bank item that we are collecting is canned vegetables, corn, green
beans, beats, etc... please pick out something you would like to eat.

Go Green Tip- Use natural light, The greatest source of light for any business is the sun.
Sunlight is free, energy efficient, and can even help boost people’s moods.

Lydia Circle will gather at Janice Bakkes on Monday the 4™ at 5:30pm. For those
wanting to carpool, we will be leaving Peace at Spm

Naomi Circle will be gathering on Wednesday the 13™ at 9:30am in the parking lot to
carpool to Whidbey for a day trip to Jolene’s family beach home.
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School Supplies Needed:

As of July 23rd, we are still collecting
school supplies for this coming school
year. We are so close to our goal!

Our last remaining items are as
follows:

- 249 70-sheet notebooks of wide or
college ruled paper;

spiral bound

- 679 unsharpened #2 pencils with
erasers

Save the Date for our
next local gathering!
Silvana Community Potluck
Saturday, September 27",
5:00 pm Hosted at Peace

Looking for a creative way to improve
your well-being? Join us for the LINC
NW Painting for Resilience workshop,

beginning August 28th!
This unique program spends 4 weeks

combining the therapeutic benefits of art

with a supportive community

environment. Whether you're a beginner
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or an experienced artist, this workshop will guide you through the process of self-expression
and strengthening resilience through painting.

The sessions are held on Thursdays and will focus on mindfulness, resilience, and building
confidence as participants explore different techniques and styles. You'll leave each session
feeling refreshed, inspired, and with a finished canvas.

All art supplies will be provided through a $20 course fee. Scholarships are available for this
course. Email cassie@lincnw.org to apply for a course fee scholarship.

Spaces are limited, so be sure to reserve your spot today! Whether you're looking to unwind

or discover a new creative outlet, this workshop is the perfect way to kick off your year with

positivity and creativity.

No prior art skills or knowledge is required; this class is for 18 years and older. All supplies

will be provided.

For questions about the class, contact cassie@lincnw.org.

Painting For Resilience Thursdays from 5:30-7:00 pm -Starting- Date: August 28th
Time: 5:30 PM - 7 PM Location: LINC NW -1424 172nd St NE, Marysville WA, 98271-
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Save The Date: Fall Stillaguamish
Conference Shared Worship!

18, Tooerer 8 Sunday, October Sth at Camano Lutheran

‘ 4 At the last Synod Assembly, it was voted to change the word

“1¢ ' "Cluster" to "Conference" in regards to our neighborhood gather-

%, ings of Lutheran churches. Our "Stillaguamish Conference" is busy

5 planning their worship gathering for this fall. The date is Sunday,
October 5 at Camano Lutheran at 10a.m. Mark your calen-

dars! More information is coming soon! You know, so far each year's service/gathering has

been different from the other and this one is shaping up to be quite different again!

Also - November 15 - Saturday at 10a.m. the Stillaguamish Conference 1s gathering folks
who "do the work of the church." Altar Guild, lawn-mowing, building upkeep, Church Fi-
nances, Cemetery Sextons, Funeral reception planners, if it's being done, whether by com-
mittee or not... we are putting together an opportunity for you all to meet your counterparts at
our Stillaguamish Conference churches. Could be a one-time gathering - could be you just
exchange contact information, could be you just sit and tell hilarious stories OR you may just

come away with a resource or two or ideas of other ways to get it done. Mark your calendar,
and watch for more information.

All Church Picnic
SUNDAY, AUGUST 10,

FOLLOWING THE 10:00 SERVICE . %{/w%_
We will be gathering at the home of Maudie %{
Gedstad, 2533 Stanwood Bryant Road. Take C H U R C H
exit 212 and head east on Stanwood Bryant
Road. Go 2.3 miles, and look for the first P I C N I C
driveway on the left, just past the Pilchuck AUGUST 10TH

Creek bridge. You will see the address marked
with a sign on a big cedar tree with a large
rock in front of it. Drive past the first
residence on our right and head back to the
place farther in. We will have someone help
with parking directions.

Burgers and hot dogs will be provided. Bring a
side dish or dessert, a folding chair, and wet
shoes if you want to go wading in the creek.

See you there!

o
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August Book of the month is

“ The Lost Bookshop ” by Evie Woods

v "The thing about books," she said "is that they help you to

imagine a life bigger and better than you could ever

¢ dream of."

Bl On a quiet street in Dublin, a lost bookshop is waiting to

" be found...

“ | For too long, Opaline, Martha and Henry have been the

N Ml side characters in their own lives.

. BOOkShOP w74 But when a vanishing bookshop casts its spell, these three

REEEEAMMON RIS unsuspecting strangers will discover that their own stories

' are every bit as extraordinary as the ones found in the

pages of their beloved books. And by unlocking the se-

crets of the shelves, they find themselves transported to a world of wonder...

where nothing is as it seems.

Evie Woods is the pseudonym of Evie Gaughan, the bestselling author of The Sto-
ry Collector, The Heirloom and The Mysterious Bakery On Rue De Paris.

Living on the West Coast of Ireland, Evie escapes the inclement weather by writ-
ing her stories in a converted attic, where she dreams about underfloor heating.
Her books tread the intriguing line between the everyday and the otherworldly,
revealing the magic that exists in our ordinary lives. She is currently working on
her fourth novel.

Come join us! It's sure to be great discussion, (whether the book is good or not)!
Location: Katie’s Room Last Tuesday, August 26, 6p.m.
Contact: Karen Dicken quilter@wavecable.com

Pastor Annette will take some family
vacation time Sunday, July 27- August 6.
Pastor Jane Prestbye will be covering

worship on July 27 and August 3.
Information about urgent pastoral coverage
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4-H Demonstrations at Peace Lutheran

Our beloved fellowship hall played host to our
young 4-H members as they presented on
various projects.

Phoebe Fuentes and Torunn Stangeland, with
support from Abby Deitlin, presented their

. : creation and completion of

buttermilk pancakes on

Wednesday morning.

. They walked the judges through
“ the items needed for the delicious
al cakes. Then they got to mixing.

While the electric mixer was
running they told knock-knock
R jokes (hopefully gaining a higher
score).

Left to right Abby Deitlin, Torunn Stangeland,
and Phoebe Fuentes.

The syrup used for their
topping was from the one and
only Hazel Blue Acres farm.

As your author and office
admin I can attest that the 4-H
has been teaching their
program members well after
getting to have the final step of
their presentation at my desk.
Well done Phoebe and Torunn!

Morgan Crosby, 7/23/25

The finished blueberry pancakes topped with Hazel
Blue Acres farm blueberry syrup.
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Missiere () Josephine

0/_' ]'HEMON]’H ./ Caring Community

Josephine Caring Community is our mission of the month for August.

Josephine is a caregiving community for all generations. We are an ever grow-
ing, ever changing, successful ministry serving thousands of individuals and
families since establishment in 1908. Supporting our residents, children and our
community is a large part of our non-profit organization. We believe everyone
has the power to make a difference when we lend a heart or a hand to support
one another.

Peace Lutheran has been a supporting partner of Josephine for many years now.
We always look forward to supporting these wonderful local causes.

Food Bank Item of the Month:

Canned goods... This month’s food
bank item that we are collecting is

— . canned vegetables, corn, green beans,
. beats, etc... please pick out something

“ you would like to eat.
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JJ Happy Birthday
To You JJ
Pam Holdal 04-Aug
Nathan Norman 04-Aug
Stephanie Bach 06-Aug
Steven Livingston 06-Aug
Kaden Livingston 08-Aug
Linda Legler 12-Aug
Janeen Smith 13-Aug
Janice Cabe 20-Aug
Charleen Tyler 23-Aug
Coni Moyer 29-Aug

Out To Dinner Group QOut To Lunch Bunch
Will be goin% to La Conner on Will be going on an adventure to
Tuesday the 5", we will be leaving Bellingham on the 14™. We will be
the church at 5:10 pm. This is an leaving the church at 10:30 am and

earlier time than usual, but we want going to Fairhaven to try out a place
to make sure we make it up to the ”Black Sheep”, we picked this place
restaurant by 6 pm. purely because of its name.

Lydia Circle Bible Study: August 4th @ 5:30 pm

Peace Lutheran Church Women: No meeting in August
Naomi Circle Bible Study: August 13th @ 9:30 am
Lutheran World Relief Quilting: August 27th @ 10:00 am
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Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement:
“Called by Christ to offer help, hope,
and healing.”

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2
AA Noon
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Worship
8:30 PL.C AA 10 am AA Noon Al-Anon 10am AA Noon
10am LWCH
Lydia OTD-6 pm
Elsie Pryor Circle @
service 2pm Janice’s
5:30pm
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Worship AA Noon Naomi Circle | Outto Lunch | AA Noon
8:30 PL.C AA 10 am 9:30am 10:30 am.
10am LWCH
Church Picnic 4-H 6pm Al-Anonl0am | Silvana
after 10am Quilting 10am School
service Reunion
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Worship Al-Anonl0am
8:30 PLC AA10am | A A Noon AA Noon
10am LWCH Witness
Deadline
District AA Serving at
6:30pm Gathering
Place Spm
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Worship AA 10 am Al-Anonl0am
8:30 PLC AA Noon AA Noon
10am LWCH | Book Club Quilting 10am | pesce Fiber
6 pm Arts 6:30pm
31
Worship
8:30 PLC
10am LWCH

Last Sunday at
LWCH
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Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Contact us:
360-652-8739
office@plsilvana.org
pastor@plsilvana.org

Look Inside for information about church and community events and
post the calendar on your wall so you don’t miss a thing!
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