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Witness of Peace                   October 2025 
 

 

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 
    for the rights of all who are destitute. 

Speak up and judge fairly; 
    defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

Proverbs 31:8-9 
 

One of the actions that occurred at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly this past summer was 
the adoption of the social statement Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-being of All.  
This important document helps us to thoughtfully consider the relationship of our     
Christian faith to our identity as citizens of this country.  In a time when there appears to 
be a lot of confusion and disagreement about appropriate boundaries between religion and 
politics, this statement provides important clarification. 
 

Since the time of Martin Luther, the Lutheran faith community has engaged in advocacy 
regarding the pressing social issues of the day. Care for the needy among us is an integral 
part of biblical teaching throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, and it continued to be core to 
Jesus’ teaching and public witness. I just read one scholar’s estimate that comments       
regarding our personal and communal economic life is addressed approximately 288 times 
in the gospels. It is clear that, as disciples of Jesus, we are to be both models of and       
advocates for a just and inclusive social and economic order. Everyone matters. 
 

The political institutions of our democratic government are the vehicles by which we    
determine the rights and policies which govern the social and economic order. To quote 
the statement: ‘Politics’ describes negotiating how the benefits, burdens, rights, and      
responsibilities of living in a society are shared.  As Christians, we are to bring a deep 
commitment to ethical discernment and action to love and serve the neighbor to all of the 
political processes we are engaged in: voting, advocacy, education on issues, public   
elected service.  
 

Separation of church and state was never meant to mean that we do not bring our values, 
morals, compassion or commitment to justice to our civic actions. We engage as citizens 
who bring with us a particular moral framework. On the other hand, we also reject the 
view of Christian Nationalists, who seek to fuse together our secular government with a 
particular religious stance. We believe it is vital to keep our religious institutions distinct 
from our political institutions, not only for democratic freedom but also to maintain our 
primary allegiance to God’s kingdom above all secular human institutions. 
 

Particularly in this divisive era, I strongly urge you to take the time to read through this 
social statement and consider its teaching. It can be found at:  https://www.elca.org/faith/
faith-and-society/current-social-writing-projects/civic-life-and-faith 
 

Pastor Annette 
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The tenth month is upon us and I’m ready for fall, cool crisp mornings, leaves changing color, and 
fires in the fire pit. Fall means playing card games and reading books.  Fall also means getting ready 
for winter, for me getting ready for rain and making sure the cows have lots of bedding as they will 
be pulled off the field. Fall also means preparing for the possible flood.  If you haven’t heard Peace is 
working on a phone tree in case the roads are closed or the power is out, this will be a way for      
everyone to hopefully be notified in case of an emergency.   

Out to dinner group will be heading to Lynwood to try a Hawaiian restaurant, Kona Kitchen on the 
7th.  The bus will be leaving Peace at 5pm, please sign up with Mary to get a spot on the bus. 

Bunko Night is back on the 11th at 5pm at the church. Please bring an appetizer to share and prize for 
the prize table. If you haven’t played no-worries, this is an easy game to learn, and everyone is    
guaranteed a fun time. 

Bingo is back at the Viking Hall in Silvana on the 12th.  The doors will open at 4pm and games will 
begin at 5pm. This month’s bingo will benefit the 

This years Harvest Party will be a festive time to bring out your favorite celebrity or someone you 
greatly admire. I can’t wait to see what everyone comes up with and let’s see if we can recognize 
each other. Once again dinner and drinks will be provided and a few tasty treats. There will be a table 
for you to crack some walnuts and even a puzzle table.  Please bring a cake for our traditional cake 
walk to end the evening. Doors open at 5:30pm. 

Go Green Tip-Use natural decorations: Decorate with biodegradable items like pumpkins, gourds, 
pinecones, and autumn leaves instead of synthetic materials. 

Food Bank item of the month-Right now the food bank needs high protein, high fiber, non-perishable 
foods, such as canned and dried beans, rice or pasta. 

Thank you so much to all the folks who came out to help make Lefse this past September. This      
tradition has been going for as long as I can remember and I feel blessed to keep it going.  The ladies 
and men put their heart into making this Scandinavian pastry and we all hope that you enjoy this tasty 
treat.  We look forward to making it once again in October. 

PLCW will be meeting on Wednesday the first with lunch at 11:30 followed by devotions and a very 
brief meeting and a program led by Phoebe and Mary about their recent trip to Scottland and Ireland. 

Lydia will meet Monday the 6th at 5:30 in Katies’ room 

Naomi will meet Wednesday the 8th at 9:30 am in the Fireside room 

Mission of the month has been a great addition to the church and has brought notice to organizations 
that we otherwise might not have heard of. 2026 is just a few months away and we are looking for 
suggestions of organizations that Peace might be able to support next year. If you have a suggestion, 
please pass along as much information about the organization as possible to Mary. The council will 
review all that is put forward and will have a list presented to the church by the first of the year. 

We have moved up serving at the Gathering place by a week. We will now be serving on Thursday 
the 9th. If you would like to join the fun of preparing a meal together and serving it, please reach out 
to Mary J. We need a few cakes and bread to serve along with the soup we will be preparing. 

Fun in the Corn Maze!! Once again, we will be taking a group after church on the 19th after the 
10:00am service to the Corn Maze at Andrew’s Hay. This is a fun outing for the entire family. Please 
sign up with Mary J if you and your family would like to join us. 

Mary J Fuentes 

Youth, Family, and Community News 
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 Upcoming Dates: Fall Stillaguamish  

Conference Events!  

 

Fourth Annual Worship Event   

The Stillaguamish Conference is busy planning our upcoming 
worship gathering.  The date is Sunday,  October 5th at Camano 
Lutheran at 10a.m.  

We are excited and grateful that we will be welcoming several members of the Stillaguamish 
tribe, as we gather to honor and celebrate God’s gift of creation and the land that we share 
together. There’s plenty of parking, and access for those with walkers, wheelchairs, etc.  

We won’t be serving breakfast this year, but cookies and coffee/tea will be available when 
you arrive. We hope to see you all there.  

There will not be a worship service at Peace Lutheran that day.  

 

Saturday, November 15 10am, we are gathering all ministry leaders in our Stillaguamish 
Conference, past and present to share ideas, gain inspiration, and find resources!  There may 
be ministries in one church that are not in another.  There may be people who have been    
doing their work for many years and a brand new person with lots of questions!  

We hope you will come join us here at Peace Lutheran, Silvana on Saturday, November 15 at 
10am and just see what happens.  Some examples, but not limited to are:  Altar Guild,       
Finance, Property Care, Sunday School leaders, Book Club, Outreach, Women’s/Men’s     
Bible Study, Church Admins, and more.  Some churches no longer have “committees”, but 
the work still gets done.  Wouldn’t it be great to find out how other churches are                
accomplishing this?  So please come.  Everyone is welcome whether currently in a ministry 
or not.  

October Book of the month is:  
"Hail Mary" by Andy Weir  

Set in the near future, scientists observe the Sun dimming coinciding with 
the formation of a bright line from the Sun to Venus. As the dimming will 
cause a catastrophic ice age within 30 years, the world's governments   
appoint former European Space Agency administrator Eva Stratt to lead a 
task force to solve the problem. A space probe, sent to investigate the   
issue, discovers alien microbes on Venus. Stratt appoints Ryland Grace, 
a middle school teacher and infamous former molecular biologist, to study 
a sample of microbes."  I don't want to share any more because             
discovering what is going on as we read the book is part of the fun! 

Location: Katie’s Room Last Monday, October 27th, 6p.m.   

Contact: Karen Dicken quilter@wavecable.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venus_(planet)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Space_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_probe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microbes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_school#United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Molecular_biologist


4 

Witness of Peace                                                                                                                                                                                       October 2025 

UPDATE FROM EL CAMINO DE EMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                                         

 

A few weeks ago, Pastor Annette from Peace Lutheran Church in Silvana came to our church 
to give us a generous donation to support some of our families in need of legal assistance. 
She came accompanied by two members of her church, Ellyn and Wayne Erickson.       
Blessings to all the members of Peace Lutheran Church, but especially to Carol Hage Wall 
and her husband, Bob, for asking about our community and spreading the word. 

We're working with a friend who is a notary public to help parents who are likely to be      
deported obtain a parental power of attorney. We hold workshops, gradually explaining what 
this document is and making sure they don't fear that no one is going to take their children 
away from them. We're moving slowly but surely. Then we'll pay for the children's U.S. 
passports or passports from the country where they were born. In the event of the parents' 
deportation, this is the safest way to send them with them. Pastor Zulma from El Camino, 
along with Pastor Charis from Burlington Lutheran, are working with families who are      
offering to support children whose parents have no other family here in the county. We've 
also paid for several people's first appointments with an immigration attorney. And all of this 
is possible thanks to you. 
 
The fears never end, but God is with us and with El Camino. There's a reason it continues to 
exist despite all the obstacles we've encountered, and thanks to the generosity of all of you. 
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There are snakes all around us. It might not seem like it, but just like the 
snakes that surrounded the people of Israel, snakes are surrounding us. Let 
me remind you of that story found in Numbers 21. The people of   Israel 
had been in the wilderness for almost 40 years and they are tired. They are 
worn out. They are angry. They are annoyed. There is no water and the 
manna which God has provided for them is, as the people say, 
“miserable.” They complain about God and they complain about Moses. 

And suddenly, in the middle of their complaining, they are surrounded by snakes.  

Snakes slithering around them. People running and screaming. People snatching their   
children up from the ground. Snakes biting and biting and biting. People dying. Finally, 
desperate, they ask Moses to pray to God on their behalf. And he does. And in response to 
Moses’ prayer, God sends this message. God commands Moses to lift a rod into the air 
with a bronze serpent on it for the people to gaze upon. (You can read the full story in 
Numbers 21:4-9). 

Do you see how strange it is for God to command this? To tell them to make a statue of the 
horrible thing that is killing them? My guess is that they wanted to shield their eyes from 
this monstrosity. No one wanted to look. Truly when they gazed upon that bronze serpent 
they saw a scary, horrifying, life-killing image of death. They saw poison and destruction.  

But do you know what happens in the story? It is amazing. For when those who were     
bitten looked up and saw that which scared them the most, what brought the most           
destruction to them, they were saved. They lived. Out of death came new life. 

There are snakes all around us, too. Do you feel them? These snakes take many forms:   
violence, hatred, greed, despair. Sometimes the snakes look like systems too big to fight. 
Sometimes they look like shadows in our own hearts. We may want to pretend they are not 
here. We may want to close our eyes and hope they slither away. But they don’t. They    
linger, bite, and wound. Like the Israelites in the wilderness, we are not spared from being 
surrounded by snakes. 

And just like the Israelites, God calls us not to turn away but to look. To see the truth of 
what is around us. To name the injustice, the fear, the grief, the death-dealing realities in 
our midst. This is not easy. Looking at the snakes feels unbearable. But even more, we are 
called to look beyond the snakes to what is lifted up. For it is only when the people lifted 
their eyes and saw the bronzed snake could they find life again.  

This Numbers story is quoted by Jesus in John 3. There, we hear, “Just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” 

Jesus is using the Numbers story as an invitation for us as followers of Jesus. We are called 
to gaze upon something beyond the heartache and violence and all the snakes that are    
surrounding us. God calls us, just as Moses called the Israelites, to look up. 

And what are we called to see? Not a bronzed snake but a cross. The cross. The cross of 
Christ is our bronzed serpent. On it, we see the ugliest things – violence, betrayal,           
injustice, sin, death itself. And yet, we are promised that this is exactly where God meets 
us. It is where Jesus bears what we cannot carry, where God does not hide from the 
world’s brokenness and, instead, becomes broken for the world. Where God’s promise that 
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even death is transformed to the means of redemption, healing, and abundant life. 

The snakes don’t magically disappear. And we are called to confess, grieve, speak, listen, and 
act in community regarding the snakes. But ultimately, we lift our eyes, our voices, and our 
actions beyond the snakes towards the new life that is promised – where suffering is met with 
God’s redeeming love. And in holy community is where we are strengthened again –         
discovering that healing and new life are possible, always, together, through Christ. Amen. 

 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org 

 

 

Food Bank Item of the Month: 

Right now the food bank 
needs high protein, high 
fiber, non-perishable 
foods! Such as: canned 
and dried beans, rice or 
pasta. 

Local Disaster Relief is our mission of the 

month for October.  

With different needs arising, as disasters 

are unforeseen emergencies, we will be 

supporting a cause locally after the council meets to decide the           

allocation of October’s contributions.  

As of the printing and emailing of this newsletter there is not a definitive emergency      

identified.  

The Gathering Place 
We are serving at the Gathering Place this month on October 9th. Serving starts at 5:00 

PM. Let Mary Fuentes know if you will be attending to help serve.  

mailto:bishop@lutheransnw.org
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Upcoming Bazaar Prep dates and information: 

Flatbread making—Thursday October 2nd @ 9:30am   

Lunch will be provided – no experience necessary! 

Krumkake— Monday October 6th @ 5:30pm no experience needed. Dinner provided.  

Lefse making – no experience needed  

 Monday October 20th – prepare potatoes 9:30am 

 Tuesday 10/21 9:30am rolling + baking lefse, lunch provided 

 Wednesday 10/22 9:30am rolling + baking lefse, lunch provided 

Table set up – Wednesday 10/29 7pm  

Rommegrot making – Thursday 10/30 9:30 am talk to Linda Legler  

Kitchen prep  

 Thursday 10/30 @ 10am  

 Friday 10/31 @ 9:30am  

It’s that time of year! Bazaar prep has begun. Pease Lutheran Church Women put on an 
“Early Country Christmas Bazaar” the first Saturday of November each year, from 10am – 
2pm. This year will be the 51st year!  

It is the only event the women put on to earn their budget money for the following year. It’s 
rather amazing that we accomplish that in four hours! 

 

(continued on page 8) 

Early Country Christmas Bazaar 
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Some of our budget items are for: 

- Benevolences to 9 local non-profits 
- All the coffee/tea/filters/napkins/paper plates etc. in the kitchen 
- Bibles for 3rd graders and seniors, along with quilts 
- Scholarship money for Camp Lutherwood and Holden Village  
- LWR projects – quilting, school kits, and baby kits  
- Tithing to our local Synod and a thanksgiving offering each November  

And the list goes on!  

 

We meet monthly on the first Wednesday of the month at 11:30. We enjoy lunch and        
fellowship and then usually hear a community speaker.  

 

It takes the entire congregation to make our bazaar a success and the congregation always 
goes above and beyond! 

 Set up and clean up are ways you can get involved.  

 - Working a shift during the bazaar is another.  

 - Donating gift cards for our raffle is appreciated.  

 - Donating 2 pies: 1 for the kitchen and 1 for the bakery is really needed.  

 

Oh, and we always need you to clean out your closets and garages for our used treasure 
room!  

If you are a crafter/knitter/sewist we would love some of your projects donated to our craft 
room.  

If you are a gardener and will be harvesting fall veggies, plants, or herbs, we would love to 
include your donation in our harvest room. 

Used treasures can be put in the south Sunday 
school classroom.  

Reminder for those working at the  bazaar we ask 
you to wear black pants and a white top. We will 
provide you with a Scandinavian apron to wear 
as well! 

 

If you have any questions or would like to help 
out  please contact:  

Stephanie Bean (425) 359-5141 call or text.  
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Out To Lunch Bunch  
 

With a full October there will not 
be an Our to Lunch this month. 

Women’s Group Gatherings 

Peace Lutheran Church Women: October 1st 11:30 am  

Lydia Circle Bible Study: October 6th @ 5:30 pm  

Naomi Circle Bible Study: October 8th @ 9:30 am 

Lutheran World Relief Quilting: No meeting in October 

Out To Dinner Group 
We will be heading to Lynwood to 

try a Hawaiian restaurant, Kona 
Kitchen on October 7th.  

The bus will be leaving Peace at 
5pm, please sign up with Mary to 

get a spot on the bus. 

♪♪ Happy Birthday To You ♪♪ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wayne Vroman  05-Oct 
Everett Fuentes  07-Oct 
George Daoura  07-Oct 
Kathy Schultz  08-Oct 
Vicky Schultz  09-Oct 
Evelyn Legler  10-Oct 
Mark Ludwig  14-Oct 
Beatrice Ferguson  16-Oct 
Kermit Johnson  16-Oct 
Dana Stoffel  24-Oct 
Jay Lindberg  24-Oct 
Makena Kombol  25-Oct 
Pastor Annette  26-Oct 
Dick Smith  28-Oct 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
Al-Anon 10am 
 
PLCW 
11:30am 
 
Book Club 
6pm 

2 
 
Flatbread  
Making 9:30am 
Lunch provided 

3 
AA Noon 
 
 

4 
 
 
 

5 
Stillaguamish  

Worship       
Camano        

Lutheran 10am 

6 
AA 10 am  
 
Lydia Circle  
5:30pm 
Krumkake 
5:30pm   
dinner     
provided 

7 
 
AA Noon 
 
 
OTD-5:00pm  

8 
Naomi Circle  
9:30am 
 
Al-Anon 10am 
 
 
 
 

9 
 

 
Serving at 
Gathering 
Place 5pm 
 
Peace Fiber 
Arts 6:30pm 

10 
 
AA Noon 
 

 

11 
 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
8am 
 
Bunko 5pm 

12 
Sunday School 

9 am 
Worship 10 am 

 
Bingo @ Viking 

Hall 4pm  

13 
 
AA 10 am 
 
 

14 
AA Noon 
 
 
4-H 6pm 
 

15 
Al-Anon10am 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
 
 

17 

AA Noon 
 
 

18 
 
 
 

19 
Sunday School 

9 am 
Worship 10 am 

 
Corn Maze @ 
Andrew’s Hay 

(after 10am    
worship) 

20 
 
Lefse Making 
9:30am 
 
AA 10 am 
 
 
 

21 
Lefse 9:30am 
 
AA Noon 
 
District AA 
6:30pm 
 
 

 

22 
Lefse 9:30am 
 
Al-Anon10am  
 
Witness  
Deadline 

23 
 
 
 
Peace Fiber 
Arts 6:30pm 

24 
 
AA Noon 
 
 
 

25 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
8am 
 
Harvest  
Party 
5:30pm 

26 
Reformation 
Sunday Wear 

Red! 
Sunday School 

9 am 
Worship 10 am 

27 
AA 10 am 
 
Book Club 
6 pm 

28 
 
AA Noon 
 
 
Council 6pm 
 

29 
 

 Al-
Anon10am 
 
Table Set up 
7pm  

30 
Rommegrot 
9:30am 
Kitchen Prep 
10am 

31  
Bakery Drop 
off 9:30am 
Kitchen Prep 
10am 
AA Noon 
 

 

October 2025 
Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

“Called by Christ to offer help, hope,  
and healing.” 



11 

Witness of Peace                                                                                                                                                                                       October 2025 

 Peace Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 100 

Silvana, WA   98287 

Contact us: 
360-652-8739 
office@plsilvana.org 
pastor@plsilvana.org 

 
Look Inside for information about church and community events and 
post the calendar on your wall so you don’t miss a thing! 


