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The Church lost a great teacher, author, biblical scholar, pastor, and man of faith this past 
June. For decades we have drawn upon the wisdom of Walter Brueggemann in            
understanding the gifts of the Hebrew Scriptures and their “ongoing relevance in           
illuminating and guiding Christian faith in light of contemporary culture”. He immersed 
himself so fully within the struggle to hear and follow the Word of God in both the ancient 
culture of Israel and our own contemporary culture, that he became a strong and sturdy 
bridge that connected us across the centuries.  

He particularly brought to life what he called the “prophetic imagination”. He reminded 
the Church over and over that the role of the prophet- both ancient and contemporary- is 
to help us to re-imagine the world. The birthplace of hope lies in the ability to imagine 
something different than the pain and suffering and despair of the current moment. The 
prophet cries to us to “wake up!”, because things don’t have to be like this. The prophet 
speaks God’s dream of new creation into our midst in order that it might become our 
dream as well. 

Often re-imagining the world requires remembering who we are and whose we are and 
how we are called to be. Jesus put it to us this way: follow me in imagining a world in 
which God reigns. 

Dear Church: I think God is urgently calling to us these days to awaken our prophetic    
imagination. 

How might we imagine a world of generosity when we are surrounded by greed? 

How might we imagine a world of equity when the powerful 1% control most of the       
resources? 

How might we imagine a world that celebrates diversity instead of generating fear of 
those who are different? 

How might we imagine a world in which humanity lives in respectful harmony with       
creation? 

How might we imagine a world in which we truly strive together to achieve liberty and 
justice for all? 

It is well past time for us professed disciples of Jesus to begin anew in re-imagining a  
better kind of world. 

Pastor Annette 
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 I think I was just saying I can’t wait for summer to arrive and now I’m thinking where 
has summer gone.  Weve had some hot sunny days and even some intense rain, the fields 
dried up. If you have been watering your garden, I hope your harvest has been plentiful! 
Sweet corn came early, and it’s been very tasty, I’ve even been enjoying green beans and   
zucchini. If you have extras in your garden maybe, you can share with the community or the 
food bank. The summer has indeed created many memories for all of us, take these memories 
and build on them to make more. 

Sunday School is just around the corner, and I’m excited to get back together again and share 
Gods amazing love for each of us and the planet. The first day will be September 14th, we 
gather with prayers and praises and then break up with the younger youth staying downstairs 
while the older youth go upstairs. We have some exciting plans for this fall and if you would 
like to join us by either teaching or being a craft leader, we would really like to have you join 
in with the care and nurturing of our young people. 

If you were unable to come out to one of the gatherings at the farm this summer, we will be 
gathering one more time on September 6th at the Fuentes Farm. Simon will have the fire 
pit going and we plan to roast hot dogs and end the evening making smores. I have a fun game 
planned and there is always great conversation. If the weather is nice, we may even be able to 
take a nice walk to the river. 

Out to Dinner group will be heading to Bellingham on Tuesday the 2nd. The bus will be   
leaving Peace at 5:10pm and going up to try the new restaurant, Texas Roadhouse. I’ve never 
been to one, but I’ve heard good things about the place.  I’m excited to try a new place and 
something different on the menu. 

Out to Lunch bunch is heading to Anacortes to try Frida’s Gourmet Mexican Cuisine.  For 
those that missed the August outing, you missed out. We didn’t go to the Black Sheep as it 
turns out no minors are allowed, so we ended up walking down the street and went to a very 
nice café and had a delicious lunch. The bus will be leaving at 10:30 and I hope you’re on it. 

Food Bank item of the month- it’s back to school time and they are looking for after school 
snacks, think bars, Jello cups, fruit snacks, and just about anything a youth would want to eat. 

Go Green tip- Support your local ecosystem by leaving some fallen leaves in your yard for 
habitats and to enrich the soil, use biodegradable decorations like pumpkins and gourds, shop 
for seasonal produce at local farm stands. 

Mark, your calendar now for a fun time to celebrate fall! On October 25th we will gather in 

the fellowship hall for a delicious dinner from the gardens of our church. I’ve been asked what 

the theme is this year, so that people can start working on their costume, well here is the big 

reveal…. Dress like your favorite celebrity :) Ok this could get interesting, you have well over 

a month to start creating and deciding which celebrity you want to come as.  Good luck and 

may you all show your inner celebrity!  

 

Mary J Fuentes 

Youth, Family, and Community News 
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School Kit Assembly:  

We will be assembling our Lutheran World Relief school kits on     
Sunday, September 7th. We will meet at 9:00 am and assemble the 200 
kits and then share some muffins, coffee and juice.  

Come join us in this work of supporting the education of children 
around the globe!  

 

                                                  Missing Tables 

Did you borrow any of the white tables from the storage room, 

and after their use, they got stuck in a corner and ‘forgotten’ 

about.  If so, please return them! It seems like PLCW is having 

to replace the shorter tables more often that what would be for 

normal wear and tear. They just seem to disappear. We are 

coming up on a busy time of year when we use them the most, 

so—please look around and if you have them, please bring 

them back—no    questions asked!  

Thank you, friends, for the prayers, lovely cards, phone calls, 
meals/Starbucks and visits, following my recent hip replacement 
surgery.  I had lot of good books to get through, but all of the above 
gave me some nice breaks.  You are all loved and appreciated! 

Peace, 

Debra Compton     #lovingourneighbor 
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Save The Dates: Fall Stillaguamish  

Conference Events!  
Stillaguamish Quilting Conference at Camano Lutheran Church on 
September 20th. There will be an informal start time but between 9:00 
and 10:00am. Potluck lunch, and bring your groups quilt projects to 
work on! 

 

 

Sunday, October 5th at      
Camano Lutheran 

Our Stillaguamish              
Conference is busy  planning 
their worship gathering for this 
fall.  The date is Sunday,      
October 5 at Camano Lutheran 
at 10a.m.  Mark your            
calendars!  We are excited and 
grateful that we will be       
welcoming several members of 
the Stillaguamish tribe, as we 
gather to honor and celebrate  
God’s gift of creation and the land that we share together. 

Organizers of this year’s worship would like to incorporate a program for grade-school      
attendees.  If you’re interested in assisting in some way, please let  Jolene Rod or Karen           
Dicken know, and we can help facilitate getting a group together.  

 

November 15 - Saturday at 10a.m.  

The Stillaguamish Conference is gathering folks who "do the work of the church."  Altar 
Guild, lawn-mowing, building upkeep, Church Finances, Cemetery Sextons, Funeral         
reception planners, if it's being done, whether by committee or not... we are putting together 
an opportunity for you all to meet your counterparts at our Stillaguamish Conference   
churches.  Could be a one-time gathering - could be you just exchange contact information, 
could be you just sit and tell hilarious stories OR you may just come away with a resource or 
two or ideas of other ways to get it done.  Mark your calendar, and watch for more info. 
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September Book of the month is  
"The Wartime Chocolate Maker" by Gosia Nealon  

 

“Poland, 1943. I inhale the rich caramel scent as I carefully tuck a 
folded slip of paper under the delicate chocolates. My heart races 
as the door opens, and I lock eyes with my childhood sweetheart. 
If he found one of the secret messages hidden in every box of my 
creations, my life and my family would be in terrible danger…” 
 

Come join us!  It's sure to be great discussion! 

Location: Katie’s Room Last Tuesday, September 30, 6p.m.   

Contact: Karen Dicken quilter@wavecable.com 

 

Sunday School is just around the 

corner, and we’re excited to get 

back together again and share Gods 

amazing love for each of us and the 

planet.  

The first day will be September 

14th, we gather with prayers and 

praises and then break up with the 

younger youth staying downstairs while the older youth go upstairs.  

We have some exciting plans for this fall and if you would like to join us by     

either teaching or being a craft leader, we would really like to have you join in 

with the care and nurturing of our young people. 

Adult Sunday School- Sept 14, 21, 28:  

Exploring the Spirit 
In the name of the Father, the Son and … the Holy Spirit? Have you ever     

wondered what the Church truly believes about the “third person of the Blessed 

Trinity”?  How do we experience the Spirit? What role does the Spirit play in 

our faith? Join Pastor Annette for three weeks of exploring some of these    

questions together. 
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For the Life of the World was the theme of the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, 
held July 28-August 2 in Phoenix, AZ. This theme is rooted in the Nicene 
Creed (this year celebrating its 1,700th anniversary) and in Pastor Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s reminder that, “The church is the church only when it exists for 
others.” The theme felt especially timely in today’s environment where hateful 
words and actions continue to demean neighbors, sow division, and target the 
most vulnerable. While it was not done perfectly, and while there is always 
more work to do, I left Phoenix trusting that we have a shared commitment to 

walk in the way of Jesus: speaking truth in love, protecting the dignity of every person, and    
bearing public witness to God whose way is marked by justice, mercy, and peace for all people. 
In short: to live and move and act for the life of the world. 

Here are a few highlights of what occurred during the 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. Please 
click on the links or go to www.elca.org if you would like more information. (Note: several links 
below are preliminary copies and have not been not copyedited or finalized. We will share them 
as they become available.) 

Actions 

- We elected Bishop Yehiel Curry as the new Presiding Bishop.  

- We elected Pastor CeCee Mills as the new ELCA Secretary.  

- We adopted our newest Social Statement: Faith and Civic Life.  

- We approved updates to the Human Sexuality Social Statement.  

- We heard the Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church’s final report along with the ELCA 
Church Council’s response to the report  

- We adopted the Churchwide Memorial Toward Ending the Occupation of Palestine. (This     
memorial came about in part due to the Memorial we passed during the Northwest Washington 
Synod Assembly  

- We adopted a Memorial on Indian Boarding School Remembrance  

- We received the Common Statement on the Filioque  

- We made Constitution revisions that I encourage you all to read as they become available. I am 
especially grateful for the new revisions concerning on-leave-from-call for Rostered Ministers. 

- We thanked Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and Secretary Sue Rothmeyer for their ministry 
and service. 

Worship, Education, and Social Opportunities 

- We worshiped every day in a variety of ways, we prayed before every significant vote, and we 
had a chaplain available. It is always a highlight to join in singing with over 1000 Lutherans! 

- We participated in a Powwow that was moving and educational. Bishop Eaton received a     
blanket representing thanksgiving for her advocacy with the indigenous peoples of this country. 

- AMMPARO held a Candlelight Prayer Vigil to pray and advocate for refugees and immigrants. 
It was heartening to see elected officials and interfaith leaders present at this as well as ELCA 
voting members. 

- Our synod joined voting members and guests from the Southwestern Texas Synod (our domestic 
companion synod) for a wonderful dinner and conversation. 

- Rev. Dr. Chad Rimmer, Rector and Dean of Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary of        
Lenoir-Rhyne University, led a beautiful reflection on the Nicene Creed for today. 

I am thankful for the nine voting members from the NWWA Synod who attended and gave of 

https://ogtrkqcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFMA9DFqBtZcdMgwYh_CVon_M-G-50ZIMw6K1m3aRV5Zvb-4r_oKI8IH31eUVPGEXTtTM1XkboAN3IUmqKn1CzJgjPgoa97E7Dzca7Y1zgudpHAnCQ7oUf-w9QAVHoWRNioXCu04wAd97kdJo7POgw==&c=6CUhYaZ6TgLGcSjlAE05IsFcC1GWDFypRkfgtFC5SghBm9841-r0Dg==&ch=j_4
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WE HAVE A NEW PRESIDING BISHOP! 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry was elected July 30 to serve a six-year term 

as presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA). The election took place during the 2025 ELCA Church-

wide Assembly being held July 28–Aug. 2 at the Phoenix (Ariz.)       

Convention Center. Curry was elected on the fifth ballot. There were 

799 votes cast, with 400 votes needed for an election. Curry re-

ceived 562 votes, and the Rev. Kevin Strickland, bishop of the ELCA Southeastern Synod, 

received 237 votes. Curry is the first Black presiding bishop of the ELCA.  

Speaking to the assembly after his election, Curry reflected on his membership at Shekinah 

Chapel in Riverdale, Ill., where he eventually became a lay mission developer while he    

participated in the Theological Education for Emerging Ministries program, which prepares 

individuals for ordained ministry in the ELCA, with a focus on emerging ministry contexts 

like ethnic-specific, multicultural, rural and inner-city settings. He spoke to the assembly 

about his initial hesitation in accepting that first ministry role. “Perhaps I’m out there in one 

of you,” Curry said. “I never saw myself as good enough, so for two years, I said no. I final-

ly said yes. When I said yes, your support, this church’s support, of that ministry meant        

everything. So if you want to know what your benevolence dollars look like, it looks like 

me, and I want to say thank you. Thank you for your investment.” Curry has served as bish-

op of the ELCA Metropolitan Chicago Synod since 2019. He previously served as mission 

developer (2009-2012) and pastor (2012-2019) of Shekinah. He received a Bachelor of Arts 

from Lewis University in Romeoville, Ill., in 1995 and a Master of Divinity from the Luther-

an School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC) in 2013. LSTC is one of seven ELCA seminaries. 

their time and attention at the Churchwide Assembly. Additionally, many others from our synod 
went as observers, resource people, advisors, volunteers, and more. 

In my reflection of this assembly, I continue to hear Martin Luther’s words (as quoted by Rev. Dr 
Chad Rimmer in his keynote). As Dr. Rimmer stated: 

Luther knew justification as a process of becoming. … Luther writes, “This life, therefore, is not 
righteousness but growth in righteousness, not health but healing, not being but becoming…we are 
not yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it; the process is not yet finished, but it is going 
on; this is not the end, but it is the road; all does not yet gleam with glory, but all is being              
purified.” Defense and Explanation of All the Articles 

May it be so. For the Life of the World. 

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  
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NEIGHBOR MEETING NEIGHBORS 

 

 

 

 

 

Silvana Community Potluck! 
Saturday, September 27th  5:00 pm 

hosted at Peace Lutheran 

Our first gathering this past spring was so successful that everyone wanted to gather again. So 

here is our next event! Spread the invite to local Silvana area folk and plan to join us yourself. 

LiVe Year’s Theme: Practicing Faith in Woven Ways  

Retreat 1: Acts and Imagination: Spirit-Led Leadership toward Multicultural              
Community on Sat, Sept 20, location TDB  
Fall Course: Practicing Faith Beyond Certainty - Online Wednesdays, Sept. 24- Nov. 12, 
7-8:30pm 
Retreat 2: Practicing Faith in Woven Ways on Sat, Nov 1, 9am-3pm, Location TBD  
Retreat 3: Practicing Faith in the Wilderness: Mystics and Mysticism on Sat, Feb 7, 9am-
3pm, location TBD  

Lenten Course: Practicing Faith in the Wilderness: Mystics and Mysticism - 

Online Thursdays, Feb. 19-March 25, 7-8:30pm 

https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/live-retreat--304
https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/live-retreat--304
https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/practicing-faith-beyond-certainty--305/2025-09-24
https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/practicing-faith-in-woven-ways--306/2025-11-01
https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/live-retreat--307/2026-02-07
https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/live-retreat--307/2026-02-07
https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/live-lenten-online-course/2026-02-19
https://www.lutheransnw.org/events/live-lenten-online-course/2026-02-19
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Food Bank Item of the 
Month: 

It’s back to school time and they 

are looking for after school 

snacks: bars, Jello cups, fruit 

snacks, and just about anything a 

youth would want to eat.  

The Caring Place is our 

mission of the month for 

September.  

Read below for more information about their ministry: 

“We offer new & very gently used clothing and other essential items, to people 
in need, free. We are open to the public on Tues. & Thurs. 1-4:30 pm. We are 

open to receive donations on Mon & Wed 1-5 pm.” 

They are located at 9928 272nd PL NW, Stanwood, WA 

The Gathering Place 

We are serving at the Gathering Place this month on September 18th. Serving starts at 5:00 

PM. Let Mary Fuentes know if you will be attending to help serve.  

Lefsa for Bazaar  

If you would like to join us in making Lefsa for the 

bazaar on the 22nd 23rd and 24th. We will be cooking 

potatoes on Monday and preparing the dessert on 

Tuesday and Wednesday. At 9:30am all three days.  
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Out To Lunch Bunch  
 

Out to Lunch bunch is heading to  
Anacortes to try Frida’s Gourmet 
Mexican Cuisine on September 
17th. The bus will be leaving at 

10:30 am.  

Women’s Group Gatherings 

Lydia Circle Bible Study: September 1st @ 5:30 pm  

Peace Lutheran Church Women:  September 3rd 11:30 am  

Naomi Circle Bible Study: September 10th @ 9:30 am 

Lutheran World Relief Quilting: September 27th @ 10:00 am 

Out To Dinner Group 
 

We will be heading to Bellingham 
on Tuesday the 2nd. The bus will be  
leaving Peace at 5:10 pm and going 
up to try the new restaurant, Texas  

Roadhouse.  

♪♪ Happy Birthday  
To You ♪♪ 

 

Patti Jones                     09/03 

Wynn Holdal                 09/06 

Carol Wall                     09/14 

Kim Moyer                    09/17 

Michele Johnson           09/19 

Sean Sweeney               09/23 

Khloe Markham            09/25 

Wayne Erickson            09/28 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 
 

1 
 
 
Lydia Circle  
5:30pm 

2 
 
AA Noon 
 
 
OTD-5:10pm  

3 
Al-Anon 10am 
 
PLCW 
11:30am 

4 
 
 

5 
AA Noon 
 
 

6 
 
 
Gathering at 
Fuentes 
Farm 
5:30pm 

7 

School Supply 
Kit packing 9am 

 
Worship 10 am 

8 
 
AA 10 am  
 
 

9 
 
AA Noon 
 
 

10 
Naomi Circle  
9:30am 
 
Al-Anon 10am 
 
 
 

11 
 

 
 
 
 
Peace Fiber 
Arts 6:30pm 

12 
 
AA Noon 
 

 

13 
 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
8am 

14 
Sunday School 

9 am 
Worship 10 am 

15 
 
AA 10 am 
 
 

16 
AA Noon 
 
 

4-H 6pm 
 

17 
Al-Anon10am 
 
 
 
 

 

18 
 
 
 
Serving at 
Gathering 
Place 

19 

AA Noon 
 
 

20 
 
 
Quilting at 
Camano 
Lutheran  
9-10am 

21 
Sunday School 

9 am 
Worship 10 am 

22 
 
AA 10 am 
 
 
 

23 
 
AA Noon 
 
 
District AA 
6:30pm 
 
 

24 
Al-Anon10am  
 
Quilting 10am 
 
 
Witness  
Deadline 

25 
 
 
 
Peace Fiber 
Arts 6:30pm 

26 
 
AA Noon 
 
 
 

27 
Men’s 
Breakfast 
8am 

28 
Sunday School 

9 am 
Worship 10 am 
 

29 
AA 10 am 
 
Book Club 
6 pm 

30 
 
AA Noon 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

       

September 2025 
Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 

“Called by Christ to offer help, hope,  
and healing.” 
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 Peace Lutheran Church 

P.O. Box 100 

Silvana, WA   98287 

Contact us: 
360-652-8739 
office@plsilvana.org 
pastor@plsilvana.org 

 
Look Inside for information about church and community events and 
post the calendar on your wall so you don’t miss a thing! 


