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Gratitude is like a flashlight. If you go out in your yard at night and
turn on a flashlight, you can suddenly see what’s there. It was always there,
but you couldn’t see it in the dark. - Dawna Markova

Each year when November comes around and we draw close to Thanksgiving, I always
welcome the reminder of how important it is to pause and give thanks. Maybe especially
this year, when the daily media feed feels pretty dark and gloomy. I appreciate the
reminder in the above quote about turning on the “flashlight of gratitude”, so that we
don’t miss all the moments of beauty and generosity and solidarity and courage. Each one
is a balm for the soul in dark times.

The German medieval mystic Meister Eckhart wrote, “If the only prayer you say in your
whole life is ‘thank you’, that would be enough”. Perhaps he saw how gratitude turns our
eyes and our hearts toward the Creator, the Giver of All Gifts, and reminds us that there
are blessings to be found everywhere. Saying thank you opens up a place inside us which
allows us to truly SEE the gift of the Other and generates energy which heals divisions
and draws us a bit closer. It creates spaciousness where we are shut up tight- kind of like a
closed fist gently opening into a handshake.

Perhaps you might like to join me in making November a month of Thanksgiving- where
each day we make a point to turn on the flashlight and let gratitude show us something
that is gift. Write it down each day, and then we will be ever more ready to welcome the
light of Christ as we enter into Advent on the last day of the month.

Let your gratitude light shine!
Pastor Annette
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When you woke up this morning and stepped outside did you feel the chill in the air? Fall is here and
the mornings are crisp and the air smells fresh, I’ve seen the fish running in the river and I’ve even
had a fire in my woodstove. During this time of year, I’m reminded of how much work many people
have put in throughout the year to get ready for winter. For some folks you’ve been putting your
gardens to bed for the winter, for some you spent many days chopping firwood for the long winter,
for others you’ve been planting bulbs, and for some others you put up many bales of hay for your
livestock to feed them during these next months. We are all called to be stewards of the land and
animals and we each do our part to make sure the animals and land will be taken care of throughout
the year, if you have bird feeders remember to keep them filled as it becomes harder for the birds to
find food with the diminishing habitat in the area. Take the time to be Gods hands and care for what
is around you.

We are still looking for Mission of the month ideas for 2026. If you have ideas, please drop it in my
box or talk with me. Please have as much information about the organization as possible, so that we
are able to contact them.

November 5" is PLCW and the board will be providing lunch, we will have a overview of the bazaar
and a business meeting to present the budget. This month we will have a thank-offering service, we
encourage you all to bring your thank offering in (your little boxes). We invite all women of the
church to join us and take part in a circle gathering. This month Lydia will gather on Monday the 3™
at 5:30pm and Naomi will gather on Wednesday the 12" at 9:30 am both in the fireside room.

If you would like to try something different for dinner or lunch, the Out to Dinner group will be
heading to Everett to try Dumpling World. We changed the night due to the hours and days being
open, we will be leaving Peace at 5:10 on Wednesday the 12". The Out to Lunch bunch will be
heading even further south to IKEA on Wednesday the 19", the bus will be leaving Peace at 9:45am
and there will be plenty of room for all your purchases.

If you would like to help serve at the Gathering Place in Stanwood we will be serving dinner on
Thursday, the 20"™. We begin preparing the meal at 3pm and have it ready to serve at 5pm. We serve
for one hour and then finish cleaning up and we usually have everything cleaned up and headed for
home by 6:20. This is a great opportunity to visit with the community.

Family night is Saturday the 22" at 5pm in the fellowship hall. This month we will have various
trivia games to play- we will see who is up on pop culture, community news, sports, and more. Please
bring a snack/appetizer to share with everyone.

Thanksgiving Eve dinner gathering in the fellowship hall will begin at 5pm. Last year we had so
much fun sharing a meal with friends, family and community members that we wanted to gather
again. [ will be baking the turkeys and making gravy everyone else is invited to bring their favorite
side dish or dessert. If you would like to help with set up or clean up please reach out and we will
talk.

Go Green Tip-inflate your car tires- before the cold days arrive, think about checking the air pressure
in your car tires to make sure that they are properly inflated. Cooler temperatures lower tire pressure,
which, in turn, lower fuel efficiency.

Food Bank Item of the month: mandarin oranges! Help us fill their Thanksgiving baskets, we will
need this by Sunday, November 20th.

Save the date for the Kids Christmas Party Dec 6th.
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G A (( : E Welcome to our new little experiment — a place in
A Y2l Yl our monthly newsletter for you to share with your

siblings here at Peace about a moment of grace/
S p A ‘ E gratitude/joy/ blessing that you experienced
recently. We have plenty of bad news to share, let’s

share some Good News!

How and when have you experienced God showing up, breaking in, bringing
grace? Write up a little reflection and send it to the office to be included in our
monthly newsletter. Below is our first reflection, offered by Jolene Rod:

“I sit in worship and hear a message that feeds my
understanding of God's love....and THEN I see it
demonstrated when our little ones quietly go up and gives
sweet hugs to the Gramas and Grampas scattered
throughout the pews. Pure love that warms my heart.”

“This House of Sky” by Ivan Doig

This House of Sky: Landscapes of a Western Mind is a 1978 nonfiction book by Ivan Doig. A
memoir of the author's early life in Montana, it was a finalist for the National Book Award. It
was Doig's first book, written in Seattle and followed by several fiction and nonfiction books.

Ivan Doig grew up in the rugged wilderness of western Montana
among the sheepherders and denizens of small-town saloons and
valley ranches. What he deciphers from his past with piercing clarity
1s not only a raw sense of land and how it shapes us but also of the
ties to our mothers and fathers, to those who love us, and our
inextricable connection to those who shaped our values in our search
. for intimacy, independence, love, and family. A powerfully told
story, This House of Sky is at once especially American and
universal in its ability to awaken a longing for an explicable past.

VAN Do

TECLS

Landscapes of a Western Mind

Location: Katie’s Room November the 17" Monday
changing the time to 6:30

Contact: Karen Dicken quilter@wavecable.com
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Dear Beloveds,

Across our country, people are struggling — financially, emotionally,
~ spiritually. Division, violence, and uncertainty are paramount. We are living in
a time when the weight of the world feels heavier than most of us can bear.
Families are being torn apart, communities are threatened, and political leaders
are trading compassion for power. Every day seems more chaotic and
unmoored than the day before. For many, fear has become a daily companion.
We might cry, along with the psalmist in Psalm 13, “How long, O Lord? Will
you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long
must I bear pain in my soul and have sorrow in my heart all day long? How long shall my enemy be
exalted over me?”

[Pause here. For we must acknowledge the pain that is happening within us and around us. Pause.
This might be a long, long pause.] ... Now let us take a deep breath. Now let us move forward.

After we have named the deep wounds within us and across this nation; after we have confessed our
grief, our weariness, and our complicity in the broken systems that bind us; after we have allowed
the truth to settle in, let us remember that this is not the end of the story. As people of faith, we
don’t stop at despair and fear. We don’t close our eyes or turn inward or try to protect ourselves
from more pain. No. Instead we open our eyes, turn outward, and we rise to follow Jesus once more
— into the very places and spaces where pain still lingers and where love is most needed.

How do we do this? As people saved by grace through Jesus, how do look outward and love our
neighbor? Here are some ideas from a letter (https://www.lutheransnw.org/news/letter-from-elca-
bishops) signed by many of the bishops that was published in October 2025. These ideas include:

Pray for those who are vulnerable and for all who work for justice.

Advocate in your communities, legislatures, and Congress for laws that protect migrants,
advance racial justice, and safeguard LGBTQIA+ people.

Engage in the holy work of hospitality, creating spaces of safety, affirmation, and belonging
for all of God’s children.

Model respectful dialogue in a polarized world, seeking understanding rooted in love.

Hold fast to hope, trusting that the Spirit is still at work renewing creation and reconciling the
world to God.

As a guide to this holy work, I have always loved the story of Martin Luther who, when the plague
was raging in Wittenberg, chose to stay in order to care for the sick and comfort the dying. We
might sometimes think of Luther as curmudgeonly and argumentative. We might also think he was
more concerned with being saved by grace through faith than loving his neighbor. But Luther’s
courage and pastoral care during the plague shows his heart and his response to God’s amazing
grace. For during the plague, as people were dying around him, he stayed and cared and ministered.
In 1527 he wrote, “We are bound to each other in such a way that no one may forsake the other in
his distress but is obliged to assist and help him as he himself would like to be helped.” (“Whether
One May Flee from a Deadly Plague”)

Above all things, let us not grow weary. Let us continue to hear the summons of Jesus. Let us
continue to answer the call to love our neighbor — especially the most vulnerable. And, may we be
the ones who, in a weary world, hope as the psalmist hopes at the end of Psalm 13: “But I trusted in
your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord because God
has dealt bountifully with me.”

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org
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Sunday, November 16"

Please join us for a time to gather as a congregation to:

- Discuss and approve our 2026 budget

- Elect new council members

- Receive updates from the Council and Pastor

- Share concerns and hopes for the coming year

CHURCH @ COUNCIL

Please note that we are seeking to fill several positions on the church council. We are in need of two offic-
ers: vice-president and secretary, and likely two at-large positions. Church Council meets once a month,
currently the third Tuesday from 6:00- 7:30/8:00 pm. We can adjust a later start time if needed for
someone’s work schedule. New members are welcome as are long-term members. Please consider helping
to provide leadership and direction for your church community. You may talk with our Council President,
Debra Compton or Pastor Annette.

Bingo
Sunday, November 3"
Doors open at 4

Games start at 5

59 89 3 9 )
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Help support stoves for Guatemalan families
Soup and Sandwiches for dinner along with cookies and drinks
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OF THE MONTH Fomily

Madison Family Shelter—Pallet Homes is our mission of the month
for November.

Madison Family Shelter is our newest innovative collaboration to offer families even more
emergency shelter units. This tiny-home community in Everett includes eight units for
families with children.

Families can access basic needs
services, case management,

and the Children’s Program at
this location.

This program launched in
October 2023, and is operated in
partnership with the City of
Everett (other founding partners
include Faith Lutheran Church,
Snohomish County, and Pallet
Shelter).

Food Bank Item of the Month: Mandarin Oranges

We are filling our cart this month
for families visiting the food
bank for their Thanksgiving
dinner meal. The food bank has
asked us to donate Mandarin
Oranges as our item! We have a
deadline of November 20th for
all donations!

The Gathering Place

We are serving at the Gathering Place this month on November 20th. Serving starts at
5:00 PM. Let Mary Fuentes know if you will be attending to help serve!
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24 On Saturday, November 15, we are gathering all
%" « ministry leaders in our Stillaguamish
245~ Conference, past and present to share ideas, gain
S - in.sp.irat.ion., and find resources! Ther.e may be
Strgl;‘ger ministries in one church that are not in
Together (38 angther. There may be people who have been

. die | doing their work for many years and a brand

new person with lots of questions!

‘We hope vou will come join us here at Peace
= Lutheran, Silvana on Saturday,

- November 15 at 10am and just see what
happens. Some examples, but not limited to are: Altar Guild, Finance, Property
Care, Sunday School leaders, Book Club, Outreach, Women’s/Men’s Bible
Study, Church Admins, Cemetery Sextons, and more. Some churches no longer
have “committees”, but the work still gets done. Wouldn’t it be great to find out
how other churches are accomplishing this? So please come!

Everyone is welcome whether currently in a ministry or not!

Early Country Christmas Bazaar: A HUGE thank you to everyone that helped in anyway —
big or small — for the bazaar! Peace Lutheran
Church Women thank you! Thank you for the gift
card donations, lefse, rommegrot, vafler, krumkake
and flatbread makers — THANKS! Arena leaders —
thank you! Kitchen preppers and workers — thanks!
Used treasures donors, and those that set up all of
the treasures and worked on Saturday — a huge
thanks! Crafters and gardeners that donated and the
women that set up and worked the area — thank
you! Everyone who baked and donated pies and
bakery goodies and worked the room — thanks! A
grateful thank you to Betty Jacobs — the creator of
the bazaar quilt this year and the best ticket seller
ever — THANK YOU! A tentative total raised is al-
ways announced the next day in church but watch
for the amount report in February to see the final
amount raised for our 2026 budget. As chairman I want everyone to know how grateful |
am to everyone willing to help in any way in this annual event. - Stephanie Bean
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JJ Happy Birthday To You JJ

Bill Rod 11/01
James Lux 11/01
Shirley Cupic 11/09
David Sather 11/12
Sunny Moyer 11/14
Ruth Schei 11/14

Emmie Livingston 11/17
Connie DiGregorio  11/21

¢e¢eeeceeceececececececececeececececececececeeee
t4¢¢eececeeceececececececececeecececececececee

Gwen Dalseg 11/22
Kai Janssen 11/24
Ralph Dalseg 11/24
Joan Johnson 11/25
Mike Brady 11/25
Ron Cabe 11/29
Jim Hasselbom 11/30
\AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAD

Out To Dinner Group Out To Lunch Bunch
The Out to Lunch bunch will be
Out to Dinner group will be heading even further south to IKEA

heading to Everett to try Dumpling | | o0 Wednesday the 19™, the bus will

World. We will be leaving Peace at be leaving Peace at 9:45am and

5:10pm on Wednesday the 12 there will be plenty of room for all
your purchases.

Peace Lutheran Church Women: November 5th 11:30 am
Lydia Circle Bible Study: November 3rd @ 5:30 pm
Naomi Circle Bible Study: November 12th @ 9:30 am
Lutheran World Relief Quilting: November 19th @ 10 am
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November 2025

November 2025

Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement:

“Called by Christ to offer help, hope,

and healing.”

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1
Church
Bazaar
10-2pm
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
All Saints AA 10 am Men’s
Sunday AA Noon Al-Anon 10am | Evergreen Re- | AA Noon Breakfast
Sunday School | Lydia Circle covery 11- 8am
9 am 5:30pm PLCW 12:30pm
Worship 10 am 11:30am
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Sunday School AA Noon Naomi Circle Fergus Prestbye | Stillaguamish
9 am AA 10 am 9:30am Funeral @ Kent | Conference
Worship 10 am Veterans Day Lutheran I1am | Event 10am
Office Closed | Al-Anonl0am
Peace Fiber AA Noon
4-H 6pm OTD-5:10pm | Arts 6:30pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Sunday School | Witness AA Noon OTL-9:45am | Deadline for Men’s
9 am Deadline food bank item | A A Noon Breakfast
Worship 10 am | AA 10 am Al-Anonl10am | donations! 8am
Congregational Council 6pm
Meeting Book Club | District AA | LWRQ 10am | Gathering
6:30 pm 6:30pm Place Spm
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Sunday School | AA 10 am Al-Anonl0am | Thanksgiving
9 am AA Noon AA Noon
Worship 10 am | Vroman Community | Office Closed | Office Closed
Guest Pastor | service Thanksgiving
Paul Hoffman | 1:00pm dinner 5PM é
29 Pastor
Sunday School Annette
9 am gone 11/20-

Worship 10 am

11/23
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Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Contact us:
360-652-8739
office@plsilvana.org
pastor@plsilvana.org

Look Inside for information about church and community events and
post the calendar on your wall so you don’t miss a thing!

10



