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La Sagrada Familia, Kelly Latimore

This year, on the Sunday after Christmas, we mark the feast of the Holy Innocents. It is the part
of the Christmas story that tends to be passed over. Matthew’s version of Jesus’ birth i1s a bit
darker than Luke’s “shepherds and angels” saga. It highlights the underlying tensions surround-
ing power and authority that are present in this story of a longed-for Messiah who would bring
deliverance from long-standing oppression, disrupt the status quo, and offer a very different kind
of leadership as a “prince of peace”.

The story in Matthew describes how the rumors brought by the Magi of a “newborn king”
presented a significant political threat for the existing King Herod. He was unsettled enough to
take action to ensure that no one was going to challenge his established regime. He gives the
horrific order to have all the male children born in Bethlehem within the previous two years put
to death- a cruel sweep that was sure to take care of any potential problems. Joseph is warned
through an angelic dream that he must take Mary and the infant Jesus and flee the country. The
Holy Family become refugees in nearby Egypt.

In this era of ongoing threats against refugees and immigrants in our own country, it should give
us pause to remember that Jesus was a refugee, whose very life was threatened by someone
in power who took ruthless action. So many of those who flee to the U.S. from their own coun-
tries are desperate and afraid for their very lives and the lives of their children- just like Jospeh
and Mary. They are victims caught in political power struggles not of their own making.

As we seek to make fair and just policies regarding immigration and asylum for political and
economic refugees, let us remember to keep a heart of compassion for desperate families who
are only seeking to escape harm and to find a safe place to live. May God’s angels continue to
guide us with their wisdom and counsel and watch over all those  children of God whose well-
being and safety are threatened. May we as disciples of Jesus be bearers of light and courage and
compassion. May the Peace of Christ be with us all, Pastor Annette
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Youlh, Foaumily, aund Community News

Finally, the season of Advent has arrived, and I am absolutely excited for this epic time of
year! Advent is when we get to come together to usher in the light of Jesus. Once again, we
will gather on Wednesday nights with a themed potluck dinner, message, and a craft and close
out the evening with Holden evening prayer. The first week everyone is invited to bring in a
nativity scene to display for all to see. The dinner theme is classic Americana, something you
think of when you hear grandma’s cooking. The second week (10™) is Trail Food, now you
can decide whether it is pioneers on the trail out west or is it people on the trail of a long
camping trip. I hope everyone wears their favorite socks for a long walk. Week three (17™) is
Pie night and who can wear the ugliest Christmas sweater. Pies can be sweet or savory, bring a
family favorite and try someone else’s pie.

It's Christmas Party time for the youth, Saturday the 6™ all youth are invited to Peace for
dinner, games, craft, and a movie. Kids can be dropped off at 5:30pm and picked back up at
8pm. Please bring a gift for the food bank (canned pineapple slices).

Out to Dinner group has switched nights this month, we will be going on Thursday the 4™ to

the Blue Heron on Camano Island. Please sign up early, so we can get our reservation in a
timely manner.

The lunch bunch will be traveling to Anacortes on Thursday the 11" to enjoy Anthony’s. The
bus will be leaving Peace at 10:30, [ hope we can fill it up and maybe even have a few folks
meet us for lunch. Again, please sign up early so I can make a reservation.

PLCW will be gathering on Wednesday the 3™ at 11:30 for a potluck luncheon. We will have
devotions, go over the budget, and some business. If you forgot your thank offering boxes in
November, you can bring them to this gathering. We look forward to being all together.

Food Bank Item of the month- For December we are collecting canned pineapple slices; we
need them by the 11" for the bank’s Christmas baskets. You can bring canned pineapple or
drop off cash, and we have someone who will make the purchase for you.

Go Green Tip- Shop Locally and support small businesses. Buying local products reduces the
carbon footprint associated with shipping and transportation.

We will be serving dinner at the Gathering Place in Stanwood on the 18". If you would like to
help serve and make a delicious dinner come on out and join the fun.

For the last few years, we as a church have selected different organizations to be our mission
of the month. There is still time to make a suggestion for an organization that we can support.
If you have a recommendation, please drop it off in the office.

Please save the date for January 3" as we celebrate epiphany early. We will have cake and hot
chocolate along with a white elephant gift exchange. The party will begin at 5:30pm.

Marny 1) Fuedtes
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, ad The Lutheran World Relief Quilters felt God’s love with new friends
GP A C E that joined us and quilt tops that arrived from Donna Hefty all ready to

SPACE *

How and when have you experienced God showing up, breaking in, bringing grace?
Write up a little reflection and send it to the office to be included in our monthly newsletter.

Peace Lutheran Book club
Next meeting is Monday, December 15 at 6:30.
Our book is: Garden Spells by Sarah Addison Allen
In the charming town of Bascom, North Carolina, the Waverley family occupies a space

between magic and reality. Their peculiar gifts set them apart in a community steeped in
tradition and rumor. At the center of their legacy is an extraor- g

AUTHOR OF OTHER BIRDS

dinary apple tree in their garden. This enchanting tree is said to | s A RA H

ADDISON

bear fruit that reveals hidden truths about the future.

The Waverleys’ garden is not just a sanctuary; it’s a vital part
of their identity, filled with edible flowers and herbs that
possess unique properties. The women of the Waverley family
have inherited magical abilities that often make them outsiders [
in their own town. Claire, the protagonist, is a talented caterer.
She creates dishes infused with magical ingredients, from
pansies that inspire thoughtfulness to nasturtiums that can

keep secrets. Each dish comes with its own set of unexpected
effects, shining light on the intertwining of food and emotion.
Their elderly cousin, Evanelle, has her own quirky charm; she
gives odd gifts that prove invaluable in the future.
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Dear Beloveds,

Have you ever paused to consider how the Christmas story includes the very
~ sordid tale of an engaged young woman who, to all appearances, was
unfaithful to her fiancé? While we often sing about the hope and joy of this
child (we know who this child is after all!), those in the middle of it all,
heartache abounded. Joseph wondered who the father of this child truly was.
Mary’s parents feared for her reputation and her future. And Mary? Mary did
not walk through any of this untouched by pain. What a miserable, tangled
mess. Poor Joseph. Poor Mary. And what a precarious, almost unthinkable
situation for God to choose to be the way of coming into the world.

And perhaps this is why we love this story so deeply. Because God coming to the world as a baby,
God becoming flesh — incarnate — becoming human, was never meant to only be miraculous and
beautiful and amazing. It was never merely a night where angels sang and shepherds worshiped. It
was never simply about a couple who accepted and embraced this new thing without thought or
questions or fear.

No. In this story of incarnation we are given truth. The truth that life is sometimes difficult,
sometimes hard. The truth that in this world there is confusion and fear and brokenness and
messiness. Though no angel has come to interrupt our lives with such extraordinary news, every
one of us knows frustration and grief and those heavy, unspoken things that keep us awake at night.
And so, this story is not only something we know — its’s a story that knows us.

If you have a Bible handy (or a Bible app), | invite you to open it up to Matthew 1 and read the
genealogy listed there. At first glance, it reads like a list of heroes. But if we scratch the surface,
there is a more complicated truth of who these people were. Abraham nearly sacrificed his son.
Jacob cheated his brother out of his birthright. David arranged a man’s murder to prevent a scandal.
And then there’s all those women listed — Bathsheba, Rahab, Ruth — whose stories, or at least the
way they have been remembered, are filled with  struggle, tragedy, or suspicion.

But here’s the thing. We know that God was with every one of those men and women, as broken as
they were, as much fear or anxiety they might have had, as messy as their lives were, as
complicated as the world was. God worked through their lives in the midst of it all. We know that
Abraham’s son Isaac was not sacrificed, a ram was provided. Rahab saved God’s people. Ruth
became the ancestor of kings. And above all these stories, we have the Christmas story — truly the
whole Jesus story.

We know, through all these stories, that God comes and is incarnate in the lives of messy,
complicated people. We know that the Spirit is always moving through broken places to bring
wholeness and new life. Always, always God comes — even when all seems hopeless or chaotic.

So, perhaps now, in this time, when so much seems to be fraught and unknown, so much seems to
be uncertain or just plain bad, when we aren’t sure what is next or what choice is best, we hear the
Christmas story anew. And, in hearing it, may we trust that God is here, always, in our stories and
in our lives.

Today we live in expectation. Today, we hope and trust, even in our messiness, that God comes to
us, holds us, and loves us. Today we hold onto the promises that God is with us — incarnate in Jesus
— and together we have the promise of a world made new through Jesus Christ, bringing true peace
to this world. And, until then, we pray, come, Lord Jesus, come!

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org
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Many Beautiful Blessings

who raises and shows chickens and pigs. She
| enjoys cooking and serving others. As she
reads her bible I cant wait to hear her favorite
verses and stories. Her adventure began when
‘ she was baptized and her journey only

- -g\f? continues to get better with God.” - Mary
fe) "";g\.\‘ 9 *#H Fuentes

i )

‘s;: &) _,;‘ -y ".‘Y“,“L“\ &
1L ""-- == Pictured above: Makena Kombol receiving her very
'*i Vi ;ﬂ?u first bible from Mary Fuentes on 11/16.

CHRISTMAS BAZZAR A BIG SUCCESS!

I want to again thank everyone who was involved in the Early Country Christmas Bazaar
for 2025.

It took a lot of effort on many people's parts to make this day so successful!

From Lefese rolling in September to last minute set up on Friday, the sewing of a quilt,
crafty creations all year long and baking the week of bazaar-THANK YOU!

The bazaar had a net of $11,600. This amount allows PLCW to continue to support 8 local
non profits and contribute to projects and events at Peace.

It was especially rewarding for me this year to see the amount of people enjoying visiting,
shopping and sharing a meal. Despite the blustery day we had a record crowd at a steady
flow from 10a-2p. Congratulations to Pricilla Brady- she won the handmade Betty Jacob's
created quilt! We always love it when one of our members is the lucky winner!

The opening words of Fred Pratt Green's hymn sums up our efforts....

"For the fruit of all creation, Thanks be to God,

For the just reward of labor, God's will be done,

For the help we give our neighbors, God's will is done"

GOD'S WORK , OUR HANDS -Stephanie Bean
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—/ ~ Everett Gospel Mission: Through relational
(6% W poverty alleviation they provide safety, support

_ ' and training for individuals to transition from poverty

and homelessness into sustainable healthy lives.

EGM’s work is focused on Relief, Rehabilitation and
Development with and for their clients,
and collaboration with & training for community.
They partner with others for specialized services

L] while remaining focused on safety, stability, and
e[eNelCNNIESIeloW opportunities for transformation.

Mission of the Month’s 2026: For the calendar year of 2026 we are still looking for the

next mission of the month organizations! If you have connections to a group that you would
like to have featured during the year let us know!

Food Bank Item of the Month:
Sliced Canned Pineapple

For December we are collecting canned
pineapple slices; we need them by the 11" for

=

the bank’s Christmas baskets. I
You can bring canned pineapple or drop off ‘ LS
cash, and we have someone who will make the >

purchase for you. !

Peace Fiber Arts

Peace Fiber Arts is a great place to meet up and talk with others and share ideas. We welcome
all fiber enthusiasts. We love to share our enthusiasm

for knitting, crocheting, spinning, felting, and more.
Join us on the second and fourth Thursday of each
month at 6:30pm in Katies' room at the church.
Questions? Ask Kris or Simon.

Our schedule coming up:
December 11
December 25 - No meeting
January 8
January 22
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2026 MEMBERSHIP
President Debra Compton
Vice-President Alanna Stone
Treasurer Steve Rinnert
Secretary OPEN!!! Might you consider serving?

At-Large Members Bob Wall, Linda Legler, Al Camp, Wayne Erickson
PLCW Representative TBA
Youth Representative Phoebe Fuentes

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
Advent Wednesdays, December 3, 10 and 17
5:30 pm fellowship dinner and family time;

Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary. This ser-
vice will be live-streamed, if you care to join us from home.

Sunday, December 21°

10:00 am Sunday School Christmas Program
Wednesday, December 24™
5:00 pm Christmas Eve worship in Peace sanctuary

10:00 pm Christmas Eve worship in Little White Church

Sunday, December 28"
10:00 am First Sunday of Christmas

No Sunday School
January 4. 2026
10:00 am Second Sunday of Christmas

Sunday School resumes for adults and youth
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Phoebe’s Almond Cake Fundraiser!

Would you like some scrumptious Almond Cake for Christmas?

Phoebe is fundraising for her Rotary Service Trip to Guatemala in
2026!

Place orders by Wednesday, December 17

Pick-up/Drive-up at Peace Lutheran Church on

Sunday, December 21 Between 12pm & 2 pm
Suggested Donation: $20

Peace Fiber Arts

Peace Fiber Arts is a great place to meet up and talk with others
and share 1deas. We welcome all fiber enthusiasts. We love to
share our enthusiasm for knitting, crocheting, spinning, felting,
and more. Join us on the second and fourth Thursday of each
month at 6:30pm in Katies' room at the church. Questions? Ask
Kris or Simon.

Our schedule coming up:
December 11
December 25 - No meeting
January 8
January 22
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Upcoming Deadlines:

va 28y Josephine Gifts to the Church oftice by
i Wed 12/10

N E R
> ’a)’

Adult Christmas Dinner December 13th:

Purchase tickets no later than Sunday
December 7th!

Guatemala Mission Team Fundraiser

Monday, Dec 22nd 10:30am
—1:30pm the Guatemala

team will be hosting Lefse,

Krumkake, Coffee and Tea
in the fellowship hall.

We will be serving Lefse
hot off the grill with all the

toppings!
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JJ Happy Birthday To You JJ

Joan Gibson 12/04
David Corser 12/06
Donna Hefty 12/13

Dennis Dicken 12/14
Mary Nicholas 12/14
Cayden Tyler 12/16
LuElle Rowan 12/17
Kathy Rasmussen 12/19
Ted Oien 12/23
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Out To Dinner Group Out To Lunch Bunch

We will be going on Thursday the 4" to We will be trav?hling to Anacortes on
the Blue Heron on Camano Island. We Thursday the 11" to enjoy Anthony’s.

will be leaving Peace at 5:30pm. The bus will be leaving Peace at

. 10:30am.
Please sign up early, so we can get our , ,
reservation in a timely manner! Again, please sign up early so Mary can
make a reservation!

Peace Lutheran Church Women: December 3rd 11:30 am
Lydia Circle Bible Study: December 1st @ 5:30 pm
Naomi Circle Bible Study: December 10th @ 9:30 am
Lutheran World Relief Quilting: December 17th @ 10 am

10



Witness of Peace

December 2025

December 2025

Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement:

“Called by Christ to offer help, hope,

and healing.”

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
Al-Anon 10am Stewart Funeral
AA 10 am PLCW 11:00am
11:30am
AA Noon AA Noon | Youth Christmas
Lydia Circle Advent Night Party 5:30pm-
5:30pm 5:30 Dinner | OTD-5:30pm 8:00pm
7:00 HEP
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Sunday School | AA 10 am Naomi Circle Men’s Breakfast
9 am 9:30am OTL-10:30am | AA Noon 8am
Worship 10 am Al-Anon 10am
AA Noon Adult Christmas
Advent Night Dinner 6:00pm
5:30 Dinner Peace Fiber
7:00 HEP Arts 6:30pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sunday School | AA 10 am Al-Anonl10am
9 am AA Noon LWRQ 10am AA Noon
Worship 10 am
4-H 6pm
Book Club | Council 6pm | Advent Night | Gathering
6:30 pm District AA | 5:30 Dinner Place Spm
6:30pm 7:00 HEP
21 22 23 24 Christmas | 25 Christmas | 26 27
Sunday School | AA 10 am Eve Day Men’s Breakfast
9 am Office 8am
Community | Guatemala Al-Anonl0am | Office Closed | )psed
Christmas Fundraiser | AA Noon
Program 10 am | 10:30-1:30
5:00pm PLC AA Noon
Phoebe’s Cake 10:00 LWCH
Pick Up 12-2pm
28 29 30 31
Worship 10 am | AA 10 am Al-Anonl0am
Happy New
AA Noon Year’s Eve!
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Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Contact us:
360-652-8739
office@plsilvana.org
pastor@plsilvana.org

Look Inside for information about church and community events and
post the calendar on your wall so you don’t miss a thing!
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