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We are church together!

Stewardship, in its simplest form, is the practice of generosity. It is essential to the daily
expression of our faith. As a church that is energized by lively engagement in our faith
and life, we know that our community commitment to generous giving is crucial in
responding to God’s abundant grace.

Each of us has a unique story, and we are part of a larger story that makes up the ELCA.
Each of us as members financially support our congregation. Our congregation, in turn,
supports our synod. And each synod contributes a portion of its resources to support the
churchwide ministries of the ELCA.

As members of the ELCA, our faith in a loving God frees us to be generous and to boldly
participate in God’s work in the world. Stewardship is not simply about paying the
church’s bills. It is about how congregations can together live out God’s call to love our
neighbor. We are open to the Holy Spirit’s invitation to participate in and contribute to
God’s work in the world using all of the gifts that God has entrusted to our care. Mission
Support — the portion of offerings that ELCA congregations share with synods and the
churchwide organization — unites us in this vital, life-giving work.

Mission Support provides 80 percent of the resources to enable the ELCA to begin new
ministries and accompany existing congregations as growing centers for evangelical
mission. These funds also provide the staff and resources for the development of new
leaders, partnership with churches around the globe, alleviating poverty, working

for justice and peace, and so much more.

We are blessed as a synod to have benefited in many ways from the resources given to

Spirit is at work!

Many thanks to you! Pastor Annette
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God's work. Our hands.
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Mission Support. Take a look at the next two pages and give thanks for the many ways the
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Northwest Washington Synod

Every week, Lutherans across the country gather to worship. Many of
us give to our congregation as part of this experience. ELCA members
give about $1.6 billion annually as regular offerings to ELCA
congregations and worshiping communities. When you give your
offering, most of it stays with your congregation to fund its vital work. A
portion — about 5%, on average — becomes Mission Support, given
by your congregation to your synod. In FY2024 the Northwest
Washington Synod shared $624 880 in Mission Support for ELCA
churchwide ministries. Because of Mission Support, our hands can do
God's work in more places than any one person or congregation could
alone. Together we expenence the way of Jesus; discover community,
justice and love; and help more people experience the difference God's
grace and love in Christ make for all people and creation.

Your MISSION SUPPORT funds a variety of
churchwide ministries.

38% BUILDS CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES in the
United States by enabling us to:

Thank you for $237,454 from the
Northwest Washington Synod for these ministries!
» Plant and support hundreds of worshiping communities.

« Revitalize congregational ministries and reach out to their
surrounding communities.

« Promote leadership opportunities, discermment and
education through leadership initiatives.

» Support the work of seven ELCA seminaries and 27 ELCA
colleges and universities.

* Host events and leadership opportunities for youth and
young adults.

« Support regional work through directors for evangelical mission as well as candidacy and
leadership managers.

» Prepare and implement a system for recruiting and assigning rostered ministers.
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Another 23% GROWS THE GLOBAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH and addresses issues around the world, enabling

us to:
‘ Thank you for $143,722 from the

Northwest Washington Synod for these ministries!

« Accompany new Lutheran churches, expand ministries and
train leaders and evangelists.

» Send missionanes to accompany communities around the world.
» Address social inequities and work for justice.

« Cultivate and maintain relationships with 149 other churches
through the Lutheran World Federation to strengthen the
church and its global work.

» Foster relationships between ELCA synods and 65 companion
churches, for a total of 127 official relationships.

« Work with leaders and members of our African-descent, American Indian, Alaska Native, Arab,
Middle Eastemn, Asian, Pacific Islander and Latiné communities.

Finally, 39% STRENGTHENS AND SUSTAINS THE
MINISTRY and MISSION of the whole church, enabling us to:

Thank you for $243,704 from the
Northwest Washington Synod for these ministries!

« Offer ministry resources and opportunities to lay leaders for
networking.

» Develop social messages of the ELCA as topical documents
to focus attention and action on timely, pressing matters of
concem to church and society.

« Sustain ecumenical and interfaith relations.

» Partner with congregations and ministries across the church
as they explore new, innovative ways of being church in a
constantly changing world.

» Invest in technology and communications.
» Engage in research and strategic planning.
» Create and share resources for faith, discipleship, prayer, stewardship and worship.

Thank you for your ongoing support and faithful partnership! For stories of your impact, visit
LivinglLutheran.org/SOFIA. To find additional Mission Support resources, visit ELCA.org/SOFIA.

Scan the QR code to view the new Mission Support video “What Does My Offering Do?”
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Youlh, Foaumily, aund Community News

The ending of 2025 was definitely not for the faint of heart, we had high winds, high rivers,
power outages, road closures, school closures, and these are just a few of the things that
happened. Through it all communities came together to support each other and work together
to clean up and replace items that were lost. I saw Gods hands in many people as they filled
sandbags cooked meals and held people in their arms.

God was truly present and continues to be the guide for each of us to rise up and work
together to improve each and every person. If the end of 2025 can teach us anything it is to be
present for those in need.

We will be kicking off 2026 with an Epiphany party on Saturday January 3™ at S5pm. I can’t
wait to see what everyone brings for our potluck dinner, the theme is feast night and you can
translate that anyway you want. I have a fun game for us all to play and we will have a white
elephant gift exchange, please keep the gifts between $5 and $10 dollars and appropriate for
any age. The evening will end with the cutting of the epiphany cake; I can’t wait to see who
gets baby Jesus.

Lydia circle will gather in the fireside room on Monday the 5" at 5:30pm for a potluck,
devotion, and prayers and praises. Naomi circle will gather in the fireside room on Wednesday
the 14™ at 9:30am. PLCW will be on Wednesday the 7" with a luncheon starting at 11:30,
followed by a brief meeting and a program. Everyone is always welcome to come to the
circles and PLCW.

The Out to Dinner group is sticking close to Silvana, we will be heading east to Arlington to
enjoy the Fountain Drive Inn. The Fountain is a classic American Diner, Known for its
burgers, thick milkshakes, and traditional diner food. We will meet at the restaurant at 6pm on
Tuesday the 6™.

The Out to Lunch Bunch is going to try and go to Anacortes, as we didn’t make it there in
December due to bad weather. We will be leaving Peace at 10:15 on the 22" and heading to
Anthony’s for a beautiful drive through the Skagit Valley and some excellent food. Please sign
up with me, so I can make an accurate reservation.

The Gathering Place is calling us to serve on the 15™. This is a great opportunity to cook a
meal and share it with the community. We plan the dinner the Sunday before and start cooking
at 3pm and serve at Spm. We always have a good time with shared laughter while cooking
together and we can feel or at lest I can feel Gods presence.

Go Green Tip- Ok you may not be getting a vehicle for the New Year, but if you are Recycle
your old one. If your old jalopy is unsalable, take it to a registered scrap yard for
environmentally sound dismantling. Even the most beat up wreck probably still contains
valuable working parts and about % of the material of the car will be recyclable.

Food Bank Item of the month- Pasta, yes pasta any noodles will do, but please get the
smaller packages. 7%4':4/ ﬂ Fuentes
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Sunday morning Adult Education 9:00 hour

Did you know that a great group of folks gather each week before
worship for a time of discussion, learning and growing in our
faith? You are always welcome to drop in.

A new study is starting January 11 o

WHY ARE THERE FOUR? A Look at
the Gospels, How They Differ and
What Each Olffers to the Church

Pastor Annette will be leading our
discussion.

In January, our meeting is on the 27th - last Tuesday. Getting back to our regular
schedule, at 6:00pm.

Our book is: The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd.

Ana, the protagonist of The Book of Longings by Sue Monk Kidd, grew up in a
privileged family in Sepphoris, Galilee. Her family had connections to the ruler of
Galilee, providing a lifestyle of wealth and influence.

Yet, despite these comforts, Ana’s fierce intellect and SEsriEl Lk R
ambition sought more than the typical female roles of L el
her time. She pursued forbidden scholarly activities
and secretly wrote narratives about neglected women.

Her rebellious nature often clashed with societal
expectations. Ana’s life takes a significant turn when
she encounters an eighteen-year-old Jesus.

Come join us as we discuss these and other books
we've read!

If you have any questions, feel free to contact
Mary Fuentes or Karen Dicken.
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Thanks to Kris Rinnert and Pastor Deanne Wildermuth for this great version of the
Christmas story!

Youth Program from Sunday December 21st, 2025

oy The Gathering Place
s g

Gathering place dinner is held every Thursday at Our

Saviors in Stanwood that 9 area churches serve. Peace

serves the third Thursday of every month. The money
collected in January will go to fund the meals throughout the year.

The meals are open to anyone, and Peace has been serving about 60 people each week.

Mission of the Month’s 2026: For the calendar year of 2026 we are still looking for the next
mission of the month organizations! If you have connections to a group that you would like
to have featured during the year let us know!

Food Bank Item of the Month:

Pasta, yes pasta any noodles will do, but please select smaller

sized packages. K
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Grace Space: A Home for Christmas

She and her kids had left a domestic violence situation. She sought help from a variety of
places, had found emergency short-term shelter and had gotten a job. It had been a rough
patch these past months, but they were doing okay.

Now an incredible opportunity was near. She had found a landlord willing to rent a house at a
price she could afford, with enough bedrooms for her and her kids- and even a bit of a back-
yard. Getting together the funds for the required deposit was a complicated scramble, but it
was worth it. The only thing her kids wanted for Christmas was a safe place to live- a home
space of their own.

What a blessing that, thanks to the generosity of a donor here .
at Peace, we were able to provide her with the last several
hundred dollars, on the very brink of her required deadline.
Grace and generosity abound! They were able to be “home”
for Christmas.

How and when have you experienced God showing up, breaking in,
bringing grace? Write up a little reflection and send it to the office
to be included in our monthly newsletter.

WHERE THERE IS A WILL THERE IS A WAY......

Save the date
Feb 15th at church, after worship service...a little after 11am, grab your coffee
and a cookie. and have a seat.
We will have a bonafide Lutheran attorney in conversation about wills, estate
planning, and legacy giving.

He is Brock Stiles. Atty, from SedroWoolley.

i

The Peace Lutheran Church Council is looking for a new secretary!

CHURCH COUNCIL

Are you looking to serve the church and are not quite sure what’s the best fit? We are
looking for a new secretary on the church council and maybe that spot is for you!

Contact Debra Compton or Pastor Annette for more information.
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¥ Dear Beloveds,
! E | = Several years ago, when I was a young pastor serving in a congregation, a

member came to tell me he was leaving the church for another one. When I
M asked why, he said, “I don’t like all the lovey-dovey stuff.” I was caught off
guard and didn’t have a very good response in the moment. Now I wish I had
' said something like, “When you say ‘lovey, dovey’ are you referring to the
Sermon on the Mount when Jesus says we are to love even our enemies? Or
when Jesus says his new command is that we love one another as he has loved
us? Or when Jesus, hanging on the cross, says, ‘Father, forgive them?’ Or
when the risen Jesus shows up on the shore, feeds his friends, and asks Peter — three times — ‘Do
you love me?’ Or, maybe you mean Paul, who says that you can have all kinds of gifts and
accomplishments, but without love, you are nothing. Or when Paul writes that out of faith, hope,
and love, love is the greatest or ...”.

You get the idea. But I didn’t have those words that day.

Now, several years later, I wish I could answer him again. Because as much as he thought he was
rejecting something weak, living into God’s expansive love is anything but. It can be beautiful and
life-giving, yes — but it is also demanding and hard. Especially when that love calls us to care for
people we don’t particularly like, let alone agree with.

Today, in this fractured time, in this fractured world, how do we live into being ‘lovey-dovey’ in
the way God first shows us through Jesus? How do we love when we’re afraid? How do we love
those who are causing real harm? How do we love people with whom we feel uncomfortable or
“icky?” How do we love those we would rather avoid? How do we love those we despise?

First, we have to be honest with ourselves. As clearly as we may see the sin of others, we also must
acknowledge our own. We fall short time and time again. We cannot justify ourselves out of sin,
nor can we place ourselves above anyone else. God is the one who comes in Jesus to bring
wholeness, reconciliation, and salvation — not just to some, but to the whole world (John 3:16-17).

Second, every person is made in the image of God. Every person is a small miracle. God formed
each person with care and intention. Every person, all eight billion of us on this planet, are a wonder
and a joy to God. God loves each person beyond measure. God loves those fleeing countries (like
Moses and the holy family). God loves those tangled up in messes of their own making (like
David). God loves those who are trying their very best (like Martha). God even loves those who
would rather scroll on their phones than engage (well ... for a scriptural reference perhaps this
could be those churches in Revelation who are neither hot nor cold). God loves us all. Thank God!

And because of God’s amazing love, we are called to listen to one another and open our hearts to
one another. This, of course, also means speaking up when there is injustice or harm — not out of
hatred but out of love. Love rooted in Christ requires us to name and resist when harmful decisions
made by those in power damage lives, especially when those decisions fall hardest on people who
have been marginalized, silenced or erased. Love rooted in Christ pushes us to advocate for policies
and practices that move people and systems toward equity and inclusion — whether we are talking
about immigrants or farmers, children or grandmothers, those with homes and those without —
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neighbors all.

Third, we cannot love as God calls us to love on our own (see #1 above). We need the Holy Spirit
and we need community. We need one another for accountability, and we need each other to help us
journey forward together — beyond fear, beyond hatred, beyond the walls that we so easily build.

Love cannot remain theoretical and abstract. No. Love is gritty and enfleshed.

As we begin 2026, I pray that, through the Holy Spirit, we love God and one another in our words
and our actions. I pray that we practice loving all — even our enemies. And I pray that in this new
year, others will look at us and say, “Wow. They are fiercely ‘lovely-dovey.””

Following the Way of Jesus, may it be so.

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org

AXHEIFER

INTERNATIONAL

Each year the women of Peace remember our members who have passed away during
the past year by honoring them with a Memorial.

This year we are recognizing Grace Birkestol, Marcia Conn, Elsie Pryor,
Lana Hansen, Patti Vroman, Fergus Prestbye, and Kale Stewart.

We purchased a milk cow from Heifer International and they matched our gift. Two
milk cows will be gifted by Heifer International to families in emerging nations.

Peace Fiber Arts

Peace Fiber Arts will meet Thursdays, January 8 and
22. 6:30 pm in Katie's room. It's a new year! What
projects do you have planned for the coming year?
Are you ready to try something challenging? Finish
that project you've been working on forever? Learn
something new? All are welcome to join in on some
fellowship and fiber arts.

Questions? Talk to Simon!
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J4 Happy Birthday To You J'J

Jean Oien 01/09

Cheri Gonzales 01/11
David Tripp 01/11
Andrea Foster 01/15
Karen Fuentes 01/15
Jordy Tyler 01/19
Allyson Martinez 01/27
Darlene McClay 01/27

Jennifer Corser 01/28

Out To Dinner Group Out To Lunch Bunch
OTD is sticking close to Silvana, we We will be traveling to Anacortes! We
will be heading east to Arlington to will be leaving Peace at 10:15 on the
enjoy the Fountain Drive-In. The 22" and heading to Anthony’s for a

Fountain is a classic American Diner, beautiful drive through the Skagit Valley
Known for its burgers, thick milkshakes, and some excellent food. Please sign up
and traditional diner food. We will meet with me, so I can make an accurate

at the restaurant at §hpm on Tuesday the reservation.
6.

Peace Lutheran Church Women: January 7th 11:30 am
Lydia Circle Bible Study: January 5th @ 5:30 pm

Naomi Circle Bible Study: January 14th @ 9:30 am
Lutheran World Relief Quilting: December 28th @ 10 am
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Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement:

“Called by Christ to offer help, hope,

and healing.”

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
Happy New
Year’s!
AA Noon
Epiphany Party
Office Closed | Office Closed 5pm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sunday School | AA 10 am Al-Anon 10am Men’s
9 am AA Noon Breakfast 8am
Worship 10 am PLCW
Lydia Circle | AA Noon 11:30am
5:30pm Peace Fiber
OTD-6:00pm Arts 6:30pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday School | AA 10 am Naomi Circle
9 am AA Noon 9:30am AA Noon
Worship 10 am
Al-Anonl0am | Gathering
Place 5pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Sunday School | AA 10 am
9 am Al-Anonl0am Men’s
Worship 10 TL10:1
orship 10 am AA Noon OTL10:15am AA Noon Breakfast 8am
4-H 6pm Peace Fiber
Council 6pm Arts 6:30pm
District AA
6:30pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Sunday School | AA 10 am Al-Anonl0am
9 am AA Noon AA Noon
Worship 10 am LWRQ 10am
Book Club

6:00 pm
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Peace Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 100
Silvana, WA 98287

Contact us:
360-652-8739
office@plsilvana.org
pastor@plsilvana.org

Look Inside for information about church and community events and
post the calendar on your wall so you don’t miss a thing!
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