Witness of Peace June 2026

What does it mean to be prophetic?

When Walter Brueggemann passed away last year, the Church lost one of its wisest, most
courageous and deeply faithful biblical scholars. A life-long student of the Hebrew Bible (our Old
Testament), he spent decades teaching us the profound messages which the ancient Hebrew
prophets continue to have for the contemporary Church. His many writings helped us understand
that the role of the prophet is not about seeing into the future with some kind of holy crystal ball,
but about seeing our present reality with crystal clarity. The prophet not only sees what is going
on but takes public responsibility to speak God’s word into that present moment.
Brueggemann’s seminal work, The Prophetic Imagination, defines the Church's primary role as
helping to discover, proclaim and embody a radical, dynamic counterculture to the oppressive
culture we find around us- no matter what century we live in.

The Urgent Prophetic Tasks of the Church Informed and Inspired by the Hebrew prophets,
Brueggemann outlines the prophetic role of the Church through three specific, active steps:

 Tell the truth in a society that lives in illusion: The role of the Church is to honestly confront
what the dominant powers want to cover up. Just as Jesus did, we cannot be afraid to confront
and expose the dominant culture's myths of consumerism, militarism, racism and uncritical
nationalism. The Church's job is to dismantle these oppressive narratives and speak the truth
about who we actually are and what is actually going on.

« Grieve in a society that practices denial: The Church is to provide a safe, sacred space for
public lament, for naming the suffering, for compassionately standing with those being harmed
or in grief. The Church must be a place where we do not turn away and hide our eyes. It creates
an alternative community that acknowledges pain rather than sweeping it under the rug.

« Express hope in a society that lives in despair: The Church is called to envision and
demonstrate what the world might look like if God's promises of abundance, justice and
inclusive love are actually true. We are to be a people of hope, who embody the way of God’s
kingdom here and now and who point the way towards the possibility of a transformed future.
We are called to nurture a new imagination through scripture, liturgy, community service,
public witness and committed prayer.

Though Bruggemann frames these tasks as the role of the Church, they are also the shared
responsibility of each of us as part of the Body of Christ. Our personal prophetic role is part of the
work of the whole Church: to be committed to speaking truth, to grieve with those who suffer, to
keep nurturing dreams of holy possibilities fueled by God’s vision. May we daily strive, in the
simple, concrete choices of our lives, to embody God’s prophetic imagination.

Pastor Annette



Witness of Peace June 2026

I just can’t believe that we are in the month of June and summer is here. Time sure does fly when

you’re having fun! If you are anything like me, you are looking forward to campfires and roasting
smores and telling funny stories. Once again, we will be having family/community nights at the
farm, and I hope you can join us for good food and fun games. We will kick off family nights on
June 20™ at 5:30pm where all are welcome. The main dish will be provided, and all are invited to
bring a side dish. Bring your lawn chairs for sitting around the campfire and a funny story to share
with everyone.

Twenty years, it’s hard to believe that twenty years ago the Gathering Place opened its doors for the
first time with more volunteers than guests. Over the years the Gathering place has evolved and
grown to numbers where the guests out numbered the volunteers. On June 18™ the Gathering
Place will be celebrating its twenty years and invite everyone to join us as we celebrate this great
community service. If you have ever helped serve, please come out and join us.

Out to Dinner group will be switching nights this month and will be heading out on Wednesday
June 3" to Lynnwood and try Bocca Kitchen and grill. We will be leaving Silvana at 5:20pm and
plan to arrive by 6pm, please sign up early so we can try and fill the bus.

Out to Lunch Bunch will be heading Northeast to Sedro Wooley on Wednesday the 17" at
10:45am to try the Iron Mountain Bar and grill. The drive promises to be a scenic and gorgeous
drive; the restaurant comes with recommendations from a few church members.

Camp Chaos will be at Peace on June 30" through July 1* and 2" in the evening. Bible School
1s sure to be a good time for all. The women will be starting the evening off with dinner and then
the youth will hear bible stories, learn songs, create crafts, play games, and end the night around the
campfire roasting smores. We still need volunteers to help teach the community youth about the
love of God. If you would like to be a small group leader or help with skits and music, come and
join the fun. We will be having a group meeting on June 4™ at 5:30pm in the fireside room.

Food bank items of the month: cereal. Let's try and fill the shopping cart and share some of our
favorite cereals with the community.
as you’re preparing for summer camping- pack wisely, use dry firewood in a

contained fire pit, if you pack it in pack, it out, choose reusable items and stay on designated paths.
Mark your Calendars now for July 11, family night at the farm, July 25 Silvana fair, and august
16™ church picnic.
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The Women of Peace would like to thank all those who came out to play bingo in support of
the Maasae Lutheran Girls Secondary School in Monduli, Tanzania.

We raised $1,085 which was just $115 short of a 12 month scholarship in helping a young girl
change her life! A monetary grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans kept our expenses at $30

out of pocket. Thank you Jolene Rod for making this possible.

Special thanks to Al, Judy, Mary, Linda, Stephanie, Connie, Lori, Khloe, Coni, Betty, Jordy, Larry,
Steve, Dennis, Dave and Spencer for all your work to make this happen! (A special note of thanks
to those who were unable to attend but donated before the event - you helped tremendously!)

Windows at LWCH
Many thanks to all those who helped facilitate getting the plexiglass
windows back up on the Little White Church on the Hill. One team
washed them....and another great team hung them. We had at least 15
volunteers involved. You know who you are and you are amazing!!
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We are so grateful to acknowledge a recent
generous grant from The Harold L. and

{1 Karine R. Smith Fund, of Thrivent Charitable

Impact & Investing. We are humbled to

continue to receive from the generosity of
those who have gone before us.
SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS July 5! I
8:30 am simple, informal worship at Peace
10:30 am full worship service at Little White Church
on the Hill, followed by coffee hour on the patio

Valley View Clean Up Project

Barb Leander, a member of our local community who has
family ties to Valley View Cemetery, is launching a project
to extend some loving care to our cemetery. She has applied
for a Thrivent Funds grant to be applied to expenses related
to the project. She would like to begin cleanup work before

Father's Day weekend, which is June 21st.

She hopes to get a crew together to trim back the perimeter of the property. It would include cutting
branches and bushes (and hauling the debris out), weed eating around the headstones and mowing
the grass. Many of the headstones also need cleaning up. That would include cutting back sod where
needed and using a chemical wash to clean the face of the stones.

She is working on getting tools together for the trimming and mowing and to get the perimeter work
done. She is currently lining up volunteers and any additional hands would be welcome! Her target
day is June 19th, which is a federal holiday (Juneteenth), or maybe an earlier day that week.

Please contact her for more information or to connect about lending a hand to the project!

Barb Leander 360-770-0503
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Dear Beloveds,

What is the Bible? Some say the Bible is a book that dropped down from
heaven completely written. Some say the Bible is nothing but a bunch of
stories from long ago that don't matter. Neither of these are accurate.
Instead, what we as Lutherans believe, is that the Bible is a sacred and holy
book because through its 66 books — the stories, poems, history, laments,
letters, and more — the Bible points us toward Jesus. Jesus, the One who

reveals God'’s grace, mercy, justice, and love for the world.
As Lutherans, we understand that the center of the Bible is always Jesus. Martin Luther

famously said that when we read scripture, we should ask, “Does it show Christ?” In other
words, does this verse or passage reveal God made known in Jesus? Does it move us toward
peace, wholeness, reconciliation, forgiveness, and love? Or is it being twisted to justify
oppression, cruelty, and exclusion? Luther believed that faithful people do not simply quote
isolated verses. We are to wrestle with scripture honestly and faithfully always through the
lens of Jesus.

Luther also insisted that scripture must interpret scripture. No single verse stands alone. Every
verse and passage and book is meant to be in conversation with the broader arc of scripture —
with the prophets, the gospels, the letters, and, especially, with the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. This means we read the Bible seriously, but not literally. We pay
attention to context, history, genre, and the larger witness of God'’s love. When a verse seems
to pull us toward harm or violence, we are called to read the passage again, asking whether
the interpretation is consistent with God as revealed in Jesus.

| chose to write on how to read the Bible because, quite frankly, what the bible is and biblical
interpretation matters deeply right now. | see scripture being selectively quoted by people in
power to dehumanize and scapegoat vulnerable communities, glorify wealth and power, and
distort sacred texts into slogans. Verses are being lifted out of context while the broader
witness of Jesus' life is ignored.

Earlier this year, | watched a recruitment video for the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
that opened with helicopters flying overhead and the words from Matthew 5:9 on the screen:
Blessed are the peacemakers. What followed were images of heavily armed men in tactical
gear carrying weapons, breaking down doors, and carrying out violent raids against
immigrants. | could not help but notice how far this imagery stands from Jesus' Sermon on
the Mount, the very place from which that verse is taken.

On the eve of the 250th anniversary of this country, | pray that we would reject the misuse of
scripture and instead read scripture faithfully so that we might follow Jesus more closely. |
pray that we would acknowledge our own complicity, resist the temptation towards power or
fear, care for those who are vulnerable, and stand up and speak out truthfully and
prophetically.

Let us return to the prophets who call for justice and care for the poor. Let us return to the
Sermon on the Mount where Jesus blesses the meek, the merciful, and the peacemakers. Let
us return to the cross, where God rejected violence and domination as the final word. Let us
rejoice in the resurrection, where hope, mercy, and love rise again even in the midst of fear
and despair. Let us read scripture faithfully and let us follow Jesus.

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee | bishop@lutheransnw.org
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Peace Fiber Arts
Peace Fiber Arts is a great place to meet up and talk with others
and share ideas. We welcome all fiber enthusiasts.
We are changing our schedule for the summer and moving the
meeting to once a month on the third Monday of the month.
Mark your calendars for June 15, July 20 and August 17 at
6:30pm. We will still meet in Katie's room or the Fireside room.
All are welcome to join in on some fellowship and fiber arts.
Questions? Talk to Simon Fuentes or Kris Rinnert!

EMission

OF THE MONTH TCitherwood

Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center
Vision:

People of any age, ability, identity, and economic opportunity are welcomed,
nurtured, and valued as a diverse body and a blessed part of God's creation. Mission:
Exploring Grace in Creation. Values:
Growth- Growth in oneself and community is fundamental, limitless, and irrevocable.
Renewal- Renewal occurs when time and space are set aside for reflection, practice,
and rest.
Community- Communities are built through fellowship, connection, hospitality, and
appreciation for the Body of Christ.
Education- Education that allows people to transform, develop, and understand
relationships and the world around them in a new way.

Book Club
Meet with us on Tuesday, June 23rd, at 6pm, as we discuss: A A R
"It's Not Her" by Mary Kubica

Two families vacationing at a secluded lake resort are at the KU B I C A
center of a chilling crime and mysterious disappearance in this ' - 5
twisty, unputdownable thriller.
A stunning discovery...
Courtney Gray's tranquil family vacation is shattered when she
hears a blood-curdling scream from the lakeside cottage next
door. There she finds the lifeless bodies of her brother and
sister-in-law. Her teenage niece Reese is nowhere to be found,
while her nephew Wyatt lies asleep upstairs, unharmed.

LOCAL WOMAN MISSING
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Senior Highlight: Sam Wing
- B

Sam's senior year was a busy one. Sam

l

ll was captain of the drum line, they played
at all the home football and basketball

games, senior class secretary, founder of

forensic club as well as completing their
4th year in NJROTC, besides working

they enjoy tending to the chickens. As for

future plans, abit uncertain at the
moment, just want to work and make

some money. We will be honoring Sam

on Sunday, June 7%,

Food Bank
ltem of the
Month: Cereal

Gathering Place Special Event

As the Gathering Place celebrates its 20th anniversary on June 18th we will be
serving a very special meal to honor this milestone. We hope to see you there!
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Happy Birthday to You!

Camden Bach 6/1/2026 Cora Kombol 6/24/2026
Carole Hasselbom 6/2/2026 Stephanie Bean 6/25/2026
Larry Hanson 6/4/2026 Larry Bean 6/26/2026
Kelly Nicholas 6/9/2026 Marcia Erwin 6/26/2026
Jane Prestbye 6/12/2026 Robert Wall 6/28/2026
Tracy Legler 6/19/2026 Karen Dicken 6/29/2026
Mason Field 6/21/2026 Josh Tripp 6/29/2026
Morgan Crosby 6/24/2026 Victoria Sather 6/30/2026

Irregular Office Hours: June 18™-28""
Morgan is going to Guatemala with the Hands for Peacemaking Foundation so
office hours will be irregular. Please contact Pastor Annette to confirm if you
need access during the week.

Out To Dinner Group Out To Lunch Bunch

We will be switching nights this month We will be heading Northeast to Sedro
and will be heading out on Wooley on Wednesday the 17" to try the
Wednesday June 3" to Lynnwood Iron Mountain Bar and grill. Leaving the
and try Bocca Kitchen and grill. We church at 10:45am. The drive promises to

will be leaving Silvana at 5:20 and plan be a scenic and gorgeous drive; the
to arrive by 6pm, please sign up early restaurant comes with recommendations
so we can try and fill the bus. from a few church members.

Women's Group Gatherings
Lydia Circle Bible Study: June Ist @ 5:30 pm
Peace Lutheran Church Women: June 3rd 11:30 am
Naomi Circle Bible Study: June 10th @ 9:30 am
Lutheran World Relief Quilting: June 24th @ 10:00 am
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J 2026 Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement:
unc “Called by Christ to offer help, hope, and healing.”
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
Al-Anon
AA 10 am
10am
AA Noon PLCW AA Noon
Lydla CirCle 11:30am
5:30pm
OTD 5:20pm
7 8 9 10 n 12 13
. Men’s
Adult Ed. AA 10 am Naomi Circle Breakfast
9 am AA Noon 9:30am AA Noon g caktas
Worship 10am am
4-H5:30pm Al-Anonl0am
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Adult Ed. AA 10 am AA Noon
3;““ hio 10 Al-Anonl0am AA Noon
orsiip Tham 4-H5:30pm Council 6pm | OTL 10am
Peace Fiber District AA

Arts 6:30pm 6:30pm Morgan out of office

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Men’s
Adult Ed. AA 10 AA Noon LWRQ 10am Breakfast
am
;}am hin 10 AA Noon 8am
orship Hlam Book Club Al-Anonl0am Funeral
6pm Reception
Morgan out of office 2-4pm
28 29 30
Adult Ed. 9 am AA 10 am AA Noon

Worship 10am

Morgan out of office

Morgan out of office: June 18" through 28™
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