A Tapestry of Belongzng

I recently read a Sojourners article by pastor/author Jose Humphreys 111, as he reflected on his hopes
for our country. His prayer was that we could continue to nurture the kind of belonging that springs
not from a common ethnicity or common ancestry or even a common faith tradition, but rather from
our common humanity. He wrote “Remember how you are all tethered to an ecosystem of beautiful
humans, past and present, who have pursued the vision of the beloved community...May we weave a
tapestry of belonging. May that become the story our country learns to tell about itself.”

It struck me that this is exactly the story that Jesus, in his own land and time, encouraged his disciples
to learn to tell. Not of any specific country, but about the Kingdom of God. Jesus spent his public
ministry preaching a culture of belonging. He welcomed the excluded, the outcast, the stranger and
told them they had a place in God’s heart. May we follow in his way. — Pastor Annette

I have been listening for the heart of God.
Not in thunder. Not in certainty.

In repetition. Again. Again. Again.

The rhythm is older than language.

One more. One more. One more.

Not louder. Never hurried.

Steady as tidewater.

Persistent as spring.

I used to think God counted like we do.
Enough. Complete. Finished.

Instead, God keeps starting over.

With another dawn. Another table.
Another hand held out

before anyone asks.

Another name everyone else has forgotten.

Another chance to come home.

The heartbeat never changes.
One more. The lost one. The late one.

The loud one. The lonely one.

The one who has rehearsed their apology
all the way home.

The one who no longer believes

they deserve to be found.

The one standing outside the circle,
Pretending not to care.

One more.

I spent years afraid that God's heart would
eventually grow tired of mine.

That somewhere there was a number.

A limit. A door that quietly clicked shut.

Instead, I found a pulse.

It never asked whether I belonged.

It simply kept making its ancient reply.

Again. One more. Again. One more.

Until I could finally

Hear my own heart answering back.
One, by Melissa Marzolf
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Bishop Shelley is on Sabbatical

Synod Staff members are eligible for a 3-month*
sabbatical following six years of service. With hope
for rest and renewal, we will send Bishop Shelley
Bryan Wee off for her sabbatical in July.

The synod staff is well-prepared for her absence, has
divided up responsibilities for coverage, and will be
accompanied by Bishop Emeritus Chris Boerger.
Details on who to contact during her sabbatical
can be found here:
https://www.lutheransnw.org/news/bishop-wee-
sabbatical

Blessing to Bishop Shelley as she prepares for and
begins this time away! May it be a time of rest and
renewal!

NOTE: While the bishop will return from sabbatical
on September 20, she will be out of office until
October 1 due to Synod and ELCA meetings.
*She will take two months this summer, and her
final month in February 2027.

Feace [Tiber Arts

Peace Fiber Arts is a great place to meet up and talk with others
and share ideas. We welcome all fiber enthusiasts.
Mark your calendars for August 17 at 6:30pm.
We will still meet in Katie's room or the Fireside room.
All are welcome to join in on some fellowship and fiber arts.
Questions? Talk to Simon Fuentes or Kris Rinnert!

CHURCH PICNIC

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16th,
FOLLOWING THE 10:00 SERVICE

We will be gathering at the home of Maudie Gedstad, 2533
Stanwood Bryant Road. Take exit 212 and head east on
Stanwood-Bryant Road. Go 2.3 miles, and look for the first
' driveway on the left, just past the Pilchuck Creek bridge. You
will see the address marked with a sign on a big cedar tree
with a large rock in front of it. Drive past the first residence on
your right and head back to the place farther in. We will have
someone help with parking directions.
Burgers and hot dogs will be provided. Bring a side dish or
dessert, a folding chair, and wet shoes if you want to go
wading in the creek. See you there!
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Summertime is BBQ time, | hope you have all been enjoying these beautiful
summer nights with friends and family. We have had some great gatherings with
friends on our various Out to Lunch bunch and dinner trips. This month finds us
heading to a regular summer spot for dinner, The Conway Pub, on Tuesday the
4™, We will leave Silvana at 5:15 with plans to arrive at 5:45. I'm looking forward
to some pan-fried oysters YUMMM! Out to Lunch bunch will be heading into
Marysville to try out some local Hawaiian cuisine on the 13 at noon. If you
would like to join us on either of these outings please let me know so | can make
reservations (if they take reservations), or at least let them know how many folks
will be coming in. We always have plenty of conversations and you never can tell
who will knock over their glass of water from laughing too hard, come join us and
see who is next.

Lydia Circle will once again gather at Mary’s Farm in the back yard on
Monday the 3" at 5:30 pm and Naomi will gather in the Fireside room on
Wednesday the 12" at 9:30 am. All are welcome as we pray for each other, the
church, the community, our country, and our world. We share the word and study
Gods word, and everyone is welcome to join us.

If you are looking to see some of our youth at local fairs exhibiting their
animals or hand crafts/baking the Stanwood Fair is the 1*t and 2"9, Skagit Fair is
the 6™ thru the 9", and the evergreen state fair is the 26" thru the 31 for the
youth and then the next half is open class adults. We have several youths who
exhibit and it's always fun to watch them show and exhibit their creations. Peace
hosted the Demonstrations and poster entries for the Silvana Fair, and all the
parents appreciated the space for the kids to present. Fair board members
presented the church with a ribbon as a thank you, they were thankful for all the
kindness and openness of the church as we prepared for the fair. They also really
liked the free cookies and water during the fair. You can see the ribbon in the
office.

Once again, we will be camping at the farm on the 11" and 12" from 5pm to
4pm.This is open to all elementary age youth with a few older youths joining in to
help lead the bible study, games, and crafts. We will be staying in tents and if
possible, we will be having a campfire. To sign up and get a permission slip and a
very small packing list please call the office or Mary.

We will be serving at the Gathering place on the 20™; we hope to serve
vegetables from our local gardens and possibly cooler corn. We will need a couple
of home baked cakes to serve as well as a few folks to help cut some vegetables.
continued on page 4.>
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The Guatemala team will be holding a garage sale on the basketball court if
the weather permits on the 21st and 22nd otherwise we will be holding it in the
church. We plan to set up on the 20th and could use help with unloading the shed
and the upstairs classroom. We are still working towards our goal of building a
school and installing wood cook stoves and water filters. Please reach out to the
team if you would like to help.

Go Green Tip- Chrome fit for a king- To make your chrome fittings gleam, apply
a few drops of vinegar or organic baby oil with a cloth or sponge, or rub with the
shiny side of a piece of aluminum foil.

Food Bank Item of the Month: canned meat-chicken, tuna, salmon....

Book Club
Meet with us on Tuesday, August 25th, at 6pm, as we discuss:

"Theo of Golden" by Allen Levi Theo o Golden

Questions linger about Theo, a pleasant but mysterious
stranger, after his arrival in the southern city of Golden. Who is
he, and why is he here? He arrives early one spring and by
chance - or is it? - he visits a coffee shop where 92 framed
pencil portraits are on display. Inspired, Theo sets out on a
mission of purchasing all the portraits one at a time and
quietly bestowing them on their 'rightful owners.' Stories are Allen Levi
told; friendships are born; and lives are changed. Theo of
Golden is a beautifully crafted story about the power of
creative generosity, the importance of wonder to a purposeful \ \

life, and the far-reaching possibilities of anonymous kindness.

Food Bank Item of the Month:
Canned meats
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Fuentes 25" Wedding Anniversary Celebration

We invite you to please join us for our 25" wedding
anniversary celebration!

Sunday, August 9*", LWCH o
S\ After the T0AM worship, during coffee hour. 5
- y/,.,, Snacks and dessert. L

AV

. ¥ Karen & Spencer

LUTHERAN
CO WORLD RELIEF

Happy Summer Friends!
As summer progresses please watch for back to school ads and share the info.
If you are able to purchase anything, all items can be left in the Narthex or
brought to the LWCH and we will get them down to Peace. Here are the item

counts that are still needed: (as of 7/29),

e Rulers—37 @P"‘B @@%

e Erasers (2inch) -8

v
Ly Y
« Pencil Sharpeners—6 \g;,éj

We have reached our goal for the following items:
e Pencils, Pens, Notebooks, Crayons, and Scissors. THANK YOU ALL!I!

g4
. Annual ‘On The Road’ October Road Trip

Our ‘On The Road’ group of women are planning our annual October road trip and we invite YOU to

join us. This year we will be traveling north to the Surrey,BC area so a passport or Washington State

Extended License will be necessary. The bus will be leaving Silvana early on Tuesday, October 20
and we’ll arrive home late afternoon (early evening) on Friday, the 23rd.

Initial plans include time at White Rock, Stanley Park, Granville Isle and a dinner in Vancouver.
Connie has gathered some questions to discuss in the evenings and I continue to watch the Wired
Word for a topic with scripture lessons that might be of interest to the group. This is a time of both
social and personal reflection. There is no set agenda on what one has to do so it can be whatever

you make it!
We will be staying in a 6-7 bedroom Airb-n-b so everyone will most likely have a roommate
(separate beds!). Initial cost will be about $200-225 which does not cover meals.
If interested please talk with Debra for more info!
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Phoebe Fuentes: Youth Engaged in Service Recap
To begin | just want to thank everyone for supporting me throughout my
journey with the YES program. It truly means so much to know that | have
such an amazing congregation behind me. A little bit of an overview of what |
did while here in snohomish county throughout the year, my main service site
was at the Gathering Place in Stanwood Washington, where every Thursday
we served a free meal to anyone who wanted to join. Outside of the Gathering
place, | volunteered at the Caring place, helped put on fundraisers and many
other service opportunities in the surrounding area. When in Guatemala, we
installed 68 stoves in total as well as water filtration systems,teaching how to
make potholders, teaching about days for girls, bringing carnival games, and
lots of hours playing with the kids. | had a great time traveling with my team
and making connections with the villagers, hands for peace making, and new
friends. And | can't wait for my next adventure.
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CARING PLACE

Building Hope by Clothing our Community
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BACK TO SCHOOL PROGRAM
AUGUST 15,10 AMto 1 PM

We are preparing for our Back-to-School Program on Saturday, August 15. You are
invited to support his ministry by donating new clothing for children ages 5 to 10,
sizes 5 -14 for both boys and girls.
If you prefer to make a financial contribution, checks can be made payable to
Mount Vernon FUMC. Please write Hispanic Ministry on the memo line.
1607 E. Division St. Mount Vernon 98274
Thank you for helping us bless the children in our community as they prepare for
a new school year!
For more information, please contact
Pastor Zulma 206-418-9478 pastorzulma@mvfumc.org

EMisseon Josephme

OF THEMONTH ./~ Cering Community

Josephine is a caregiving community for all generations. We are an ever
growing, ever changing, successful ministry serving thousands of individuals
and families since establishment in 1908. We have done so by maintaining a
focus on our reason for being, our mission, our vision, and our values. Supporting
our residents, children and our community is a large part of our non-profit
organization. We believe everyone has the power to make a difference when we
lend a heart or a hand to support one another.

eav e the

Silvana Community Potluck
Saturday, September 12'", 5:00 PM
Hosted at Hazel Blue Acres

7
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s)¢Happy Birthday to You!#d

Kasea Patterson 8/1/2026
Nathan Norman 8/4/2026

Pam Holdal 8/4/2026
Stephanie Bach 8/6/2026
Steven Livingston  8/6/2026
Kaden Livingston  8/8/2026 L1,

""" Linda Legler 8/12/2026

Janeen Smith 8/13/2026

“ Janice Cabe 8/20/2026

Charleen Tyler 8/23/2026
Coni Moyer 8/29/2026

/”{\
Out To Dinner Group @ )) Out To Lunch Bunch
This month finds us heading toa T[T Out to Lunch bunch will be heading

regular summer spot for dinner, The | | into Marysville to try out some local
Conway Pub, on Tuesday the 4™. | Hawaiian cuisine on the 13" at noon.

We will leave Silvana at 5:15pm with
plans to arrive at 5:45pm.

Women's Group Gatherings
Lydia Circle Bible Study: August 3rd @ 5:30 pm
Peace Lutheran Church Women: No August Meeting
Naomi Circle Bible Study: August 12th @ 9:30 am
Lutheran World Relief Quilting: August 26th @ 10:00 am

Pastor Annette will be taking vacation days
August 17-24™., Pastor Jane Prestbye will join you
for worship on August 23™. Contact the office for

information on emergency pastoral coverage.
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