Witness of Peace September 2026

The calendar is turning to September. This time of year brings many kinds of shifts in our
lives and schedules, but this year it also brings for me a poignant reflection. Ten years ago I
gathered with Bishop Kirby Unti and the people of Peace to be installed as your pastor. The
gospel that I chose for the worship was the parable of the sower and the seeds. It reflected my
own image of a pastor as a faithful seed planter. We can try our best to cultivate good seed
and plant it where it might grow and bear fruit, but we do not always have a lot of control
over where the seeds might land and how they will be received and nurtured. The image
helps remind me that I am not in charge of the harvest- only the planting, and perhaps some
careful tending of the soil, amending it as needed to help it be receptive to growth.

So for ten years | have been trying to faithfully plant seeds of the gospel. Some of those seeds
fell among thorns and withered. But a good number of them have found a bit of ground and
taken root. When I arrived here there was residual uncertainty and difficulty from a recent
significant split in the congregation. There was anxiety as the congregations struggled to
meet its financial obligations. But we chose to journey ahead together, seeking faithful
discipleship, rebuilding trust and commitment, discerning choices for our future, staying
attentive to the movement of the Spirit. I have been grateful to discover much vitality:
openness, creativity, generosity, eagerness to serve and a genuine care for those both within
our community of faith and beyond. One of the fruits of tending the seed of the gospel in this
place has been a robust sense of hospitality. I see you all offering welcome- not just in word
but in deed. I am grateful for the long history of faithful welcome in this place and for all the
folks who have chosen to join us on the journey over the last ten years.

It has been a blessing to serve you. Let us continue to scatter seeds together!

Fastor Annette
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Plan to join us on_October 11th, 10:00 am at Camano Lutheran as we celebrate the

diverse gifts of our congregations, the blessing of our elders and our youth, and our
unity in our shared faith.

VJoint ( hoir: Want to help sing, that clag? laurie Preon from OSLW!” be
ga’chering folks to rehearse on SQFi 30 and Oc’coberz.

Please note that there will be no education hour or worship at Peace that morning.
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2026 Fall Retreat — Seek Inspiration 222

NWWA Synodical Women’s Organization of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

SaturAag — October 3rd / 9am~ 4 pm

(Doors open @ 8:30 am for registration)
Our Saviors Lutheran Church 215 W Mukilteo Blvd, Everett, WA 98203

Please join with women from our Synod as we learn & grow as Women of the ELCA. Our speaker will be Pastor
Kacey Hahn of St Matthew’s Lutheran in Renton. Lunch & Snacks will be provided.

We will have time to visit and meet new friends and to catch up with other WELCA friends. We’ll have Inspirational
Activities and end our time together with Worship and much more!

For questions contact Millie Fosberg @ 360 941 4742 or nwwaswopresident@gmail.com

OUR PURPOSE
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the
Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in
ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.

Stillaguamish Conference Corner - Did You Know?
- . | You may be aware that Bethlehem Lutheran Church hosts a Cold Weather Shelter from November
_/,\_ through March, when overnight temperatures drop too low, but did you know that it has been
expanded to serve as a respite from the heat as well?! This summer, also through coordination
with LINC Northwest and Snohomish County, Bethlehem has been opening its doors twice a
week, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10am to noon, to provide lunch and resources for those in
;‘*’; need. Additionally, upon request by the county, it served as a Cooling Shelter on July 22, when
temperatures reached the 90’s. This Cooling Shelter option will continue, on an as needed basis,
through Labor Day. Bethlehem is so blessed to be able to make use of their space and location
(right on a bus line!) to help serve those who are struggling.
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Fall is creeping in, the moon has been a beautiful orange, if only it wasn’t because of the fires
around the state and country. I hope everyone is thankful for and praying for the many firemen and
women. | am grateful for their ability and fierce determination to fight the fires to keep people safe
and try to save our forests. I would hope everyone is doing their part, pick up after yourself when
you are in the woods, make sure all your supplies are secure, and nothing can cause a spark.

Out to dinner group will be heading to Mount Vernon to go to II Granaio Authentic Italian
Restaurant on Tuesday the 1* we will be leaving Peace at 5:15pm with the plan to arrive at
5:45pm. If you would like to join us, please send me a message. Out to Lunch Bunch will be
heading to Fairhaven, Bellingham to the Colophon Café on Wednesday the 16™. We plan to
leave Peace at 10:30, with hopes of good weather so we can walk around a little bit and see some
local sights. These outings are for everyone. They let us share a meal, have lively discussions, and
much-needed laughter. I hope you will want to join us and try a new restaurant, or if it’s not new, try
something different on the menu!

We will be serving at the Gathering Place on Thursday the 17", This is a time to gather and
prepare a meal with love and care. We aim to make a healthy meal with as much locally grown
produce as possible, if you would like to add to the meal let us know and we can plan the menu
accordingly. This past month we made cooler corn, roasted vegetables, hot dogs, and watermelon.
We always have good time and hope that the dinner will be ready by Spm.

Go Green tip- Clean Sweep, use a broom instead of a hose to clean your driveway, patio, and paths.
If necessary, use a quick sluice of water (ideally left over from doing dishes) to wash away any
remaining dust once you’ve finished sweeping.

Food Bank item of the month-Flour in 5 Ib. packages or oatmeal in small packages.

The Arlington Food Banks annual Farm to Table Gala is September 11", at the Angel of the
Winds, If you would like a ticket please go to their website. Cocktail Hour and silent auction 5pm
Dinner and program 6:30pm, all in support of the Arlington Food Bank’s mission to nourish our
community.

This past summer Peace had a booth at the Silvana Fair, just like in years past. Each fair board
member gave out a special ribbon to a booth, person, or anything they felt deserving of an award.
These ribbons were to represent thanks to being a part of the Silvana Fair Community. One board
member presented the church with a ribbon with thanks for the many years of generous support of
the fair and for the continued support of the community. As a member of Peace, I felt overwhelmed
with joy by how people looked at the church and its rule in the community. Please stop in the office
and look at the ribbon and maybe next year you will want to be a part of the church fair booth!
Please join the women for PLCW Wednesday the 2" for lunch and a sharing of the triannual
convention by Stephanie and myself.

Lydia circle will be gathering on the 7" at Kris Rinnert’s home at 5:30pm.

On the 9™ Naomi circle will gather in the fireside room at 9:30am. All are welcome to come and
share with prayer’s, praises, and study.

Hope you are saving the date for the Harvest party on October 17™ and are planning your
costume. This year’s theme is Make-It-Again (redesign something in your closet) Good luck and
let's see who has the wildest closet!

~Mar9 J [Uuentes 3
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Book Club
Meet with us on Tuesday, September 29th, at 6pm, as we discuss:

The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel
KRISTIN HARMEL

Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, is shelving
books one morning when her eyes lock on a photograph in a !
newspaper nearby. She freezes; it's an image of a book she hasn't seen |
in sixty-five years—a book she recognizes as The Book of Lost Names. [is
The accompanying article discusses the looting of libraries by the
Nazis across Europe during World War ll—an experience Eva
remembers well—and the search to reunite people with the texts
taken from them so long ago. The book in the photograph, an
eighteenth-century religious text thought to have been taken from
France in the waning days of the war, is one of the most fascinating
cases. Now housed in Berlin's Zentral- und Landesbibliothek library, it
appears to contain some sort of code, but researchers don't know
where it came from—or what the code means. Only Eva holds the
answer—but will she have the strength to revisit old memories and
help reunite those lost during the war? \ \

-% Feace Lgtheran Church Women

Summer is coming to a close and the women of Peace Lutheran will again come together for monthly
meetings. We have community speakers, travel presentations and quarterly business meetings.
All women of the church are encouraged to attend! The meetings are the first Wednesday of every
month in Fellowship Hall at 11:30am (except for July and August) and include a yummy lunch.

We have two Circles (Bible study groups) to choose from. Lydia Circle meets the first Monday of
the month in Fellowship hall for a potluck and study at 5:30 p.m.
Naomi Circle meets the second Wednesday of each month in the Fireside room at 9:30 a.m.

We have a yearbook that comes out in January listing all of our information and it includes our Hostess
Groups for serving the cookies/coffee after church. You can pick up this year's in the office if you don't
have one and we will be handing out the new issues at church in January.

Our next meeting is Wednesday September 2nd at 11:30am in Fellowship hall. We will be hearing
from the two members that attended the Triennial Women's convention in lowa in July.
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September 13" - 9:00am
Come help fill the 200 school bags for Lutheran World Relief!
Coffee, juice, and muffins will be ready for volunteers!
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Annual ‘On The Road’ October Road Trip
Our ‘On Th Road’ group of women are planning our annual October road trip and we invite YOU to
join us. This year we will be traveling north to the Surrey,BC area so a passport or Washington State
Extended License will be necessary. The bus will be leaving Silvana early on Tuesday, October 20
and we’ll arrive home late afternoon (early evening) on Friday, the 23rd.
Initial plans include time at White Rock, Stanley Park, Granville Isle and a dinner in Vancouver.
Connie has gathered some questions to discuss in the evenings and I continue to watch the Wired
Word for a topic with scripture lessons that might be of interest to the group. This is a time of both
social and personal reflection. There is no set agenda on what one has to do so it can be whatever
you make it!

We will be staying in a 6-7 bedroom Airb-n-b so everyone will most likely have a roommate
(separate beds!). Initial cost will be about $200-225 which does not cover meals
If interested please talk with Debra for more info!

BAZAAR TIME IS FAST APPROACHING!
A brief explanation: the women of the church (PLCW) have the Bazaar as their one fundraiser to
make the money for the following year's budget. We have 8 non profit benevolences we give to, we
will be supporting a girl for high school attendance at the Maasai Girls School, we provide all the
coftfee and paper supplies in the kitchen, we have a mission project each year and many other giving
opportunities in our budget. We have been putting on this Bazaar for 53 years! It has always required
help from the members in addition to the women and we thank you in advance for that help

THIS YEAR THE BAZAAR IS NOVEMBER 7th! Plan now and start your craft projects, think of
a theme and create a basket for the silent auction or donate an item you no longer need (new or in very
good condition), save produce from your garden or herbs or starts for the Harvest area, collect some
good gift cards for the gift card tree and set aside those items for the used treasure room. (Please don't
bring your treasures until the week of the Bazaar unless you make prior arrangements with
Stephanie). There are Quilt Raffle tickets for sale in the church office too

LEFSE production starts Monday 21st at 9:30 with the preparation of the potatoes. Everyone is

welcome to help with this task, we have plenty of metal peelers! Tuesday and Wednesda.y will be the
rolling, baking and packaging days. There is a job for every skill level! This is also the perfect time to
learn this traditional Norwegian skill. There is always a yuammy lunch involved on rolling days too!

Watch your bulletins and the October Witness for dates for Flatbread making, a Krumkake
night with dinner and making spritz after church in October.

Stephanle Bean is once again the chalrperson for the Bazaar. Let's all support her in this huge
) undertaking. She is looking for a lot of willing volunteers!

7 4
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We are raising funds this month in response to the wildfires that have been devastating
communities throughout Washington.

Throughout this summer we have all seen the smoke and effects of the fires even from this side of
the mountains. It’s our hope to provide some relief in the aftermath of these fires and help our
community and environment rebuild.

Your council has decided to match this month’s mission of the month collection
with funds from recent benevolent gifts, up to $5,000.

Please continue to pray for and support our sibilings suffering from these tragedies.

Every dollar raised at Bingo Night goes directly toward

B
10 @ strengthening Quilceda Community Services and
supporting the programs their particpants rely on.

Sunday, The Viking 4:00PM-

BI “IG september 13~ Hal @ g:00PM
Chili Dogs, Chips, Desserts, & Drinks serving @4:00pm

Bingo starts at 5:00pm

/‘ﬂllij Address: 1331 Pioneer Hwy, Stanwood, WA

15 Bingo Games - $10 Dinner - $7

Blackout Sheets - $1 4 Raffle tickets for baskets

daubers - $1 $1 each or $5 for 7

Feace f:iber Arts £3 s

Peace Fiber Arts is a great place to meet up and talk with others
and share ideas. We welcome all fiber enthusiasts. 23N
Mark your calendars for September 21** at 6:30pm. '
We will still meet in Katie's room or the Fireside room.
All are welcome to join in on some fellowship and fiber arts. ¢
Questions? Talk to Simon Fuentes or Kris Rinnert!
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Report on Council Donation to White Stork

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Church Council has approved a $5,000 donation to White Stork, a
humanitarian nonprofit providing medical supplies, evacuation support, and
frontline relief to civilians affected by the war in Ukraine.

This decision reflects Peace Lutheran’s commitment to caring for vulnerable
communities and living out Christ’s call to serve those in harm’s way. White
Stork is known for directing the vast majority of its resources toward direct aid
and maintaining strong financial transparency through independent audits and
public reporting.

White Stork's impact is both measurable and meaningful. Since the start of the
war, the organization has delivered over 189,000 Individual First Aid Kits
(IFAKs) to medics and civilians, supplied more than 800 anti-drone jamming
systems to protect emergency responders, evacuated over 37,000 people from
conflict zones, and provided temporary housing for more than 14,000 displaced
individuals. These accomplishments demonstrate a clear ability to turn donations
into life-saving action.

We share this decision with gratitude for the generosity of Peace Lutheran
members and with confidence that this gift will bring meaningful relief to people
living through extraordinary hardship. The Council will continue to monitor
opportunities for faithful, responsible giving.
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Stephanie Bean and Mary Fuentes made the trek to lowa in July! IT WAS HOT AND HUMID!!!

We went early and drove 2 1/2 hours Southeast to Mt. Pleasant to visit Mary's former youth congregant,
Stephanie's daughter, Becca and family. Mary got a chance to see the Freyenberger Family Farm. She
talked with Jim, Javan's dad (3rd generation farmer and Javan - the 4th) and compared notes on seed,
planting times, rainfall and farming in general. She got to see the barn erected in the early 1800's which
stands sturdy today with only one strengthening modification to the roof after a tornado in 2012. On our
drive back we were able to visit another farm- a 4H family from our area who had worked with Mary and
moved to lowa to have a bigger farm. Their 3 story 1900's farmhouse/orchard/fields and barn were
impressive along with their new milking cow!
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Back in downtown Des Moines on Wednesday evening, we settled into our apartment (way cheaper than
the hotels offered) and started planning for the gathering. Thursday morning, we were only 2 1/2 blocks
from the convention center but somehow Google maps got us turned around and by the time we found the
registration booth we had sweated buckets. Let's just say the ELCA should have spent a little more on
signs....and mailed us a map BEFORE registration!

The theme for the weekend was "I am Worthy' based on Psalm 139:14. "I am fearfully and
wonderfully made''. This statement serves as a reminder of God's promise to be with us, even in
times of devastation and division. By repeating the phrase "I am worthy' we can recognize the
Holy Spirit's ongoing work in our lives. This practice of self-affirmation opens up opportunities for
healing and restoration within ourselves, our church, society, and the world. When we declare, "I
am worthy" we align ourselves with God's promises. There is great power in our resolve. "I am
worthy" acknowledges the importance of our work to bring justice, mercy and love to others. It
calls us, women and girls in the church, society and the world, to remember that we, too, are worthy
of justice, mercy and love.

That afternoon the opening worship was very moving, with great music (an all girl's band singing songs
written, produced or performed/recorded by women) and a great preacher. The main message from
Bishop Amy Current, Southeastern lowa Synod, was: Don't lose sight of who you are or whose you are
(God's). Remember God's promises- ignore the devil- we are God's beloved. You cannot get away from
God's love and always remember God's faithfulness.

We visited the Exhibition hall each of our days there. Many organizations were represented. We picked up
church insurance information for the council to review, we picked up confirmation resources for the
pastor to review, we picked up candy when provided! There was a quilt exhibit that we voted on. Women
had created designs based on the theme. They provided squares of paper to rate your favorites and it was
so big Stephanie tore hers in half and voted twice!

There was a Christian travel agency there and so we got brochures on three different trips. The flyers will
be in the office if you are interested. The three trips are: Reformation Pilgrimage- Steps of Moses
Pilgrimage and the Holy Land Pilgrimage.

Friday and Saturday consisted of morning Bible study followed by workshop opportunities. The bible
study was led by The Rev Sara Olson-Smith, she is a frequent contributor to the Gather Magazine
published by the ELCA. She has written articles and Bible studies for the Gather. Friday's summary:
Worth: it depends on the appraiser. We are hardest on ourselves. God accepts us for who we are. To Him

we are precious. God is always with us. 5



Saturday's summary: Worth and Identity: God lives in us and we live in others. UBUNTU- mutual
responsibility- we cannot thrive unless everyone does. You need people in your life who help re-
story(restore) you and then you help re-story others. We belong to each other.

Workshops- this will be short: this was the biggest disappointment of our time there. The explanations of
each workshop were lacking real information. It was hard to tell what would be discussed other than the
political one. There was no registration process - it was a free for all- the rooms only had 70 chairs each.
The morning sessions were 1 1/2 hours and the afternoon sessions were only 45 minutes. if you attended
an afternoon session you only got part of the presentation. People were sitting on the floor or standing
once seats were filled and so....Mary was able to attend the WELCA Racial Justice Advocacy Network
Gathering and Assembly- a program she has consistently been involved with.

During our time there we were able to meet with fellow members of our synod. We spent time with ladies
from Mt Vernon, Whidbey Island, Marysville and further down south. We were able to go out to meals
together and worship together. At this Triennial there were approximately 1,100 attendees, down from the
usual amount of 3,000. There were many Synods from the Midwest states since it was within driving
distance. We met a lot of people from Minnesota, and North/South Dakota! The tradition of trading a little
something to represent your state continues. We handed out bookmarks with pretty art and Bible verses.
We received all kinds of stuff! The best was a little bag of popcorn seeds from "The Cornhusker State"
Nebraska women.

A quick review of the ongoing work of Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls by the Woman of the
ELCA since 2023: $165,000 has been provided in scholarship money to women studying in
undergraduate colleges, in graduate programs and in seminary. $300,000 distributed internationally using
Global Engagement Funds and Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls Grants to hospitals in Tanzania,
South Sudan, Liberia and India. High Schools in India. Bliss International School. The African Girls
Scholarship and Mentor Program and De La Mano Con Jesus in Mexico. $42,000 in Katie's Fund grants
were distributed to: start up funding for Unnamed No More, funds to purchase new and used winter coats,
hats and gloves for a Community Coat Closet. Start up funds for Cultivating Women Leaders in Creation
Care and Public Lands Stewardship. Supporting training of seminarians in social justice.

And the list goes on.

Amounts provided to LWR and local organizations: « Cl F
90,000+ quilts ( .]O aCC€PtS us ror
20,000+ personal care kits Wl’TO we are. b))

12,000+ baby care kits
1,500+ fabric kits
Additionally, $185,900 has been given to support ELCA ministries by Women of the ELCA

Closing worship on Sunday morning was a perfect way to end our time there. Once again, the music was
very moving and uplifting. The sermon was provided by the Rev Lucille Antionette Mills, the newly
elected Secretary of the ELCA. Her message was this: No matter where we are or what we experience we
are fearfully and wonderfully made.

Even with current circumstances, how can we wake up with hope?

Because He is with us.

Understand who you are in the eyes of God. God takes your imperfect self and does good with it.
We have a call in our lives- we need to live out God's mission daily. He is trying to show us what is
possible. Get out of God's way and be our fearfully and wonderfully made selves.

Thanks for reading, Stephanie Bean o
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Attention A” Members of Feace:

Do you ever accidentally slosh coffee over the rim of your cup’in Fellowship Hall?

Drop a morsel at one of our potluck dinners? Are you one of the lovely people that
volunteer your time serving at memorial services, the Christmas dinner or the
Bazaar? Then this article is for youl!

\

PLCW (Peace Lutheran Church Women) has put together a "SPILL KIT"
It is located in the "Furnace Room" in the kitchen. That would be the first closet on
the left as you enter the kitchen. It should be on the shelves on the left behind the
door. It is a caddy including the following items:

* Spray-N-Wash, for stains on tablecloths, along with a small brush if needed.

* Folex Carpet Stain spray, with a medium sized brush for lifting the stain
PLEASE RETURN ALL SUPPLIES TO THE SHELF IN THE FURNACE ROOM

All of the outside groups that meet at Peace will be informed of this Kit.
All of the members of Peace are encouraged to use this kit to help us maintain our
tablecloths and carpeting! Thank you!

Food Bank Item of the Month:
Flour in 5 lb. packages or oatmeal in

1 small packages.
‘ OATMEAL Flouw

i

.‘061 Silvana Community Potluck akd
s Saturday, September 12'*", 5:00PM

Hosted at Hazel Blue Acres
Come connect with familiar neighbors and meet some new ones.
Bring your favorite dish!
Beverages and utensils will be provided.

Join us as we share a meal and conversation. ‘/ \‘
4

- -
Hope you are saving the date for the Harvest
party on October 17th and are planningé your
costume! Thie year's theme ic Make-lt-Adain
(redesién something in your closet). Good luck
Land let's see who has the wildest closet!

10
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Mark your calendar for October 4™, the Feast
of St. Francis. When we will again honor
creation and bless God’s beloved creatures!

ADULT EDUCATION STARTING OCTOBER 18th:
PALESTINE AND GOD'S “CHOSEN PEOPLE"

During the 9:00am Sunday School hour our adult class will focus on
exploring the scriptural withess and understanding of ancient Israel as God'’s
chosen people, the key historical transitions that followed, how it has
affected the ongoing conflict between the modern state of Israel and the
Palestinian people, and explore recent advocacy work among the ELCA and
Palestinian church leaders.

We cannot address all aspects of this complex and ongoing conflict, but we
can try to understand it better from a biblical and theological perspective.

11
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dHappy Birthday to You!dyd

Patti Jones 9/3/2026

Wynn Holdal 9/6/2026

o " carol wall 9/14/2026 AR
- ..l . KimMoyer 9/17/2026 " / :
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Sean Sweeney 9/23/2026 \“\‘ eV
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Khloe Markham 9/25/2026
Wayne Erickson 9/28/2026
Out To Dinner Group Out To Lunch Bunch
We will be heading to Mount We will be heading to Fairhaven,
Vernon to go to Il Granaio Bellingham to the Colophon Café on
Authentic Italian Restaurant on Wednesday the 16th. We plan to
Tuesday the 1st we will be leaving leave Peace at 10:30am.

Peace at 5:15pm with the plan to
arrive at 5:45pm.

Women's Group Gatherings
Lydia Circle Bible Study: September 7th @ 5:30 pm
Peace Lutheran Church Women: September 2" at 11:30 am
Naomi Circle Bible Study: September 9th @ 9:30 am
Lutheran World Relief Quilting: September 23rd @ 10:00 am

12
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%‘% _ Peace Lutheran Church Mission Statement: - N
% ﬂ% “Called by Christ to offer help, hope, and healing.” "N
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5
AA Noon Al-Anonl0am
Pastor Annette AA Noon
out of office OTD PLCW
9/14-9/27 11:30
5:15pm am
6 7 LaborDayig 9 10 n 12
AA 10 am Naomi Circle AA, Noon Men’s
Arlington Breakfast 8am
9:30am )
Worship 10am . Food Bank Silvana
Lydia AA Noon
. Gala - Potluck -
Circle Al-Anonl0am
5:300m Angel of the | Hazel Blue
P Winds 5pm Acres 5pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
God's Work,Our
Hands 9:00 am, Al-Anonl10am
LWR School Kits | AA 10am
Assembly AA Noon Gathering AA Noon District AA
) TL 10:
Worship 10am o 0:30am Place 11-3pm Event
Quilceda Comm. Council 6pm
Serv. Bingo @
Viking Hall 4pm
a Pastor Annette Gone
20 21 22Frstdayoffall 93 24 25 26
Sunday School Lefse 9- Lefse 9-1pm Lefse 9-1pm
9am lpm
Worship 10am AA 10 am AA Noon LWRQ 9:30am AAN Men’s
Guest Presider oon Breakfast 8am
Pastor Jane Peace Fiber District AA Al-Anonl0am Witness Articles
Arts 6:30pm Due
6:30pm Pastor Annette Gone
27 28 29 30 ! 2 3
Sunday School
9am
Worship 10am AA 10 am Book Club
Guest Presider 6pm
Pastor Jane
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	Out to dinner group will be heading to Mount Vernon to go to II Granaio Authentic Italian Restaurant on Tuesday the 1st we will be leaving Peace at 5:15pm with the plan to arrive at 5:45pm. If you would like to join us, please send me a message. Out to Lunch Bunch will be heading to Fairhaven, Bellingham to the Colophon Café on Wednesday the 16th. We plan to leave Peace at 10:30, with hopes of good weather so we can walk around a little bit and see some local sights. These outings are for everyone. They let us share a meal, have lively discussions, and much-needed laughter. I hope you will want to join us and try a new restaurant, or if it’s not new, try something different on the menu!
	We will be serving at the Gathering Place on Thursday the 17th. This is a time to gather and prepare a meal with love and care. We aim to make a healthy meal with as much locally grown produce as possible, if you would like to add to the meal let us know and we can plan the menu accordingly. This past month we made cooler corn, roasted vegetables, hot dogs, and watermelon. We always have good time and hope that the dinner will be ready by 5pm.
	Go Green tip- Clean Sweep, use a broom instead of a hose to clean your driveway, patio, and paths. If necessary, use a quick sluice of water (ideally left over from doing dishes) to wash away any remaining dust once you’ve finished sweeping.
	Food Bank item of the month-Flour in 5 lb. packages or oatmeal in small packages.
	The Arlington Food Banks annual Farm to Table Gala is September 11th, at the Angel of the Winds, If you would like a ticket please go to their website. Cocktail Hour and silent auction 5pm Dinner and program 6:30pm, all in support of the Arlington Food Bank’s mission to nourish our community.
	This past summer Peace had a booth at the Silvana Fair, just like in years past. Each fair board member gave out a special ribbon to a booth, person, or anything they felt deserving of an award. These ribbons were to represent thanks to being a part of the Silvana Fair Community. One board member presented the church with a ribbon with thanks for the many years of generous support of the fair and for the continued support of the community. As a member of Peace, I felt overwhelmed with joy by how people looked at the church and its rule in the community. Please stop in the office and look at the ribbon and maybe next year you will want to be a part of the church fair booth!
	Please join the women for PLCW Wednesday the 2nd for lunch and a sharing of the triannual convention by Stephanie and myself.

	Lydia circle will be gathering on the 7th at Kris Rinnert’s home at 5:30pm.
	On the 9th Naomi circle will gather in the fireside room at 9:30am. All are welcome to come and share with prayer’s, praises, and study.
	Hope you are saving the date for the Harvest party on October 17th and are planning your costume. This year’s theme is Make-It-Again (redesign something in your closet) Good luck and let's see who has the wildest closet!
	-Mary J Fuentes
	Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, is shelving books one morning when her eyes lock on a photograph in a newspaper nearby. She freezes; it’s an image of a book she hasn’t seen in sixty-five years—a book she recognizes as The Book of Lost Names.
	The accompanying article discusses the looting of libraries by the Nazis across Europe during World War II—an experience Eva remembers well—and the search to reunite people with the texts taken from them so long ago. The book in the photograph, an eighteenth-century religious text thought to have been taken from France in the waning days of the war, is one of the most fascinating cases. Now housed in Berlin’s Zentral- und Landesbibliothek library, it appears to contain some sort of code, but researchers don’t know where it came from—or what the code means. Only Eva holds the answer—but will she have the strength to revisit old memories and help reunite those lost during the war?



	Annual ‘On The Road’ October Road Trip
	Our ‘On The Road’ group of women are planning our annual October road trip and we invite YOU to join us. This year we will be traveling north to the Surrey,BC area so a passport or Washington State Extended License will be necessary. The bus will be leaving Silvana early on Tuesday, October 20 and we’ll arrive home late afternoon (early evening) on Friday, the 23rd.
	Initial plans include time at White Rock, Stanley Park, Granville Isle and a dinner in Vancouver. Connie has gathered some questions to discuss in the evenings and I continue to watch the Wired Word for a topic with scripture lessons that might be of interest to the group. This is a time of both social and personal reflection. There is no set agenda on what one has to do so it can be whatever you make it!
	We will be staying in a 6-7 bedroom Airb-n-b so everyone will most likely have a roommate (separate beds!). Initial cost will be about $200-225 which does not cover meals.
	If interested please talk with Debra for more info!
	BAZAAR TIME IS FAST APPROACHING!
	A brief explanation: the women of the church (PLCW) have the Bazaar as their one fundraiser to make the money for the following year's budget. We have 8 non profit benevolences we give to, we will be supporting a girl for high school attendance at the Maasai Girls School, we provide all the coffee and paper supplies in the kitchen, we have a mission project each year and many other giving opportunities in our budget. We have been putting on this Bazaar for 53 years! It has always required help from the members in addition to the women and we thank you in advance for that help.
	THIS YEAR THE BAZAAR IS NOVEMBER 7th! Plan now and start your craft projects, think of a theme and create a basket for the silent auction or donate an item you no longer need (new or in very good condition), save produce from your garden or herbs or starts for the Harvest area, collect some good gift cards for the gift card tree and set aside those items for the used treasure room. (Please don't bring your treasures until the week of the Bazaar unless you make prior arrangements with Stephanie). There are Quilt Raffle tickets for sale in the church office too.
	LEFSE production starts Monday 21st at 9:30 with the preparation of the potatoes. Everyone is welcome to help with this task, we have plenty of metal peelers! Tuesday and Wednesday will be the rolling, baking and packaging days. There is a job for every skill level! This is also the perfect time to learn this traditional Norwegian skill. There is always a yummy lunch involved on rolling days too!
	Watch your bulletins and the October Witness for dates for Flatbread making, a Krumkake night with dinner and making spritz after church in October.
	Stephanie Bean is once again the chairperson for the Bazaar. Let's all support her in this huge undertaking. She is looking for a lot of willing volunteers!
	Washington


	WILDFIRE
	Assitance
	We are raising funds this month in response to the wildfires that have been devastating communities throughout Washington.
	Your council has decided to match this month’s mission of the month collection with funds from recent benevolent gifts, up to $5,000.

	Fundraiser
	BINGO NIGHT
	4:00PM-
	8:00PM
	Peace Fiber Arts


	UKRAINE
	Assitance
	Report on Council Donation to White Stork
	Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
	The Church Council has approved a $5,000 donation to White Stork, a humanitarian nonprofit providing medical supplies, evacuation support, and frontline relief to civilians affected by the war in Ukraine.
	This decision reflects Peace Lutheran’s commitment to caring for vulnerable communities and living out Christ’s call to serve those in harm’s way. White Stork is known for directing the vast majority of its resources toward direct aid and maintaining strong financial transparency through independent audits and public reporting.
	White Stork’s impact is both measurable and meaningful. Since the start of the war, the organization has delivered over 189,000 Individual First Aid Kits (IFAKs) to medics and civilians, supplied more than 800 anti‑drone jamming systems to protect emergency responders, evacuated over 37,000 people from conflict zones, and provided temporary housing for more than 14,000 displaced individuals. These accomplishments demonstrate a clear ability to turn donations into life‑saving action.
	We share this decision with gratitude for the generosity of Peace Lutheran members and with confidence that this gift will bring meaningful relief to people living through extraordinary hardship. The Council will continue to monitor opportunities for faithful, responsible giving.




	2026 Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering Des Moines, IA July 16-19
	Stephanie Bean and Mary Fuentes made the trek to Iowa in July! IT WAS HOT AND HUMID!!!
	We went early and drove 2 1/2 hours Southeast to Mt. Pleasant to visit Mary's former youth congregant, Stephanie's daughter, Becca and family. Mary got a chance to see the Freyenberger Family Farm. She talked with Jim, Javan's dad (3rd generation farmer and Javan - the 4th) and compared notes on seed, planting times, rainfall and farming in general. She got to see the barn erected in the early 1800's which stands sturdy today with only one strengthening modification to the roof after a tornado in 2012. On our drive back we were able to visit another farm- a 4H family from our area who had worked with Mary and moved to Iowa to have a bigger farm. Their 3 story 1900's farmhouse/orchard/fields and barn were impressive along with their new milking cow!
	Back in downtown Des Moines on Wednesday evening, we settled into our apartment (way cheaper than the hotels offered) and started planning for the gathering. Thursday morning, we were only 2 1/2 blocks from the convention center but somehow Google maps got us turned around and by the time we found the registration booth we had sweated buckets. Let's just say the ELCA should have spent a little more on signs....and mailed us a map BEFORE registration!
	The theme for the weekend was "I am Worthy" based on Psalm 139:14. "I am fearfully and wonderfully made". This statement serves as a reminder of God's promise to be with us, even in times of devastation and division. By repeating the phrase "I am worthy" we can recognize the Holy Spirit's ongoing work in our lives. This practice of self-affirmation opens up opportunities for healing and restoration within ourselves, our church, society, and the world. When we declare, "I am worthy" we align ourselves with God's promises. There is great power in our resolve. "I am worthy" acknowledges the importance of our work to bring justice, mercy and love to others. It calls us, women and girls in the church, society and the world, to remember that we, too, are worthy of justice, mercy and love.
	That afternoon the opening worship was very moving, with great music (an all girl's band singing songs written, produced or performed/recorded by women) and a great preacher. The main message from Bishop Amy Current, Southeastern Iowa Synod, was: Don't lose sight of who you are or whose you are (God's). Remember God's promises- ignore the devil- we are God's beloved. You cannot get away from God's love and always remember God's faithfulness.
	We visited the Exhibition hall each of our days there. Many organizations were represented. We picked up church insurance information for the council to review, we picked up confirmation resources for the pastor to review, we picked up candy when provided! There was a quilt exhibit that we voted on. Women had created designs based on the theme. They provided squares of paper to rate your favorites and it was so big Stephanie tore hers in half and voted twice!
	There was a Christian travel agency there and so we got brochures on three different trips. The flyers will be in the office if you are interested. The three trips are: Reformation Pilgrimage- Steps of Moses Pilgrimage and the Holy Land Pilgrimage.
	Friday and Saturday consisted of morning Bible study followed by workshop opportunities. The bible study was led by The Rev Sara Olson-Smith, she is a frequent contributor to the Gather Magazine published by the ELCA. She has written articles and Bible studies for the Gather. Friday's summary: Worth: it depends on the appraiser. We are hardest on ourselves. God accepts us for who we are. To Him we are precious. God is always with us.
	Saturday's summary: Worth and Identity: God lives in us and we live in others. UBUNTU- mutual responsibility- we cannot thrive unless everyone does. You need people in your life who help re-story(restore) you and then you help re-story others. We belong to each other.
	Workshops- this will be short: this was the biggest disappointment of our time there. The explanations of each workshop were lacking real information. It was hard to tell what would be discussed other than the political one. There was no registration process - it was a free for all- the rooms only had 70 chairs each. The morning sessions were 1 1/2 hours and the afternoon sessions were only 45 minutes. if you attended an afternoon session you only got part of the presentation. People were sitting on the floor or standing once seats were filled and so....Mary was able to attend the WELCA Racial Justice Advocacy Network Gathering and Assembly- a program she has consistently been involved with.
	During our time there we were able to meet with fellow members of our synod. We spent time with ladies from Mt Vernon, Whidbey Island, Marysville and further down south. We were able to go out to meals together and worship together. At this Triennial there were approximately 1,100 attendees, down from the usual amount of 3,000. There were many Synods from the Midwest states since it was within driving distance. We met a lot of people from Minnesota, and North/South Dakota! The tradition of trading a little something to represent your state continues. We handed out bookmarks with pretty art and Bible verses. We received all kinds of stuff! The best was a little bag of popcorn seeds from "The Cornhusker State" Nebraska women.
	A quick review of the ongoing work of Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls by the Woman of the ELCA since 2023: $165,000 has been provided in scholarship money to women studying in undergraduate colleges, in graduate programs and in seminary. $300,000 distributed internationally using Global Engagement Funds and Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls Grants to hospitals in Tanzania, South Sudan, Liberia and India. High Schools in India. Bliss International School. The African Girls Scholarship and Mentor Program and De La Mano Con Jesus in Mexico. $42,000 in Katie's Fund grants were distributed to: start up funding for Unnamed No More, funds to purchase new and used winter coats, hats and gloves for a Community Coat Closet. Start up funds for Cultivating Women Leaders in Creation Care and Public Lands Stewardship. Supporting training of seminarians in social justice.
	And the list goes on.

	Amounts provided to LWR and local organizations:
	90,000+ quilts
	20,000+ personal care kits
	12,000+ baby care kits
	1,500+ fabric kits
	Additionally, $185,900 has been given to support ELCA ministries by Women of the ELCA
	Closing worship on Sunday morning was a perfect way to end our time there. Once again, the music was very moving and uplifting. The sermon was provided by the Rev Lucille Antionette Mills, the newly elected Secretary of the ELCA. Her message was this: No matter where we are or what we experience we are fearfully and wonderfully made.

	Even with current circumstances, how can we wake up with hope?
	Because He is with us.
	Understand who you are in the eyes of God. God takes your imperfect self and does good with it. We have a call in our lives- we need to live out God's mission daily. He is trying to show us what is possible. Get out of God's way and be our fearfully and wonderfully made selves.
	Thanks for reading, Stephanie Bean


	“God accepts us for who we are.”
	Food Bank Item of the Month:
	Join

	Us!
	Silvana Community Potluck
	Saturday, September 12th, 5:00PM
	Hosted at Hazel Blue Acres
	Come connect with familiar neighbors and meet some new ones. Bring your favorite dish!
	Beverages and utensils will be provided.
	Join us as we share a meal and conversation.
	Hope you are saving the date for the Harvest party on October 17th and are planning your costume! This year’s theme is Make-It-Again (redesign something in your closet). Good luck and let's see who has the wildest closet!



	LOOKING AHEAD!
	Mark your calendar for October 4th, the Feast of St. Francis. When we will again honor creation and bless God’s beloved creatures!
	ADULT EDUCATION STARTING OCTOBER 18th:
	PALESTINE AND GOD’S “CHOSEN PEOPLE”
	During the 9:00am Sunday School hour our adult class will focus on exploring the scriptural witness and understanding of ancient Israel as God’s chosen people, the key historical transitions that followed, how it has affected the ongoing conflict between the modern state of Israel and the Palestinian people, and explore recent advocacy work among the ELCA and Palestinian church leaders.
	We cannot address all aspects of this complex and ongoing conflict, but we can try to understand it better from a biblical and theological perspective.




	🎶Happy Birthday to You!🎶
	Out To Dinner Group
	We will be heading to Mount Vernon to go to II Granaio Authentic Italian Restaurant on Tuesday the 1st we will be leaving Peace at 5:15pm with the plan to arrive at 5:45pm.

	Out To Lunch Bunch
	We will be heading to Fairhaven, Bellingham to the Colophon Café on Wednesday the 16th. We plan to leave Peace at 10:30am.
	Women’s Group Gatherings
	Lydia Circle Bible Study: September 7th @ 5:30 pm
	Peace Lutheran Church Women: September 2nd at 11:30 am
	Naomi Circle Bible Study: September 9th @ 9:30 am
	Lutheran World Relief Quilting: September 23rd @ 10:00 am




